
BOARD OF EDUCATION  
Ellington, Connecticut  
 
Curriculum Committee Meeting Minutes  
The Curriculum Committee of the Ellington Board of Education met on Friday, December 8, 2017 in the School 
Administration Building.  
 
Attendees:  
Administrative Team Members: Dr. Scott Nicol, Mr. Brian Greenleaf, Dr. Erin McGurk, Ms. Elizabeth Cole, Ms. Michele 
Cirillo. 
Board of Education Committee Members: Mr. Gary Blanchette, Ms. Jennifer Dzen, Ms. Marcia Kupferschmid, Ms. Tracey 
Kiff-Judson, Mr. Andrew McNamar, Ms. Kris Picard-Wambolt, Dr. Michael Young (Chair). 
Speakers: Mr. Aaron Hoffman (Social Studies Teacher), Mr. Caleb Johnston (English Teacher), Mr. David Helmin (Family and 
Consumer Science Teacher), Ms. Debra Ward (Family and Consumer Science Teacher). 
 
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 1:00 PM by Dr. Young (Chair).  
 
Citizens and Staff Forum  
Dr. Young welcomed attendees and reviewed guidelines for Citizen’s and Staff Forum.  There were two speakers on the 
sign-up sheet: 

1. Ms. Tess Grous, 12 Buff Cap Road, Ellington – Ms. Grous restated her concerns with a passage from an English class 
text, and Health class content including a suicide prevention video and relaxation techniques. She referenced her 
earlier public comments to the full Board of Education concerning the process for opting out of particular content 
and access to information for informed parental decision making, as well as student decision making. 

2. Ms. Shannon Kent, 41 White Road, Ellington – Ms. Kent echoed concern with the Health class suicide prevention 
video. She was seeking evidence-based justification regarding text selections and pedagogical practices. 

 
Discussion Items  

1. Proposed EHS Courses 
Six new course proposals were presented.  Dr. McGurk gave an overview of the course presentation process. 
a. Advanced Fashion Design 

Ms. Ward gave details that the proposed course would build from the current fashion course, adding in skills 
sets for garment repair and expanding beyond basic skills.  Committee members discussed possible links to 
OKP and potential cross-curricular links to math and science content.  A broader discussion emerged about 
how to support teachers to make cross-curricular links and structuring teacher professional development and 
teacher time to enable various forms of teacher interactions. 

b. Culinary Road Warriors 
Mr. Helmin described features of this course including regional foods as viewed through cultural, sustainable, 
economic, and other frameworks. He indicated that this would provide an option for students seeking a 4

th
 

culinary course in their senior year. 
c. Digital Photography 

Ms. Cole provided an overview of the proposed course as well as details concerning the move of this course 
from Art to Technology, because much of digital photography relates to technical skills.  Digital graphics design 
would become an art class. She reported that art and tech classes are working on opportunities for cross-
instruction.  Ms. Picard-Wambolt inquired about the photo composition part of digital photography, and the 
committee was informed that the art teacher would be used as a resource from that element of the course. 

d. Aerospace Engineering 
Ms. Cole provided an overview of this proposed, interdisciplinary course.  Content includes weather, drones, 
flight simulators, and math calculations. It is designed to enable students completing the course to take the 
FAA unmanned aircraft systems certification exam. It will be a full-year course. It was reported that start-up 
costs are similar to the high school’s current Robotics course (about $20,000). Dr. Nicol added that the costs 
might be supported by EDU Innovate (a local foundation headed by Jon Moser, CEO of Finalsite). Dr. Nicol 
stated that the Board should anticipate an action item at the December 20, 2017 Board of Education meeting 
regarding a possible EDU Innovate donation. Links to coding and computational thinking were also noted. The 



course could accommodate 16 students at first and is expected to fill. Ms. Dzen inquired about links to local 
aerospace businesses such as Pratt & Whitney/UTC.  The work of EDU Innovate very likely will include contacts 
with such local businesses.  

e. Game Design  
Ms. Cole provided an overview of course content.  Students will design and program a digital video game from 
start to end.  This course would complement an existing mobile app course. 

f. Robotics II 
Ms. Cole provided an overview of this course. She provided a background about how the Robotics I has grown 
to multiple sections offered both terms.  The new Robotics II course would focus on autonomous agents and 
include an honors challenge. 
 

2. School District Comparison Model  
Dr. Nicol and Brian Greenleaf described work on how best to compare high stakes test data from Ellington to other 
local school systems. Comparisons included surrounding neighborhood towns as a comparison and DRG C schools 
(defined in 2006). Discussion clarified that Ellington has some unique attributes (e.g., growing student population) 
that make it challenging to find clear and fair comparisons with either the neighboring districts as a comparison set 
or with DRG C as a comparison set.  The comparison model also included town economic data. 
 

3. Controversial/Sensitive Curriculum Resources  
Dr. Nicol acknowledged that several teachers were at the meeting to provide a teacher perspective to the 
subcommittee. Dr. Nicol encouraged the subcommittee to honor teacher judgment and professionalism as we 
strive to improve on how we review, prepare, and inform students and parents concerning sensitive and 
potentially controversial topics in the curriculum.  Dr. Nicol emphasized that Ellington High School teachers instruct 
sensitive topics and procure resources on a daily basis. 

 
Dr. McGurk referenced links and resources such as Board Policy 6161.1 and supporting Administrative Regulations 
that guide the selection of instructional materials. Dr. McGurk responded to Ms. Dzen’s inquiry to confirm that the 
Board of Education Policy Committee is involved in a continuing review and update of policy, including the current 
curriculum adoption and evaluation policies. 

 
Mr. Johnston explained the process he uses to select texts that are inclusive of multiple perspectives. Students play 
a role in some text selections.  Sometimes they make independent selections; sometimes selecting from a teacher-
determined set of options; and sometimes a class reads a selected text for whole class discussion. It was reported 
that students can let teachers know if there is a sensitivity and alternatives can be used.  Mr. Hoffman expressed 
his ongoing and continuous effort to establish in his classroom a balance of opinions that is respectful of all 
students. The goal is to exercise professional judgment on what is appropriate for the pedagogy and instructional 
objectives of any topic that might arise from daily news or social media sources.  

 
Ms. Cirillo reported that a standard format for course syllabi is being developed that will allow parents to have a 
more consistent understanding of course curriculum.  Dr. McGurk noted that as we move to more personalized 
learning, student flexibility is becoming a common, natural part of course design. 

 
Action Items  
There were no action items.  
 
Old Business/New Business  
No new or old business was discussed.  
 
Adjournment  
The meeting adjourned at 3:00 PM.  

1st: Ms. Picard-Wambolt, 2nd: Tracey Kiff-Judson, Vote: Unanimously approved.  
 
Minutes respectfully submitted by: __________________________________________________________  

Michael Young, Curriculum Committee Chairperson 


