
BOARD OF EDUCATION 
Ellington, Connecticut 

  

CURRICULUM COMMITTEE MINUTES 
May 17, 2013 

 
The Curriculum Committee of the Ellington Board of Education met Friday, May 17, 2013 from 1:00-1:45 
p.m. in the School Administration Building. Present were: Mr. Stephen Cullinan, Superintendent of 
Schools; Dr. Erin K. McGurk, Director of Educational Services; Mr. Michael Melillo, Ms. Caitlin 
Masopust, Mr. Sean Byrne and Mrs. Lori Greenberg, teachers at Ellington High School; and Mrs. Tracey 
Kiff-Judson, Mr. James Stoughton and Mr. Gary Blanchette, members of the Board of Education.  
 

MINUTES 
 
Dr. McGurk opened the meeting by introducing the high school teachers present and describing the reasons 
leading to the need for new textbook adoptions. Three of the presented textbooks (for AP Statistics, Sports 
and Entertainment Marketing, and Personal Career Planning) are needed to support new courses being 
added to the Program of Studies at the high schools. The other two requests (for UCONN ECE Modern 
European History and US History and American Studies) are driven by changes in text required by 
UCONN and a need to update the US History text to reflect events of the recent past.  
 
Each text recommended has been reviewed by a committee of high school teachers from the department 
and, where available, the texts recommended for adoption will be purchased with digital editions and access 
to on-line resources. See attachments for textbook adoption forms.  
 
The next meeting of the Curriculum Committee will be in October.  
 



ELLINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Ellington, CT 

 
RECOMMENDATION FOR TEXTBOOK ADOPTION 

 
Title of Recommended Textbook: Introduction to Statistics & Data Analysis *AP Edition 
Author(s):  Peck, Olson, and Devore 
Publisher:  Brooks/Cole Copyright Date: 2012 
Textbook to be used in grade(s): 11 & 12 
Course Title:  Statistics  
Levels: Academic & AP 
 
[ x] New Textbook                    [ ] Replacement for                [  ] Supplement to 
                                                         the following text:                   the following text: 
               
Title and copyright date of textbook to be replaced or supplemented:   
N/A 
Reasons for addition/replacement/supplementation: In order to encourage more students to 
enroll in math courses including AP levels we have added two new courses: AP and Academic Statistics.  
Many of the schools in our area already offer these courses.  Students going on to business will be required 
to take a statistics course in College. 
Other textbooks considered during the review process:   
Brooks/Cole: STAT; Understanding Basic Statistics, Understandable Statistics Concepts and Methods; 
Elementary Statistic 
Selection Committee: Janine Galvin, Michael Melillo 

 
Criteria used for evaluation of the textbook: 
 
When choosing a text for this course the selection committee looked for a text that had the following: 

o A fairly high level of rigor  
o Integrated use of technology (graphing calculator problems and activities, online resources, 

activities for computer applications and software). 
o Math modeling problems. 
o Strong teacher support materials and online resources. 
o Aligned with the College Board recommendations for the AP Statistics course. 

 
 
Key Factors 
 
The committee found the following in the text: 

o The text addresses topics using a variety of representations. 
o Graphing calculator activities and problems integrated into the text throughout; every chapter has 

projects/explorations.   Computer software applications are provided with no bias as to the 
software used. 

o  



Key Factors, Cont’d 
o Supplement book with extra guidance, topics, explanations, AP testing tips, and practice AP-style 

questions 
o The text routinely refers to recent supplemental articles and journals that illustrate the real-world 

usage of statistics, and gives students opportunity to critique findings. 
o The supplemental CD comes with an interactive electronic copy of the book, as well as an 

ExamView test bank that is compatible with the system we currently use. 
o The supplemental CD comes with extra PowerPoint notes, games, quizzes, and other amenities. 

Critical Thinking Skills 
o As above, the text gives examples and excerpts from journal articles where the students have to 

apply the topics to the statistics in the article, and also apply higher-order thinking skills to these 
findings. 

o The problem sets have a nice mix of problems that require just application and those that require 
higher-order thinking.  The problems are varied in their presentation, and almost all follow a 
format that is similar to AP questions. 

o The text narration includes prompts to the reader that induce critical thinking about examples and 
topics. 

 
 

Learner engagement 
 
o The activities/data throughout the book include all types of topics to engage almost every student 

interest, from politics to soda to spiders to video games. 
o The text has margin notes to alert students to common errors and points of emphasis, as well as 

AP test tips throughout.  Definitions and other useful information is color coded. 
o The text is college-level and written with significant narration, but the narration is full of 

information and is structured in a way to make it accessible to the high school student. 
o Each section provides real world applications for the topic at hand. 
 

Rationale for selecting this text: 
 
The committee felt this text is superior in the following ways: 

o Variety of learning styles represented in practice problems (written and graphical both in question 
and response, for example) 

o There is a multitude of teacher resources that supplement the text. 
o Availability of online resources 
o The book is one of the ones strongly recommended by the College Board. 

 
 
 
Signature: Janine Galvin, Michael Melillo 

 



 
ELLINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Ellington, CT 
 

RECOMMENDATION FOR TEXTBOOK ADOPTION 
 
Title of Recommended Textbook:    Sports and Entertainment Marketing 3e 
Author(s):  Ken Kaser and Dotty Boen Oelkers 
Publisher:  South-Western Cengage Learning 2008  
Textbook to be used in grade: 10 - 12  
Course Title:  Sports and Entertainment Marketing 
Levels: Academic 

 
[X] New Textbook                    [] Replacement for                [ ] Supplement to 
                                                 the following text:                  the following text: 
 
Title and copyright date of textbook to be replaced or supplemented:  N/A (new course) 
 
Reasons for addition/replacement/supplementation: 
 New course offering.  

Other textbooks considered during the review process: Sports and Entertainment Marketing published by 
Glencoe, and Marketing Essentials published by McGraw Hill  
 
Selection Committee: 
Lori Greenberg 
Kim LaDuke 
Debbie White 
Neil Rinaldi 
Criteria used for evaluation of the textbook: 
Key Factors 
 Includes content for both sports and entertainment (many texts are limited to sports marketing 

only). 
 Numerous pictures and side notes, all of high quality, are well laid out to enhance the text without 

being too “busy” or distracting for the reader.  
 Readability is appropriate for 10-12th

 Chapter objectives are clearly identified and reviewed at the end of each chapter. 
 graders reading at grade level.  

 Each chapter includes critical thinking questions and case studies to show real world applications of 
marketing issues. 

 The published maintains an online companion site, with study tools for students as well as web links 
to real-world marketing data.    

 Chapter objectives are clearly identified and reviewed at the end of each chapter. 
 
Critical Thinking Skills 
 Each chapter starts with a one-page case study followed by two critical thinking questions which ask 



the students to make judgment calls and give their own opinions. 
 Each section of each chapter is followed by two critical thinking questions. 
 Throughout the chapter, additional vignettes are followed by critical thinking questions asking them 

to give their opinions, and make hypotheses, inferences, and judgments. 
 Each chapter ends with a chapter review which is a balanced mix of recall questions and critical 

thinking questions. 
 After each chapter is a longer case study followed by critical thinking questions 

 
Learner engagement 
 Teacher companion site includes PowerPoint slides for each chapter. 
 Student companion site includes an online glossary and flashcards for vocabulary review and links to 

real-world websites for use in projects. 
 Each chapter in the book is broken up with real-world case studies, internet links to real-world 

sites that illustrate the concepts discussed in the chapter, and “fun facts”.  
 

Rationale for selecting this text:  This textbook is well suited as a primary tool for meeting the EHS 
expectations for student learning. It has a pleasing visual layout, with a mixture of text, graphics, and 
charts. The case studies bring the theories presented in each chapter to life, and provide ample opportunity 
for critical thinking and differentiation. On a practical note, it is a hardbound book, making it much more 
able to withstand normal wear-and-tear than the next-best choice which was a softcover book.  The 
textbook is very student friendly as objectives and vocabulary terms are clearly explained. This book also 
encourages high student engagement through the use of graphics, application of concepts, and supplemental 
online resources. 
      
Signature: Chair of Selection Committee 
 
Lori Greenberg 
 

 



ELLINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Ellington, CT 

 
RECOMMENDATION FOR TEXTBOOK ADOPTION 

 
Title of Recommended Textbook:  Succeeding In The World Of Work 
Author(s):  Grady Kimbrell 
Publisher:  McGraw-Hill        2012  
Textbook to be used in grade: 10 - 12 
Course Title:  Personal Career Planning 
Levels: Academic 
 
[X] New Textbook                    [] Replacement for                [ ] Supplement to 
                                                 the following text:                  the following text: 
 
Title and copyright date of textbook to be replaced or supplemented:N/A 
 
Reasons for addition/replacement/supplementation: 
 Personal Career Planning will be a new course offering in the 2013-14 school year. 

Other textbooks considered during the review process:School to Career10th edition by Littrell, Lorenz, and 
Smith and Career Success The Attitude Advantage by Fruehling and Moore. 
 
Selection Committee: 
Deborah White, Ellington High School  
Kimberly LaDuke, Lori Greenberg 
Neil Rinaldi 
Criteria used for evaluation of the textbook: 
Key Factors 
 The Succeeding in the World of Work text is a hybrid program that uses both the text and the Internet. By 

accessing the Succeeding in the World of Work course home page, students will learn core concepts and skills, 
watch videos and complete projects, collaborate using Group Assignments and complete feature and project 
assignments. 

 Text edition features illustrated characters alongside photos of young adults depicted in a variety of real-life 
situations.These characters were created to help the student moreeasily imagine themselves in a particular 
work environment. 

 Readability is appropriate for 10 -12th

 The key concepts are presented in the context that each chapter concludes with a Discovery Project and each 
Unit concludes with a Challenge Project. These projects, following project based learning guidelines, 
encourage students to apply what they have learned and build 21st-century skills to complete engaging 
projects. 

 graders reading at or above grade level.  

 Concept development beyond the main text provides many opportunities for differentiated 
instruction. 

Critical Thinking Skills 
 Every project will help students answer a real-world question by asking an essential question about 

something that they will deal with in their life. 
 Before students start their research, they are asked to think about the question and what the goal of the 



project is and decide what they need to know. 
 As students find information, they will develop the skills to record and organize it in a way that will allow 

them to easily access it as they prepare their final product. 
 As they complete their projects, they will learn to set goals and manage their time. They can gather and read 

from a variety of print and online sources and evaluate the reliability of the sources and the information they 
offer. These skills prepare students for life and work in the 21st century 

 As students work on a project,they will need to make decisions. For example:• What information should 
they include?• How will it be organized?• What visuals will be included?• What format will they use?• How 
will they present their completed project? 

 Before students present a completed product, they will ask for feedback and make revisions. They will ask 
classmates what they like best about it and how they can improve it. Then they will evaluate their own 
presentations. They will add, delete, or modify material until they are satisfied. 

 Every project will end with a real product that students can use in the future—either in their work life or in 
their personal life. Presentation skills will be developed through project presentations. 

Learner engagement 
 Variety of  aids: visual, graphs, charts, and pictures 
 Links to on line resources (http://connect.mcgraw-hill.com/k12) for practice quizzes, eText, 

videos, current events and more. 
 
Rationale for selecting this text:This book is well suited as a primary tool for meeting our expectations 
for student learning.   The text will aid in achieving a CCSS goal of college and career readiness. 
All of the required topics for meeting the Connecticut Common Core of Learning Standards for School to 
Career Transition and Preparing for Adult Life and Lifelong learning are thoroughly covered in this text. 
The material is presented in an engaging format that provides many opportunities to differentiate 
instruction to a wide range of students. 
Signature: Chair of Selection Committee 
 
Deborah White 
 

 
 
 

http://connect.mcgraw-hill.com/k12�


ELLINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Ellington, CT 

 
RECOMMENDATION FOR TEXTBOOK ADOPTION 

 
Title of Recommended Textbook:    A History of Western Society, 10th edition 
Author(s):  McKay, Hill, Buckler, Crowston, Wiesner-Hanks, Perry 
Publisher:  Bedford St. Martin’s,  Copyright: 2011 
Textbook to be used in grade: 11th and 12th Elective 
Course Title:  Modern European History and ECE Modern European History 
Levels: Honors and ECE 
 
[X] New Textbook                    [] Replacement for                [ ] Supplement to 
                                                 the following text:                  the following text: 
 
Title and copyright date of textbook to be replaced or supplemented:   
 
Palmer, Colton, and Kramer, A History of the Modern World, 10th

 
 edition 

 
Reasons for addition/replacement/supplementation: 

• Former textbook did not align with the University of Connecticut’s curricular expectations for 
Early College Experience programs 

• Former textbook was not at the appropriate reading level for Honors and ECE  
Other textbooks considered during the review process:  
 
Hunt, Lynn, The Making of the West, Bedford St. Martins: 2011 
 
Selection Committee: 
 
Caitlin Masopust, Daniel Uriano, Sean Byrne 
Criteria used for evaluation of the textbook: 
 
Literacy/Readability 
• This textbook follows both a chronological and thematic approach to historical study; while chapters are 

organized thematically (the guidelines for ECE instruction),the content within each chapter is organized 
chronologically, a strategy that will facilitate comprehension at the Honors level 

• The textbook’s use of numerous visuals, including illustrations, primary source images, organizational 
graphics, and maps aids in reader engagement and facilitates comprehension of content 

• Many tools, such as bolded vocabulary and integration of essential questions throughout the chapter, 
facilitate effective note-taking and provide supports to students as they develop the study skills necessary 
for higher education, a goal of the ECE program 

 
Breadth and Depth of Content 
• This textbook provides depth in the areas of Modern European History emphasized by the ECE curricular 



guidelines; this depth is important for effective and meaningful instruction in the Honors section of this 
course.  

• Without sacrificing rich content, the textbook offers an extensive overview of the events in Modern 
European History requiring coverage in accordance to ECE requirements for earning credit in HIST 
1300: Modern Western Traditions.  

 
Organization  
• Each section begins with a “Chapter Preview” in which Essential Questions for the historical era of study 

are outlined; these questions also intertwine throughout each chapter 
• Each section concludes with the following resources for review:  

o “Looking Back; Looking Ahead”: a synopsis of the impact of this era on the future 
o “Chapter Review”: summative questions assessing the social, political, and economic 

impact of this era 
o Suggested Readings for further inquiry 
o Key Terms 

 
Supplemental Resources/Additional Instructional Tools 
• Each section contains excerpts from primary source documents  
• An extensive timeline at the end of the text is organized into sections, such as “government” or “society 

and economy,” so that students can easily identified parallel events in history 
• The timeline at the end of the text also includes the title and author of significant primary source 

documents that can be located to enrich student understanding of the content 
• In addition to receiving this textbook, students will have access to the free online resources, including a 

free study guide: befordstmartins.com/mckaywest 
 
 
Rationale for selecting this text:   
 
In addition to meeting the above criterion, this textbook was chosen by the Selection Committee for its 
potential role as the text of a future AP European History course. The breadth of content presented in this 
text meets AP curricular guidelines while the readability of the text makes it appropriate for a 
heterogeneously populated AP course, in which students have different reading comprehension readiness 
levels.  
Signature: Chair of Selection Committee 
 
 

 



ELLINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Ellington, CT 

 
RECOMMENDATION FOR TEXTBOOK ADOPTION 

 
Title of Recommended Textbook:    United States History: Modern America 
Author(s):  Emma J. Lapsansky-Werner, Randy Roberts, Peter B. Levy, and Alan Taylor 
Publisher:  Pearson Copyright: 2013 
Textbook to be used in grade: 11  
Course Title:  Modern United States History 
Levels: Honors 
 
[] New Textbook                    [X] Replacement for                [ ] Supplement to 
                                                 the following text:                  the following text: 
 
Title and copyright date of textbook to be replaced or supplemented:   
A History of the United States, Boostin and Kelley, Copyright: 1999 
Reasons for addition/replacement/supplementation: 
The current text book is no longer meeting the needs of Ellington High School.  Our curriculum has been 
refocused to the modern era which the Boorstin book does not support. 
Other textbooks considered during the review process:  

• Joyce Appleby’s United States History and Geography
• Gerald Danzer’s 

  
The Americans: Reconstruction to the 21st Century 

 
Selection Committee: 
 
Sean Byrne, Curriculum Assistant, Social Studies, Ellington High School 
Lynn Ouellet, Social Studies Teacher, Ellington High School 
James Lyver, Social Studies Teacher, Ellington High School 
 
Criteria used for evaluation of the textbook: 
Key Factors 

• The book correlates with our curriculum and focus on the birth of Modern America. 
• Readability is appropriate for Honors level students. 
• Unit and chapter objectives are clearly identified to facilitate student comprehension of the text. 
• There are a variety of graphs, tables, and illustrations to enhance the text and captivate the reader. 
• Prentice Hall offers a multitude of resources to supplement the text. 
• The glossary is useful and tailored to the modern time period; it also lists where in the text the 

reader can find each term in context. 
• Key terms and vocabulary words are bolded and clearly defined to help foster student 

understanding. 
 
 
 



Critical Thinking Skills 
• Opportunities and ideas for differentiated instruction are identified in each chapter.  The text goes 

as far as to design activities for four different levels of students, from English Language Learners 
through advanced students.  

• Each chapter features an opportunity for students to complete a Document Based Assessment, a 
high level critical thinking skill that we have been focusing on in the junior year.  This is the same 
skill that a student taking an AP United States History course would need. 

• Numerous uses of figures, maps, and graphics throughout the text which prompts the use of critical 
thinking skills. 

 
Learner Engagement 

• There are links to online resources. 
• Each chapter provides a Quick Study Guide to highlight key points from each unit. 
• The text features info graphics which engage and inform students through text and visuals. 
• The text also features an American Issues Connector feature.  Throughout the book current issues in 

American society are highlighted and outlined to illustrate how the country has evolved and continues to 
evolve around a particular issue.  Topics include: immigration, civil liberties and national security, the 
environment, and technology.  The Connector program draws a direct connection between the history that 
students are learning and their own lives.  

• A variety of graphic organizers are utilized within the text book to better engage student understanding. 
 
Rationale for selecting this text:   
The text, United States History: Modern America, will support the Modern American History curriculum 
of Ellington High School which is focused on America from 1890 through the present day.  This selection 
clearly stood above and beyond the alternatives in terms of student use and curricular alignment.  The book 
is challenging enough for Honors level students but designed in a way that enhances student learning 
through charts, graphs, images, maps, and primary sources. 
 
 
Signature: Chair of Selection Committee 
 
Sean Byrne 
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