
BOARD OF EDUCATION 
Ellington, Connecticut 
Communications Committee Meeting Minutes 
The Communications Committee of the Ellington Board of Education met on Monday, April 11, 2011 in the School 
Administration Building. 
 
Attendees:  

Administrative Team Members: Stephen Cullinan, David Pearson, Erin McGurk 
Board of Education Committee Members: Dan Keune, Tracey Kiff-Judson, Kristen Picard-Wambolt, James 
Stoughton 
Absent Committee Members: Allison Wilkins 

 
Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 9:32 AM by Tracey Kiff-Judson. 
 
Agenda Items 
• Update on Communication Tasks for April 12, 2011 Budget Hearing 

o The group reviewed potential advocates for various portions of the education budget. 
o Steve Cullinan reported that he is working on a handout with statistics relating to education for the budget 

hearing. 
o Dave Pearson provided statistics on student enrollment for towns in Tolland County and CREC regions 

compared to Ellington over the past several years.  Other than West Hartford, no town has had a larger 
increase in students than Ellington, and West Hartford has a much larger student base.  Many towns have 
decreased in enrollment over the last few years.  Dave Pearson agreed to create a graphical representation 
of the data for inclusion in the handout for the budget hearing. 

 
• Discussion of Other Budget Related Communication Tasks 

o Dave Pearson also suggested that it might be useful for parents to know some of the statistics that are being 
compiled for the budget hearing, and suggested that building principals include them in their newsletters.  
Steve Cullinan agreed to request this of the principals. 

o Tracey Kiff-Judson and Kris Picard-Wambolt agreed to review the email distribution list used to distribute 
budget information to see if there are others that can be included. 

o The group agreed to address next steps for communications after the April 12 budget hearing. 
 

• Review Proposed Communication Survey 
o The group agreed to wait for Allison Wilkins to review the survey. 

 
• Old Business 

o Branding 
 The further discussion of branding is on hold until the revised district website is enabled. 

o Ad Hoc Facilities Communications  
 Once timelines and plans are documented, this committee may be able to assist with 

communication. 
• New Business 

o None. 
 
Next Meeting and Adjournment 

o A motion was made by James Stoughton to adjourn.   The motion was seconded by Kris Picard-Wambolt.  
The motion passed, and the meeting adjourned at 10:26 AM. 

o The next meeting is Monday, April 24, 2011 in Administration Building at 9:30 AM. 
 
Minutes submitted by:  __________________________________________________________ 
    Tracey Kiff-Judson, Communications Committee Chairperson 


