
BOARD OF EDUCATION 
Ellington, Connecticut 

CURRICULUM COMMITTEE MINUTES 

January 31, 2014 

The Curriculum Committee of the Ellington Board of Education met Friday, January 31, 
2014 from 1:00-2:05 p.m. in the Board Room.  Present were: Board of Education members 
Gary Blanchette, Tracey Kiff-Judson, Andrew McNamar, and Kristen Picard-Wambolt. 
Also present were Stephen Cullinan, Superintendent of Schools; Erin McGurk, Director of 
Educational Services; Michele Cirillo, Curriculum Supervisor; and Lisa Garofalo, Jenifer 
Smolnick, Mary Varley, and Becky Wentworth, district Library Media Specialists.  
 
The library media specialists presented an overview of their role in supporting student 
learning in our schools. They described the varied aspects of their role, including serving as a 
literacy champion, program administrator, information specialist, technology liaison, 
instructional partner, and teacher. They also described the tools being used to support 
literacy, including access to online databases, e-readers, audiobooks, and other digital texts. 
Dr. McGurk noted the critical role they play in supporting a reading culture in the school 
through such initiatives as student book clubs, family literacy nights, Nutmeg Awards 
promotions, and the Governor’s Reading Challenge. 
 
Dr. McGurk gave an update on the Smarter Balanced Field Test in which Ellington students 
will participate this spring, along with students from 26 other states. The testing will be held 
during the window of March 18 to June 6. Each principal is developing a schedule to 
accommodate the grades and number of students being tested in the school. Information for 
parents has been posted on the website. 
 
Dr. McGurk also reported on a new resource being used in the district, Bridges in 
Mathematics, which is aligned with  Common Core State Standards. Bridges in Mathematics 
provides both print and digital resources for our teachers and students in support of high 
quality mathematics instruction. Teachers in each grade level, K-5, and in each school, have 
begun implementing lessons using the new resource, and a decision regarding full 
implementation will be made this spring. 
 
 
The next meeting of the Curriculum Committee is scheduled for March 14, 2014.  
 


