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The Curriculum Committee of the Ellington Board of Education met Friday, October 19, 2012, from 1:00-
2:15 p.m. in the School Administration Building. Present were: Mr. Stephen C. Cullinan, Superintendent 
of Schools; Dr. Erin K. McGurk, Director of Educational Services; Mrs. Lindsay McGinn, Ellington 
teacher; Ms. Janine Galvin, Ellington teacher; and Mr. Gary Blanchette, Mrs. Tracey Kiff-Judson, Mrs. 
Kristen Picard-Wambolt, and Mr. James Stoughton, members of the Board of Education. 
 

MINUTES 
 
Dr. McGurk distributed an overview of the new courses being presented (attached to these minutes). Mrs. 
McGinn teaches social studies at EHS. She presented a new course proposal for Advanced Placement 
Economics. Mrs. McGinn described the summer training for the AP course and shared some of the topics to 
be covered in the course. 
 
Ms. Galvin teaches mathematics at EHS. She presented two new course proposals, one for Advanced 
Placement Statistics and one for Probability and Statistics, which would be offered at the academic level. 
This course would increase the number of AP courses in mathematics, which currently offers only AP 
Calculus.  
 
Dr. McGurk presented an overview of summer curriculum work, including revisions to more than 25 high 
school courses, revisions to the middle school and intermediate school social studies curriculum, and 
revisions to the elementary report cards to align expectations to Common Core State Standards. The 
committee reviewed the new system on finalsite, the district website, which allows curriculum documents 
to be posted and accessible to teachers and administrators. The curriculum development process was 
reviewed with the committee.  
 
The next meeting of the Curriculum Committee will be on Friday, November 30, 2012 at 1:00 p.m. in the 
Board Room of the Administration Building.  
 
 



Board of Education 
Curriculum Committee 

Review of Proposed Courses for the 2013-14 School Year 
Ellington High School 

 
Proposed new courses: 
 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT ECONOMICS     AP  
Grades 11-12    Full Year    1 credit 
 
The purpose of the AP course in Microeconomics is to provide a thorough understanding of the 
principles of economics that apply to the functions of individual decision makers, both 
consumers and producers, within the larger economic system. It places primary emphasis on the 
nature and functions of product markets, includes the study of factor markets, and of the role of 
government in promoting greater efficiency and equity in the economy. This course will then 
move on to study national income and price-level determination and also develop students’ 
familiarity with economic performance measures, the financial sector, stabilization policies, and 
economic growth. This course prepares students to take the Advanced Placement test which is 
administered in May. 
 
PROBABILITY AND STATISTICS      Academic  
Grade 11-12    Full Year     1 Credit 
 
The student will use statistics (science of collecting, organizing, analyzing, and interpreting data) 
and probability (that branch of mathematics which deals with the study of purely chance 
phenomena or events) to study patterns and departures from patterns.  This course is designed to 
expose the student to statistical methods of collecting, analyzing and testing data, and making 
inferences from the data as well as, working with permutations and combinations, and the 
binomial theorem as applied to probability. Throughout the course, meaningful applications will 
be presented to students, so they understand the importance and rationale for studying statistics. 
Many will appear in the form of authentic case studies and will cover a variety of content 
including, the sciences, business, computers, demographics, economics and finance, education, 
engineering, entertainment, food and nutrition, medicine, law and political science. Topics 
include graphs, frequency tables, measure of central tendency, measure of variation, statistical 
distribution, hypothesis testing, and probability. Technology and manipulatives will be 
incorporated on a regular basis during instruction and assessment. A graphing calculator is 
required. 
Prerequisite: Algebra II  
 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT STATISTICS       AP 
Grade 11-12    Full Year     1 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the major concepts and tools for collecting, 
analyzing, and drawing conclusions from data. Students are exposed to four broad conceptual 
themes: exploring data, planning a study, anticipating patterns in advance through probability, 
and statistical inference. TI 83/84 graphing calculators and other technologies will be utilized in 



data analysis and simulation throughout the course. A graphing calculator is required.  This 
course will prepare students for the Advanced Placement exam. 
Prerequisite: Honors Algebra II or recommendation; can be concurrent or subsequent to Pre-
calculus 
 
 


