
BOARD OF EDUCATION 
Ellington, Connecticut 
Communications Committee Meeting Minutes 
 
The Communications Committee of the Ellington Board of Education met on Friday, May 20, 2011 in the School 
Administration Building. 
 
Attendees:  

Administrative Team Members: Stephen Cullinan, David Pearson, Erin McGurk 
Board of Education Committee Members: Tracey Kiff-Judson, Dan Keune, Kristen Picard-Wambolt, James 
Stoughton 
Absent Committee Members: Allison Wilkins 

 
Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 9:35 AM by Tracey Kiff-Judson. 
 
Agenda Items 
• Update on Communication Tasks Related to the 2011-2012 Budget 

o The committee reviewed the timeline for communications tasks that need to be completed prior to a budget 
referendum.   

o The committee is considering additional ways to reach a broader audience and will solicit feedback from the 
rest of the Board of Education at the next full meeting. 

o Tracey Kiff-Judson will update the document based upon feedback from the group. 
 
• Review Proposed Communication Survey 

o The committee agreed that the format of the survey that Karen Nigro and Dave Pearson created worked 
well. 

o Tracey Kiff-Judson will follow up with Dave Pearson to ask if the survey can be completed and distributed by 
mid-June. 

o After the last committee meeting, Tracey Kiff-Judson sent a message to Maurice Blanchette to see if we 
could put a link to the survey on the town website and/or use the town distribution list to disseminate the 
survey to town residents after we complete the parent survey.  Tracey had not heard back, but she will send 
another message to Maurice asking for feedback. 

o Steve Cullinan reported that he spoke to John Collins about the use of School Messenger for a survey.  
Research would be required to determine if this could be done effectively.  Rather than pull John from other 
responsibilities, the group felt it made sense to move forward that the work that Dave Pearson and Karen 
Nigro had already done using Quia.  People could be asked to complete the survey by sending a link via 
School Messenger directing people to the Quia survey. 

 
• Old Business 

o Dan Keune and Steve Cullinan provided an update on the status of the school building project.  The 
communications committee may be needed to assist with communication as the project moves forward. 

 
• New Business 

o None. 
 
Next Meeting and Adjournment 

o A motion was made by Erin McGurk to adjourn.   The motion was seconded by Kris Picard-Wambolt.  The 
motion passed, and the meeting adjourned at 10:40 AM. 

o The next meeting is Friday, June 3, 2011 in Administration Building at 9:30 AM. 
 
Minutes submitted by:  __________________________________________________________ 
    Tracey Kiff-Judson, Communications Committee Chairperson 


