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The Curriculum Committee of the Ellington Board of Education met Friday, March 22, 2013, from 1:00-
2:10 p.m. in the School Administration Building. Present were: Dr. Erin K. McGurk, Director of 
Educational Services; Jennifer Larkin, Georgia Robert, Lisa Garofalo, and Michael Nash, Ellington teachers; 
and Mr. Gary Blanchette and Mrs. Kristen Picard-Wambolt, members of the Board of Education. 
 

MINUTES 
 
This meeting of the Curriculum Committee focused on ways in which Ellington teachers are using a variety 
of tools to create engaging learning opportunities for students. Mrs. Robert was joined by two students 
from Ellington High School who recently participated in the History Day competition. The students shared 
a video that they made describing FEMA’s role in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, changes that have 
been implemented by the agency, and how the changes influenced practice during Super Storm Sandy. The 
students described the research process they used, including conducting an interview with a FEMA 
representative using Skype. Mrs. Robert also shared a project entitled “Tweeting the Twenties”, in which 
students in the new American Studies class researched historical figures from the 1920s, created Twitter 
accounts and tweeted from the perspective of the figures.  
 
Mrs. Larkin and Ms. Garofalo shared examples of book review blogs students are using at Ellington Middle 
School. The published blogs have helped students sharpen skills in writing and have resulted in students 
being contacted by several of the authors of their reviewed books. Ms. Garofalo also shared a website that 
she created in order to support shared professional learning opportunities for Ellington teachers. The wiki 
she created allows Ellington teachers to share resources for professional learning, including those used in 
professional development sessions.  
 
Mr. Nash described the concept of a flipped classroom to the committee. He has been using this approach 
for more than a year in his classroom and shared sample videos with the committee. He also described how 
the approach has changed the way in which he uses classroom time with students and how the video 
resources he and his colleagues have created allow students to personalize learning goals. 
 
The next meeting of the Curriculum Committee will be on Friday, May 17, 2013 at 1:00 p.m. in the Board 
Room of the Administration Building.  
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
       Erin K. McGurk 
       Director of Educational Services 


