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The Curriculum Committee of the Ellington Board of Education met Friday, December 9, 2011, from 
1:30-2:20 p.m. in the School Administration Building. Present were: Mr. Stephen Cullinan, 
Superintendent of Schools; Dr. Erin McGurk, Director of Educational Services; Ellington teachers Mr. Sean 
Byrne, Mrs. Georgia Robert, Mrs. Erica Popick, Mrs. Wendy Ciarci, and Mr. Richard Diamond,; and Mr. 
Gary Blanchette, Mrs. Kristen Picard-Wambolt, and Mr. James Stoughton, members of the Board of 
Education. 
 

MINUTES 
 
Dr. McGurk distributed an overview of the new courses being presented (attached to these minutes). These 
courses are proposed for inclusion in the Ellington High School Program of Studies for the 2012-13 school 
year.  
 
Mr. Byrne teaches social studies classes at EHS. He presented a new course, American Studies, designed to 
be collaboratively taught by a social studies teacher and an English teacher. Students will have the option to 
take the course at the honors level or for UCONN credit. Students will receive one social studies credit for 
U. S. History and one English credit upon successful completion of the course.   
 
Dr. McGurk discussed the plan to convert English IV from a year long course to several semester courses. 
Mrs. Robert and Mrs. Popick, English teachers at EHS, described the new electives and the course selection 
options which will require each student to take one literature-based elective in their senior year in addition 
to a second half credit elective. 
 
Mrs. Ciarci teaches art at EHS. She presented a new course proposal for Advanced Placement Studio Art. 
This will be the first AP course in art offered at Ellington High School. The course is designed to guide 
students in the preparation of portfolios, which are scored by three to seven artist-educators on a six point 
scale. 
 
Mr. Diamond teaches music at EHS. He presented a new course proposal for Advanced Placement Music 
Theory. AP Music Theory is the only advanced placement course in music offered by the College Board. 
Mr. Diamond has previously taught AP Music Theory and brings a wealth of experience to this new course.  
 
 
 
The next meeting of the Curriculum Committee will be on Friday, February 10, 2012 at 1:30 p.m. in the 
Board Room of the Administration Building.  
 



Board of Education 
Curriculum Committee 

Review of Proposed Courses for the 2012-13 School Year 
Ellington High School 

 
Proposed new courses: 
 
AMERICAN STUDIES      UCONN ECE / Honors 
Grade 11   Full Year    1 credit 
 
This course integrates the study of American history and literature in a college level survey 
course.  It is an intensive study of the political institutions and behaviors, public policy, social 
and economic change, diplomacy and intellectual developments of the United States.  Students 
will analyze, evaluate, and organize historical evidence from a variety of sources.   This course 
engages students in becoming skilled readers of prose written in a variety of periods, disciplines, 
and rhetorical contexts and in becoming skilled writers who compose for a variety of purposes.  
Novels along with a wide variety of essays, speeches, short stories, and poetry will be utilized.  
Summer reading will be required.  See UConn “Early College Experience” credit requirements 
for additional information. 
 
The course will revolve around four important literary and cultural themes: 
1. Building new worlds, exploration, expansion, and constitutionalism 
2. America’s struggles with war and peace 
3. The development of the American Dream: myth vs. reality 
4. American attitudes, including sexism, racism, equality and immigration. 
 
Upon successful completion of the course students will earn one credit in social studies and one 
credit in English. 
 

English Electives  
The following English electives are offered for Grade 12 students. Each senior should select a 
minimum of 1.0 credit.  Students must select at least one course (.5) from the Literature-Based 
Courses. Additional electives, beyond the 1.0 credit, may be chosen only if the elective is under-
enrolled.  As well, Grade 11 students may enroll in Journalism and Creative Writing if the course 
is under-enrolled.  
 
LITERATURE-BASED COURSES: 
All seniors must choose at least one: 
 
HEROES & MONSTERS IN LITERATURE      Academic 
Grade 12    1 Semester     .5 Credit  
This course gives students a chance to look at a fabulous array of heroes and evil monsters in 
literature and uncover the themes that come out of the turmoil surrounding them. What does the 
appeal of these fantastic characters reveal about human nature? Using a wide variety of 
imaginative literature from Beowulf to Frankenstein and Dracula, students will examine the 



roots of good and evil and the resulting themes when these forces collide. Writing will include a 
required literary analysis project. 
 
SHAKESPEARE          Academic 
Grade 12    1 Semester     .5 Credit  
Shakespeare is a course for students of all abilities who are especially interested in studying the 
plays of William Shakespeare in more depth. Students will briefly look at Shakespeare’s times 
and career, exploring the controversies that surround his writing and uncovering what makes his 
work so enduring that he remains such a famous writer. Students will read and compare several 
comedies, tragedies, and romances, and learn the elements of each, often comparing them to one 
or more film versions. Writing will include a required literary analysis project. 
 
UTOPIAN/DYSTOPIAN LITERATURE      Academic 
Grade 10-12    1 Semester     .5 Credit  
Man has dreamed about, and occasionally acted upon, the desire to create a perfect society, a 
utopia. This course will examine both utopian and dystopian literature and film and the ideas 
which fueled these novels. Reading may include Thomas More’s Utopia, George Orwell’s 1984, 
Aldus Huxley’s Brave New World, Brave New World Revisited, Margaret Atwood’s The 
Handmaid’s Tale, and Joseph Heller’s Catch-22; as well, the course will examine the utopias or 
dystopias created in films. Writing will include a required literary analysis project. 
 
CONTEMPORARY FICTION       Academic 
Grade 12    1 Semester     .5 Credit 
In this course, students will read recently published novels (post World War II), short stories, and 
poems. Multiple themes about our modern human experience will be explored. Students will 
analyze writer’s craft, critically question texts, and use texts to understand our world. Writing 
will include a required literary analysis project.  
 
WRITING AND PERFORMANCE-BASED ELECTIVES: 
Only when taken in the senior year, these courses count .5 towards the 1 credit needed for 
the English graduation requirement. 
 
JOURNALISM          Academic 
Grade 11-12    1 Semester     .5 Credit  
Prerequisite: Completion of Grade 10 English  
The Journalism course will focus on defining news and how to gather it, the art of interviewing, 
copyediting, writing news stories, opinion writing, feature writing, sports writing, headlines, 
basic newspaper production, overview of other types of media, and careers in journalism. The 
culmination of the course is the production of a school newspaper.  
Juniors enrolled in Journalism must also take English III or American Studies; for seniors, 
this course would count as 0.5 English credit.  
 
CREATIVE WRITING         Academic 
Grade 11-12    1 Semester     .5 Credit  
Prerequisite: Completion of Grade 10 English  



Creative Writing is an elective course for students of all ability levels who are interested in 
studying and experimenting with all of the many genres of creative written expression: personal 
journals, poetry, short fiction, and drama. Students engage in frequent creative writing exercises, 
maintain journals of their ideas, read, select, and imitate classical and modern models, write 
freely in all genres, experiment with their own voice and style, revise their work, create 
portfolios of their best pieces, share their work with their peers, and provide their peers with 
feedback. Ultimately, students will seek out other audiences for sharing and receiving 
recognition for their work. Students will be encouraged to submit their pieces to Knight Writers, 
an in-house magazine as well as outside competitions and publications.  
Juniors enrolled in Creative Writing must also take English III or American Studies; for 
seniors, this course would count as 0.5 English credit.  
 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT STUDIO ART      AP 
Grade 11- 12     Full Year      1 credit 
 
AP Studio Art is an advanced course for qualified and highly self-motivated art students who 
already have a strong foundation in composition, materials and techniques. It is highly 
recommended for students developing a portfolio for admission to an art program. Students are 
expected to use extensive time out side of class for research and homework projects and produce 
a heavier volume of high quality work than those in an academic or honors art course.  
 
Students will create a portfolio in drawing or 2-D design that fulfills the requirements for the 
Quality, Breadth and Concentration sections of the AP Studio Art portfolio. A wide variety of 
mediums will be used. The first half of the year focuses on breadth while the second half of the 
year focuses on a concentration. Grading is based on Creating art (projects and homework), 
Responding to Art (Critiques and papers), Planning and Preparation (sketchbook, images and 
research) and Engagement (participation, effort and independence). Other requirements include 
completing a series of summer assignments that are due the first week of class, matting and 
exhibiting artwork in the annual show at Hall Library, entering regional student art shows, 
attending National Portfolio Day in Hartford and producing slides of work to send for AP course 
scoring.  
 
Prerequisite: Art Foundations and one intermediate course or by portfolio review, interview and 
permission of the instruction 
 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT MUSIC THEORY     AP 
Grades 9-12    Full Year     1 Credit 
This course is intended for advanced students who are interested in studying music theory in 
preparation for the Advanced Placement Examination in May. Topics covered in this course 
include pitch, scales, major and minor keys, modes, simple and compound meters, intervals, 
triads, seventh chords, cadences, phrases, chorale harmonization, figured bass, and form. 
Students will learn about analysis and composition as well as build their aural skills including 
melodic and harmonic dictation. 
Prerequisite: permission of the instructor. 
 
 


