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The Curriculum Committee of the Ellington Board of Education met Friday, October 20, 2017 

from 1:04-2:35 p.m. in the Board Room of the Administration Building. Present were: Board of 

Education members Gary Blanchette, Tracey Kiff-Judson and Kristen Picard-Wambolt. Andrew 

McNamar was absent. Also present were Scott Nicol, Superintendent of Schools; Erin McGurk, 

Director of Educational Services; Neil Rinaldi, Principal, Ellington High School; Michele Cirillo 

and Liz Cole, Curriculum Supervisors; and Jason Scavotto, Gillian Zieger, Kim LaDuke, and 

Lindsay McGinn, Ellington High School teachers.  

 

Mr. Scavotto, Mrs. Cirillo and Ms. Zieger presented a detailed explanation of the proposal for 

two new classes at EHS, Academic Writing Theory and Practice and Writing Center Internship. 

The two courses are designed to work in concert to boost students’ skills in complex academic 

writing, and to prepare students to serve as effective peer tutors. Both Mr. Scavotto and Ms. 

Zieger have attended the UCONN ECE Conference related to offering these courses at the ECE 

level and it is anticipated that EHS will be able to offer this in the future. Ms. Zieger linked the 

courses to our district goals for more personalized, student-centered learning opportunities and 

stated that these courses could help support a culture of writing at the high school. (Descriptions 

of proposed courses follow the meeting minutes.) 

 

Mrs. McGinn presented a proposal to integrate the content of a UCONN Microeconomics class 

into the existing AP Economics class, which would give the students the opportunity to earn 

UCONN credit for completing the course. Mrs. McGinn described the course content, which 

includes basic economic concepts; the nature and functions of product markets; factor markets; 

and, efficiency, equity, and the role of government. 

 

Mrs. LaDuke introduced a proposal for a second Personal Finance class. This class will allow 

students to delve deeper into money management strategies and to acquire an advanced 

understanding of the stock market and other investing tools. New topics in this course will 

include financial institutions and services, online banking, tax returns, identity theft, insurance, 

and buying a car. 

 

Dr. McGurk and Dr. Nicol shared information regarding the 2017 accountability testing results 

and described some of the indicators that are examined when comparing results across districts. 

They shared some preliminary comparisons and received feedback from the committee. This is a 

work in progress and more information will be shared at the December meeting.  

 

The meeting adjourned at 2:35 p.m. The next meeting of the Curriculum Committee is scheduled 

for Friday, December 8, 2017 at 1:00 p.m.  

 

Respectfully submitted by: __________________________________________ 

Gary Blanchette, Curriculum Committee Chairperson



Proposed New EHS Courses for 2018-19 

Board of Education Curriculum Committee October 20, 2017 

 
 

UCONN ECE AP MICROECONOMICS                                                             AP/ECE 

Grade 11-12                                     Full Year                                                                   1 Credit 

This course is a yearlong course. Microeconomics is a study of economic principles concerning 

individual decision makers within an economy. The main areas of concentration include basic 

economic concepts; the nature and functions of product markets; factor markets; and, efficiency, 

equity, and the role of government. Students are expected not only to know the material but also 

to apply critical thinking skills to the units covered. Conceptualization of the information 

presented is a key component of this class.  Students are expected to engage in the analysis of 

case studies that apply concepts to real-world examples and applications. Areas of focus include 

how the invisible hand of the market functions through the economic decisions of firms and 

individuals, as well as how prices, wages and profits are determined, resources are allocated and 

income is distributed. Topical subjects (e.g., energy policy and health care) are also addressed.  

 

This course is a college course. UConn ECE is a concurrent enrollment program that allows 

students to receive both high school and college credit for this course. The three credits earned 

transfer into UConn and many other institutions. Grades below a C are listed as “audit”, showing 

only that the student has attended the course. UConn ECE students are non-degree UConn 

students and are eligible for a variety of university benefits. Students in Microeconomics 1201 

who have registered with the ECE program, and who have received at least a C in this class will 

be awarded 3 UCONN credits (ECON 1201). Students must take this course for the whole year 

in order to receive credit. 

 

PERSONAL FINANCE II                     College Prep 

Grades 11 & 12                            1 Semester                         .5 Credit 

Let’s make your money work for you! This course is designed for students to further explore 

personal financial topics to become wise consumers and masters of their own money 

management. Students will delve deeper into money management strategies and will acquire an 

advanced understanding of the stock market and other investing tools. New topics in this course 

will include financial institutions and services, online banking, tax returns, identity theft, 

insurance, buying a car, and more. Online simulations, engaging projects, Microsoft Excel and 

other technologies will help bring these topics to life. This course is ideal for students striving for 

a more in-depth exploration of concepts affecting their personal financial situations now and in 

the future. Prerequisite: Personal Finance I 

 

ACADEMIC WRITING THEORY AND PRACTICE                                                Honors  

Grades 10-12   1 Semester                                 .5 Credit (English) 

Students will learn about, and write in, a variety of genres of academic writing including 

research papers, lab reports, narratives, argumentative writing and creative writing.  In order to 

improve their own writing skills, students will engage in the critical reading of model texts, their 

own writing, and learn how to provide feedback to other students through the revision cycle. In 

addition, students will learn the essential communication skills needed to provide peer to peer 

feedback about writing as they learn about the various writing theories that could be used to 

support the students in the writing center. The course provides prerequisite training for students 

that are interested in working as tutors in the student-led writing center. 



 

WRITING CENTER INTERNSHIP                                                   Honors  

Grades 10-12   1 Semester                                            .5 Credit (Elective) 

This course is an internship working at our student led writing center.  Students will apply the 

skills and knowledge learned from Writing Center Theory and Practice to effectively coach other 

students in our writing center.  In addition, students will be managing the smooth operation of 

the student led writing center.  Students will collaborate, give feedback, and work with their 

peers to ensure that each student coming into the writing center has his/her needs met.  In 

addition, students will be pushing into classrooms to support writing assignments in progress. 

Prerequisite: Academic Writing Theory and Practice (must meet course expectations) 

  

 


