
BOARD OF EDUCATION 
Ellington, Connecticut 

  

CURRICULUM COMMITTEE MINUTES 
April 13, 2012 

 
The Curriculum Committee of the Ellington Board of Education met Friday, April 13, 2012 from 1:30-
2:40 p.m. in the School Administration Building. Present were: Dr. Erin K. McGurk, Director of 
Educational Services; Ms. Janine Galvin, teacher at Ellington High School, Mrs. Kimberly Troy, teacher at 
Ellington High School, and Mrs. Tracey Kiff-Judson, Mrs. Kristen Picard-Wambolt, Mr. James Stoughton 
and Mr. Gary Blanchette, members of the Board of Education.  
 

MINUTES 
 
 
Mrs. Troy teaches science classes at Ellington High School. She presented the documentation that reflects 
the textbook review process for Honors Chemistry and shared the text which has been recommended for 
the course. See attached documentation of Recommendation for Textbook Adoption. 
 
Ms. Galvin teaches mathematics classes at Ellington High School. She presented the documentation that 
reflects the textbook review process for Academic and Honors Geometry and shared the text which has 
been recommended for the course. See attached documentation of Recommendation for Textbook 
Adoption. 
 
Dr. McGurk shared an overview of changes that are being made in the writing curriculum as we implement 
new units of study aligned to the Common Core State Standards. She shared examples of student work K-6 
with the committee.  
 
Dr. McGurk presented a proposed new course in the music department, Intermediate Guitar. This course 
is designed to meet student demand for an advanced level course to extend student learning opportunities 
for students who completed the Beginning Guitar course, offered for the first time during this school year.  
 
The next meeting of the Curriculum Committee will be on Friday, June 8, 2012 at 1:30 p.m. in the Board 
Room of the Administration Building.  



ELLINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Ellington, CT 

 
RECOMMENDATION FOR TEXTBOOK ADOPTION 

 
Title of Recommended Textbook:    PEARSON Chemistry 
Author(s):  Dennis Staley, Antony Wilbraham, Michael Matta, Edward Waterman  
Publisher:  Pearson Education 2012  
Textbook to be used in grade: 10 - 12  
Course Title:  Honors Chemistry 
Levels: Honors 

 
[X] New Textbook                    [] Replacement for                [ ] Supplement to 
                                                 the following text:                  the following text: 
 
Title and copyright date of textbook to be replaced or supplemented:  N/A 
 
Reasons for addition/replacement/supplementation: 

 Updated text needed to meet new curriculum standards.  
Other textbooks considered during the review process: Modern Chemistry by Sarquis and Sarquis, and 
World of Chemistry by Zumdahl, Zumdahl, and DeCoste 
 
Selection Committee: 
Kimberly Troy  
Martin Eastman 
Sam Avram 
Tim Gorton 
Neil Rinaldi 
Criteria used for evaluation of the textbook: 
Key Factors 

 Alignment with curriculum standards.   
 Numerous tables, diagrams, and pictures, all of high quality, are well laid out to enhance the text 

without being too “busy” or distracting for the reader.  
 Readability is appropriate for 10-12th graders reading at or above grade level.  
 The key concepts are presented in the context that science utilizes inquiry and discovery to achieve 

understanding, and real life applications figure prominently throughout the text – in both graphics 
and problem solving. 

 The textbook is well supported not only teaching resources offered as publications, but numerous 
internet connections throughout the scientific community as well.    

 Concept development beyond the main text provides many opportunities for differentiated 
instruction. 

 Case Studies are presented in each chapter which highlights actual scientists doing the research 
which supports the content in each chapter. 

 
 



Critical Thinking Skills 
  Each chapter of the textbook is divided into sections. Each section begins with a series of “key 

questions” to guide students through the key concepts covered in the chapter. All new vocabulary is 
bolded for students to easily recognize.  

 At the end of each chapter there are reviewing objectives and questions to test comprehension and 
seeking solutions are offered which promote critical thinking at different ability levels.   
Instructions call for students to “interpret,” “hypothesize,” analyze,” “infer,” etc. 

 Numerous diagrams, tables, and graphs are included throughout the text, with prompts for 
extrapolation and interpolation and interpretation. 

 
Learner engagement 

 Reading and Study Workbook 
 Virtual Lab online access 
 Variety of  visual aids including diagrams, graphs, charts, and pictures. 
 Links to on line resources (www.PearsonChem.com) for practice quizzes, Pearson eText, videos. 

virtual labs and more. 
 
Rationale for selecting this text:  This book is well suited as a primary tool for meeting our 
expectations for student learning and to prepare for advanced courses including AP Chemistry.   Among the 
other textbooks reviewed, this text has the best visuals, organization and clarity of information, and 
publisher support in terms of learning resources.   It is a pleasing book to use in the hands of a student.   
Information is presented in a variety of levels of understanding, offering numerous “stretch goals” 
throughout.    
       All of the required topics for Honors Chemistry are covered in this textbook and include:  
Introduction to Chemistry, Matter and Change, Scientific Measurement, Atomic Structure, Electrons in 
Atoms, The Periodic Table, Ionic and Metallic Bonding, Covalent Bonding, Chemical Names and Formulas, 
Chemical Quantities, Chemical Reactions, Stoichiometry, States of Matter, The Behavior of Gases, Water 
and Aqueous Systems, Solutions, Thermochemistry, Reaction Rates and Equilibrium, Acids, Bases and 
Salts, Oxidation Reduction Reactions, Electrochemistry, Hydrocarbon Compounds, Functional Groups, 
The Chemistry of Life, and Nuclear Chemistry. This particular text presents the new understandings and 
their methods of discovery in a format most conducive for learning.      
Signature: Chair of Selection Committee 
 
Kimberly Troy 
 

 



ELLINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Ellington, CT 

 
RECOMMENDATION FOR TEXTBOOK ADOPTION 

 
Title of Recommended Textbook: Larson Geometry 
Author(s):  Larson, Boswell, Kanold, Stiff 
Publisher:  Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Copyright Date: 2012 
Textbook to be used in grade(s): 9 & 10 
Course Title:  Geometry  
Levels: Academic & Honors 
 
[  ] New Textbook                    [x ] Replacement for                [  ] Supplement to 
                                                         the following text:                   the following text: 
               
Title and copyright date of textbook to be replaced or supplemented:   
Discovering Geometry: An investigative approach (2003);  Geometry Concepts and Skills (2003); 
Geometry for Enjoyment and Challenge (1991) 
Reasons for addition/replacement/supplementation: With the reduction in levels we needed a 
book that would be challenging for all students while allowing for DI.   
 
Other textbooks considered during the review process:   
Glencoe Geometry; Holt McDougal Geometry; McDougal Littell Geometry; Brooks/Cole Elementary 
Geometry for College Students; McDougal Littell Geometry for Enjoyment and Challenge 
Selection Committee: Cindy Fontanella, Allison Watras, Janine Galvin, Mike Melillo, Jan Arnone, Neil 
Rinaldi 

 
Criteria used for evaluation of the textbook: 
 
When choosing a text for this course the selection committee looked for a text that had the following: 

o A fairly high level of rigor  
o Integrated use of technology (graphing calculator problems and activities, online resources). 
o Math modeling problems. 
o Strong teacher support materials and online resources. 
o Aligned with CCS and CT Units of Study for High School Geometry 

 
 
Key Factors 
 
The committee found the following in the text: 

o The text relates Algebra 1 topics to Geometry 
o The text addresses topics using a variety of representations. 
o Graphing calculator activities and problems integrated into the text when topic appropriate. 
o Worked out solutions in teach support materials, not just solutions as well as online. 
o Test Assessment online would allow for pre and post-testing and easier use for DDDM. 



o  
 
Critical Thinking Skills 
 

The text includes a problem solving  section for each topic as well as at least one open ended and short 
response questions that often asks students to describe, explain, or show their thinking as they complete 
the task. 
The committee also liked that the problem sets include error analysis problems that give a worked out 
solution to a problem and ask the student to find, describe, and correct the error in the work. 
The resources that support the text include challenge and interdisciplinary tasks to extend student 
performance to use multiple representations and think in a more abstract manner about mathematical 
situations. 
Each unit contains one or two extension sections which go beyond the basic concepts and apply 
concepts to higher order thinking skills. 
 

Learner engagement 
 
o The teacher resources include an activity generator to accompany lessons in the text. 
o The text has margin notes to alert students to common errors and points of emphasis. 
o The interactive online text includes gradable practice problems and notetaking options. 
o The @HomeTutor site gives students extra practice on concepts and skills with available help and 

instant feedback. 
o Each section provides real world applications for the topic at hand. 
 

Rationale for selecting this text: 
 
The committee felt this text is superior in the following ways: 

o Variety of learning styles represented in practice problems 
o There is a multitude of teacher resources that supplement the text. 
o Availability of online resources for students aids in DI 
o The online assessment program would facilitate use of DDDM. 

 
 
 
Signature: Janine Galvin 

 



Board of Education 
Curriculum Committee 

Review of Proposed Course for the 2012-13 School Year 
Ellington High School 

 
Proposed new course: 
 
INTERMEDIATE GUITAR        Academic 
Grades 9-12     1 Semester      .5 Credit 
 
This course is intended for  students who have completed beginning guitar or guitarists with some prior 
experience. Students with prior experience will meet with the teacher to determine an appropriate 
placement.  Students will expand their music reading skills in guitar notation, including standard notation 
and tablature by performing music that is more complex than beginning guitar. Classes will be a 
combination of building technical skills, learning notated music, expanding the chord library and playing 
more challenging chord progressions.  Students will learn independently, as well as with other students 
and as a class. 
 
 


