
BOARD OF EDUCATION 

Ellington, Connecticut 

CURRICULUM COMMITTEE MINUTES 

December 11, 2015 

The Curriculum Committee of the Ellington Board of Education met Friday, December 11, 2015 
from 1:03-2:00 p.m. in the Board Room of the Administration Building. Present were: Board of 
Education members Gary Blanchette, Tracey Kiff-Judson and Kristen Picard-Wambolt. Andrew 
McNamar was absent. Also present were Scott Nicol, Superintendent of Schools; Erin McGurk, Director 
of Educational Services; Neil Rinaldi, Principal, Ellington High School; Michele Cirillo and Liz Cole, 
Curriculum Supervisors; and Wendy Ciarci, EHS Teacher.  
 
Mrs. Cirillo presented the plan for reconfiguring English courses at the high school. English III will be 
divided into two semester long courses, The American Dream and The Modern American Experience. All 
students will continue to take English I and English II. Juniors and seniors will have options that include 
full-year and semester courses, and will need to take four credits in English to meet graduation 
requirements. Additionally, English courses will be offered as heterogeneous classes, with students 
enrolled in all courses able to take the Honors Challenge by pursuing topics in more depth or by 
completing independent extension projects.  
 
Dr. McGurk described an update that has been made to the Basic Life Support class that was previously 
offered as an option for high school credit. New offerings in the Program of Studies will be Emergency 
Medical Responder for .5 credit and Emergency Medical Technician for 1.0 credit. These credits will be 
given to students who earn EMR or EMT certification, either through the Ellington Ambulance 
Association or by other state-accredited programs. These credits will recognize the significant learning 
that the courses represent for our students.  
 
Mrs. Ciarci presented the new configuration for art courses at the high school. With the exception of Pre-
AP and AP Studio Art, all courses will be one semester courses. Students will be able to take specialized 
courses, such as Printmaking, more than one time, with advanced students having more complex projects 
and receiving differentiated instruction. 
 
Dr. McGurk explained changes to course descriptions in technology education courses, which reflect 
updates to the computer programs used for instruction. Mrs. Picard-Wambolt suggested that guest 
speakers and interdisciplinary approaches might be useful in the graphics design course. A computer 
programming course description has been changed to highlight the opportunity that students will have for 
app development.  
 
Finally, Mrs. Cole and Mrs. Cirillo described the focus and structure of support courses offered in 
mathematics and language arts at the high school.  
 
The next meeting of the Curriculum Committee is scheduled for Friday, February 12, 2016 at 1:00 p.m.  
 
A motion to adjourn was made at 2:00 p.m. 
 

1st. K. Picard-Wambolt  2nd. T. Kiff-Judson 
 
VOTE:  Unanimous. The motion passed. 
 
Respectfully submitted by: __________________________________________ 
           Gary Blanchette, Curriculum Committee Chairperson 



Proposed New/Revised EHS Courses for 2016-17 
Board of Education Curriculum Committee December 11, 2015 

 
ENGLISH COURSES 

 
THE AMERICAN DREAM                 College Prep or Honors 
Grade 11 or 12    1 Semester               .5 Credit 
In this course students will study and analyze themes in both classic and contemporary literature related to 
the American Dream.  Students will analyze what the American Dream is, the inequalities inherent in the 
American Dream, and the extent of the failure of the American Dream.  Literary texts will explore 
multicultural perspectives as they pertain to the American Dream and their connection to American 
history.  Students will continue to develop their ability to analyze and critique literature through 
discussion and the writing of literary essays. (Meets the American Literature requirement.) 
 

THE MODERN AMERICAN EXPERIENCE               College Prep or Honors 
Grade 11 or 12   1 Semester                 .5 Credit 
In this course students will study and analyze themes in both classic and contemporary literature related to 
the modern American experience. Literary and nonfiction text will explore multicultural perspectives as 
they pertain to the American experience at war, the modern prison system, and what it means to grow up 
in America.  Contemporary and current events and their connection to American history and culture may 
be explored. In addition readings will explore issues of race, immigration, gender, and disabilities. 
Students will continue to develop their ability to analyze and critique texts through discussion and the 
writing of analytical essays and memoir writing. (Meets the American Literature requirement.) 

UCONN ECE (1010)/ AP LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION              ECE/AP 
Grade 11 or 12    Full Year      1 credit 
This course provides instruction in academic writing through interdisciplinary reading. Assignments 
emphasize interpretation, argumentation, and reflection. This course uses a broad and challenging 
collection of nonfiction writings as well as visual texts to examine the ways writers use language, style 
and rhetoric to create meaning.  Through close reading and frequent writing, students will develop their 
ability to analyze text and learn the importance of becoming informed citizens.  In creating formal 
writing, students will work through the process of prewriting, writing and revision.  Readings will include 
memoirs, essays, and speeches. Grammar, usage, and mechanics instruction, as well as vocabulary, will 
be integrated in the context of student writing and in the analysis of written passages. Students meet the 
objectives prescribed by the University of Connecticut for UCONN ECE 1010 Seminar in Academic 
Writing as they prepare for taking the Advanced Placement exam in May. 

HEALTH COURSES 

EMERGENCY MEDICAL RESPONDER          College Prep 
Grades 9-12                    .5 credit 
Becoming certified as an Emergency Medical Responder (EMR) is the first step for anyone interested in 
learning more about the emergency response system and in being a first responder.  The EMR is usually 
the first trained individual who arrives at the scene of an emergency.  The primary focus of an EMR is to 
initiate immediate lifesaving care to critical patients.  EMRs possess the basic knowledge and skills 
necessary to provide lifesaving interventions while awaiting additional EMS response.  They also assist 
higher level providers on scene and during transport. Topics covered include respiratory emergencies, 
cardiac problems, strokes, seizures, trauma, and childbirth emergencies.  
 
Students may enroll in EMR training through the Ellington Volunteer Ambulance Corps or through 
another state approved training program. Individuals must be between the ages of 14 and 16 years of age 
to start an EMR Program. To receive high school credit, students must provide a copy of the EMR 
certification to their guidance counselor. Successful completion of this course will result in a 3-year 
Connecticut EMR Certification. 
 
 



EMERGENCY MEDICAL TECHNICIAN         College Prep 
Grades 10-12                      1 credit 
Becoming certified as an Emergency Medical Technicians (EMT) program provides more advanced 
training in a course of 160+ hours that will prepare students for participation in pre-hospital patient care. 
EMTs are the first line of treatment providing care that is critical to patient survival. The EMT course 
provides instruction in life support skills including assessment of patient condition, airway management, 
treatment of bleeding control, shock recognition, and more. The program is a combination of classroom 
instruction and 10 hours of clinical observation. The final step in the program is completion of the 
National Registry of Emergency Medical Technicians (NREMT) certification exam.  
 
Students may enroll in EMT training through the Ellington Volunteer Ambulance Corps or through 
another state approved training program. Individuals must be a minimum 16 years of age to start the EMT 
Program. To receive high school credit, students must successfully provide a copy of the EMT 
certification to their guidance counselor. Eighteen year olds who successfully complete of the National 
Registry of EMTs Exam will be awarded a 3-year National and Connecticut EMT Certification. 
 

ART COURSES 
 

ART FOUNDATIONS              College Prep 
Grades 9-12    1 Semester                .5 Credit 
Are you curious about art and creativity? Do you wonder which art material you might be good with but 
are a little nervous about your skills? Do you like making things and working with your hands? If you 
answered yes to any of these questions, then Art Foundations is the perfect class for you.  Part hands on 
art class and part art appreciation, Art Foundations is a course for students of all abilities and interests, 
grades 9-12. You will learn the fundamentals of visual art, design and creativity, no experience or skills 
required. This course guides you through a range of art materials, from drawing and painting to ceramics, 
photography and sculpture. This is an exciting course that will prepare you to take any other art course 
and introduce you to a wide range of art ideas, styles and personal expression. Students are required to 
keep a sketchbook for homework. 
 

2D Art Courses 
 
DRAWING               College Prep 
Grades 9-12    1 Semester               .5 Credit 
Drawing is simply the art of mark making. Anyone can do this! It is an intermediate level art course and a 
prerequisite for AP Studio Art Drawing. Students will develop their ability to perceive, design artwork 
and improve hand-eye coordination through mark-making. Students will develop their skills in a wide 
variety of traditional and nontraditional materials and techniques.  Creativity, playfulness and the artistic 
process are emphasized. Students will complete projects in abstraction, realism, post-modernism, non-
objective, and expressionism and develop a personal approach to drawing and expression.  Students will 
look at, analyze and respond to artwork through critiques and reflections in order to improve their own 
projects. Students may take this class multiple times and after taking this class, student may enroll in AP 
Studio Art. Students are expected to keep an organized binder for handouts and a sketchbook for weekly 
homework assignments. Other requirements include matting and exhibiting artwork in the annual show at 
Hall Memorial Library and maintaining an art website. 
Prerequisite:  Completion of Art Foundations or by permission of the instructor 
 
PAINTING              College Prep 
Grades 9-12    1 Semester               .5 Credit 
Painting is an intermediate art course. Drawing is a prerequisite. Students will develop their ability to 
perceive, compose and apply new skills in watercolor, mixed media and acrylic paint. Creativity, 
playfulness and the artistic process are emphasized. Students will complete projects in abstraction, 
realism, post-modernism, mural design, and expressionism and develop a personal approach to painting 
and expression. Students will look at, analyze and respond to artwork through critiques and reflections in 
order to improve their own projects. Students may take this class multiple times and later, may elect to 
take AP Studio Art. Students are expected to keep an organized binder for handouts and a sketchbook for 



weekly homework assignments. Other requirements include matting and exhibiting artwork in the annual 
show at Hall Memorial Library and maintaining an art website. 
Prerequisite:  Completion of Art Foundations and Drawing or by permission of the instructor 
 
PHOTOGRAPHY            College Prep 
Grades 10-12    1 Semester              .5 Credit 
Do you love taking pictures and want to learn how to take better images? Photo is the perfect class for 
you! Your photos and your confidence will improve when you learn how to compose pictures, select 
digital camera settings and edit your images. Class time is divided between photo shoots and computer 
image editing with Photoshop. Students have thematic assignments on topics such as surrealism, 
abstraction, composition, landscape and the portrait. In addition to studio time, the class teaches students 
how to analyze and respond to photographs in order to improve their own artwork. Students may take 
photo multiple times and later, may elect to take AP Studio Art. Other requirements include matting and 
exhibiting artwork in the annual show at Hall Memorial Library and maintaining a photo art website on 
Flickr.  
Prerequisite: Completion of Art Foundations or permission of the instructor 
 
PRINTMAKING              College Prep 
Grades 10-12    1 Semester                .5 Credit 
Printmaking is the art of making multiple images. It is an intermediate art course and Drawing is a 
prerequisite. Students will develop new skills in a variety of traditional and non-traditional printmaking 
media and technique, including monotype, etching, collagraphy and linoleum cut. Creativity, playfulness 
and the artistic process are emphasized. Students will complete projects in abstraction, realism, post-
modernism, non-objective, and expressionism and develop a personal approach to techniques and 
expression. Students will look at, analyze and respond to artwork through critiques and reflections in 
order to improve their own projects. Students may take this class multiple times and later, may elect to 
take AP Studio Art. Students are expected to keep an organized binder for handouts and a sketchbook for 
weekly homework assignments.  Other requirements include matting and exhibiting artwork in the annual 
show at Hall Memorial Library and maintaining an art website. 
Prerequisite:  Completion of 2D Foundations and Drawing or by permission of the instructor 
 
PRE-AP STUDIO ART              College Prep 
Grades 11-12    Full Year       1 credit 
This is an advanced course for qualified and highly self-motivated art students who are considering taking 
the AP Studio course but would like additional time and preparation.  This course meets at the same time 
and follows the same standards and requirements as AP Studio Art but at a slower pace.  Students are 
expected to use time outside of class for research and homework projects and produce a heavier volume 
of high quality work than those in an academic level art course.   
 
Students will create artwork based in the Quality, Breadth, and Concentration sections of the AP Studio 
Art portfolio.  The first half of the year focuses on breadth while the second half of the year focuses on a 
thematic concentration designed by the student.  Other requirements include matting and exhibiting 
artwork in the annual show at Hall Memorial Library, maintaining a professional art website and 
producing images of work to burn to a CD for the EHS portfolio and to send for AP course scoring.   
 
Students must complete summer homework assignments that are due the first week of school. This course 
allows either juniors or seniors to prepare for the pace and rigor of AP Studio Art. 
Prerequisites: 2D Foundations and/or Drawing, Painting or Printmaking or by permission of instructor  
 
AP STUDIO ART: Drawing or 2D Design              AP 
Grade 11-12      Full Year      1 credit  
AP Studio Art is an advanced course for qualified and highly self-motivated art students who already 
have strong skills in drawing, printmaking, painting or photography.  It is highly recommended for 
students developing a portfolio for admission to an art school or university.  AP classes, depending on an 
AP test score of 3 or better, are accepted by some colleges as college credit.  Students are expected to use 
time outside of class for research projects.  Students are expected to produce 24 pieces of artwork of high 



quality work in drawing or 2-D design that fulfills the AP requirements for the Quality, Breadth and 
Concentration sections of the AP Studio Art portfolio.  The first half of the year focuses on breadth while 
the second half of the year focuses on a student-designed thematic concentration.  Students will meet AP 
requirements and deadlines by photographing and submitting a digital portfolio of 12 examples of breadth 
and 12 examples of concentration and mail five matted artwork as examples of quality.  Other 
requirements include matting and exhibiting artwork in the annual show at Hall Memorial Library, 
maintaining a professional art website and producing images of work to burn to a CD or an artbook for 
the EHS portfolio and to send for AP course scoring.  Students must complete summer homework 
assignments that are due the first week of school. 
Prerequisites: Art Foundations and Drawing, Painting or Printmaking or by portfolio review, interview 
and permission of the instructor 
 

3D Art Courses 
CERAMICS              College Prep 
Grades 9-12    1 Semester               .5 Credit 
Do you love making things but you’re not sure about drawing and painting? Ceramics is the course for 
you! You will learn a variety of technique in working with clay including hand-building, wheel throwing 
and surface design and glazing. You will learn how to design, construct and decorate clay products from 
bowls to animal sculptures. Students will study the pottery of many cultures including Native American, 
Asian and ancient Greece. Student will learn how to look at, analyze and respond to ceramic art in order 
to improve their own artwork. Ceramics may be taken multiple times with more advanced techniques and 
assignments. 
Prerequisites: Art Foundations or permission of the instructor 
 
JEWELRY AND METALS            College Prep 
Grades 9-12    1 Semester               .5 Credit 
Jewelry is an introduction to the fundamentals of jewelry design and metalworking processes. Jewelry is 
small scale wearable sculpture and as such, students will study composition and design in addition to 
fabrication and construction.  Students will work in both traditional and non-traditional materials 
including found objects, recycled materials, hemp beads, and metal.  Emphasis is on concept, creativity, 
problem solving and pushing the definition of what jewelry is and isn’t.  Students will explore the scope 
and limitations of contemporary jewelry metal fabrication through the design and construction of a variety 
of wearable objects from the highly functional to the purely expressive.  Students will study jewelry and 
metalsmithing techniques such as cutting, stamping, forming and riveting. 
Prerequisite: Art Foundations or permission of the instructor 
 
SCULPTURE AND 3-D DESIGN              
College Prep 
Grades 9-12    1 Semester                .5 Credit 
What is sculpture?  Sculpture is the creation of real, three-dimensional objects.  This course will teach 
you how to get creative ideas and how to convey personal meaning and expression.  You will learn 
problem solving, idea development, creativity and personal expression using both traditional and 
nontraditional three-dimensional materials such as wire, recycled objects, clay, and plaster.  The course 
emphasizes creative ideas through the choice of materials, group collaboration, the choice of design and 
construction through traditional, natural, altered and recycled materials.  Students will learn how to use 
basic tools and fabrication processes in the making of sculpture.   
Prerequisite: Art Foundations or permission of the instructor 
 

TECHNOLOGY COURSES 
 
GRAPHIC DESIGN I                College Prep 
Grades 9-12    1 Semester               .5 Credit 
This course is designed to teach students the basics of Graphic Design. Concepts taught in this class are 
grounded in the designing process and culminate in creating a finished product. Students will also learn 
the basic functions of programs such as Adobe Photoshop, Illustrator and InDesign. Students who wish to 
continue their designing skills should consider taking Graphic Design II.  



 
GRAPHIC DESIGN II               College Prep 
Grades 9-12    1 Semester               .5 Credit 
This course is designed to build on skills taught in Graphic Design I. Students will use the tools in Adobe 
Photoshop, Illustrator, InDesign and Flash to produce original works of Graphic Designs and produce 
sophisticated graphics for both web and print media. Students will learn additional skills and techniques 
for working with and creating designs. Projects will be assigned that allow students to demonstrate 
varying skill level through their performance.  
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Graphic Design I or permission of the instructor is required. 
 
COMPUTER PROGRAMMING & MOBILE APP DEVELOPMENT    Honors 
Grades 9-12    1 Semester               .5 Credit 
This course is designed to introduce students to the concepts and syntax of computer programming. 
Students will learn MIT APP Inventor and produce apps for Android platforms. Fundamentals of 
structured programming are emphasized, along with use of variables and strings, mathematical functions, 
conditional logic, looping and arrays. These skills will have direct application in the development of the 
logic and commands used in MIT APP Inventor. No prior experience is necessary. Any and all students 
can program and build apps! 
 

SUPPORT COURSES 
 
ALGEBRA I MATH SUPPORT           College Prep  
Grades 9-12    Semester          .5 Elective Credit 
Algebra I math support is a semester-long course designed to support students in both foundational math 
content and skills and current mathematical course content and skills in Algebra I.  Students will have a 
variety of opportunities throughout the semester to strengthen foundational math skills through specific, 
targeted intervention blocks in conjunction with what they are learning in Algebra I. Each semester is 
aligned to the Algebra I core course in both foundational knowledge and skill, and current content. The 
Algebra I math support course provides students additional opportunities to: improve prerequisite 
common core math skills, receive individual and small group support aligned to their Algebra I math 
course, and to strengthen mathematical study and note taking skills. Students may enroll in one or two 
semesters of Algebra I support for which they will receive Pass/Fail elective credit. Students must enroll 
in an Algebra I course in addition to math support.  
 
GEOMETRY MATH SUPPORT           College Prep  
Grades 9-12    Semester             .5 Elective Credit 
Geometry math support is a semester-long course designed to support students in both foundational math 
content and skills and current mathematical course content and skill in Geometry. Students will have a 
variety of opportunities throughout the semester to strengthen foundational math skills through specific, 
targeted intervention blocks in conjunction with what they are learning in their Geometry course. Each 
semester is aligned to the Geometry core course in both foundational knowledge and skill, and current 
content. The Geometry math support course provides students additional opportunities to: improve 
prerequisite common core math skills, receive individual and small group support aligned to their 
Geometry math course, and to strengthen mathematical study and note taking skills. Students may enroll 
in one or two semesters of Geometry support for which they will receive Pass/Fail elective credit. 
Students must enroll in a Geometry course in addition to math support.  
 
ALGEBRA II MATH SUPPORT           College Prep  
Grades 9-12    Semester             .5 Elective Credit 
Algebra II math support is a semester-long course designed to support students in both foundational math 
content and skills and current mathematical course content and skill in Algebra II.  Students will have a 
variety of opportunities throughout the semester to strengthen foundational math skills through specific, 
targeted intervention blocks in conjunction with what they are learning in Algebra II. Each semester is 
aligned to the Algebra II core course in both foundational knowledge and skill, and current content. The 
Algebra II math support course provides students additional opportunities to: improve prerequisite 
common core math skills, receive individual and small group support aligned to their Algebra II math 



course, and to strengthen mathematical study and note taking skills. Students may enroll in one or two 
semesters of Algebra II support for which they will receive Pass/Fail elective credit. Students must enroll 
in an Algebra II course in addition to math support.  
 
LANGUAGE ARTS SUPPORT            College Prep 
Grades 9-12    Semester             .5 Elective Credit 
Language Arts support is a semester-long course designed to provide personalized instruction through 
specific, targeted intervention.  This may include applying reading strategies to fiction and nonfiction 
texts; improving accuracy, fluency and comprehension; and acquiring vocabulary strategies to build on 
overall word knowledge. Writing instruction may include writing about reading through journal 
responses, narrative, or informative pieces of writing. Students will receive Pass/Fail elective credit at the 
completion of each semester.   
 
READING SUPPORT             College Prep 
Grades 9-12    Semester             .5 Elective Credit 
Reading Support is a semester-long course designed to provide intensive, targeted instruction for students 
in reading.  The Wilson Just Words program will be used to provide intervention for students that have 
decoding or encoding difficulties.  This program is also used to strengthen vocabulary through prefix, 
suffix and root word instruction and exploration. Students will receive Pass/Fail elective credit at the 
completion of each semester.  


