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This report summarizes information for students who participated in the SAT and/or SAT Subject Tests 
any time during their high school years through March 2015.  If a student took a test more than once, the 
most recent score is used.  Students are counted only once no matter how often they tested. 
 
The most significant factor in interpreting SAT scores is the proportion of eligible students taking the 
exam.  In regards to the participation rate, generally, the higher the percentage of students taking the test 
the lower the average scores.   
 
Ellington High School students continue to score above or within the range of the national and state mean 
with an average critical reading score of 531, an average mathematics score of 528 and an average writing 
score of 509.  Our philosophy has never been to over emphasize mean scores.  We are more concerned 
with an appropriate participation rate and providing guidance and encouragement to all students who have 
a desire to test.  Our 80% participation rate reflects our college bound population. 
 
 
 
Comparison of scores for the past five years: 
 
Graduation 

Year 
Participation Rate Critical Reading Mathematics Writing 

 EHS      CT      US EHS      CT        US EHS      CT       US  EHS     CT      US 
2011 88%       87% 520        509       497  538       513      514  528       513     489 
2012 82%        516        506       496  523       512      514  519       510     488 
2013 84% 522        508       496  529       512      514  517       512     488 
2014 74% 506        507       497  509       510      513  497       513     487 
2015 81% 531        504       495 528        506      511  509       504     484 

 
 
 
Students with both SAT and SAT Subject Test scores have a mean SAT critical reading score of 
685, a mean SAT mathematics score of 669 and a mean SAT writing score of 662. 
 
 
 
 



Using Aggregate Scores* 
Educators, the media and others should: 
Not rank or rate teachers, educational institutions, districts or states solely on aggregate scores derived 
from tests that are intended primarily as a measure of individual students. Do not use aggregate scores as 
the single measure to rank or rate teachers, educational institutions, districts, or states. 
 
Use aggregate scores in conjunction with other factors such as the number of courses taken in academic 
subjects, scores on other standardized tests, pupil/teacher ratios, teacher credentials, expenditures per 
student, retention/attrition rates, or graduation rates and other outcomes measures for: 
 

• Evaluation of the general direction in which education in a particular jurisdiction is headed 
• Curriculum development 
• Faculty staffing 
• Student recruitment 
• Planning for physical facilities 
• Student services such as guidance and placement 
• Monitoring teacher development and curricular effectiveness over time 

 
A Note on the Use of Aggregate SAT ® Data * 
Note on the Use of Aggregate SAT® Data 
As measures of developed critical reading, mathematical and writing abilities important for success in 
college, SAT scores are useful in making decisions about individual students and assessing their academic 
preparation. Because of the increasing public interest in educational accountability, aggregate test data 
continue to be widely publicized and analyzed.  Aggregate scores can be properly used as one indicator of 
educational quality when used in conjunction with a careful examination of other conditions that affect 
the educational enterprise. 
 
However, it is important to note that many College Board tests are taken only by particular groups of self-
selected students. Therefore, aggregate results of their performance on these tests usually do not reflect 
the educational attainment of all students in a school, district or state. 
 
Useful comparisons of students’ performance are possible only if all students take the same test. Average 
SAT scores are not appropriate for state comparisons because the percentage of SAT takers varies widely 
among states. In some states, a very small percentage of the college-bound seniors take the SAT. 
Typically, these students have strong academic backgrounds and are applicants to the nation’s most 
selective colleges and scholarship programs. Therefore, it is expected that the SAT critical reading, 
mathematical and writing averages reported for these states will be higher than the national average.  
 
In states where a greater proportion of students, with a wide range of academic backgrounds, take the 
SAT, and where most colleges in the state require the test for admission, the scores are closer to the 
national average.  In looking at average SAT scores, the user must understand the context in which the 
particular test scores were earned. Other factors variously related to performance on the SAT include 
academic courses studied in high school, family background and education of parents. These factors and 
others of a less tangible nature could very well have a significant influence on average scores. 
 
 
*Excerpted from Guideline on the Uses of College Board Test Scores and Related Data.  Copyright © 2010 by College Board.  
All rights reserved. 


