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The Curriculum Committee of the Ellington Board of Education met Friday, June 3, 2011 from 1:30-2:30 
p.m. in the School Administration Building. Present were: Mr. Stephen C. Cullinan, Superintendent of 
Schools; Dr. Erin K. McGurk, Director of Educational Services; Ms. Joanne Kryszpin, teacher at Ellington 
High School, and Mrs. Tracey Kiff-Judson, Mrs. Kristen Picard-Wambolt, and Mr. James Stoughton, 
members of the Board of Education. Mr. Gary Blanchette was absent. 
 

MINUTES 
 
 
Ms. Kryszpin teaches science classes at Ellington High School. She presented the documentation that 
reflects the textbook review process for Anatomy and Physiology and shared the text which has been 
recommended for the course. See attached documentation of Recommendation for Textbook Adoption. 
 
Dr. McGurk presented an overview of the work done this year to expand the reading and writing workshop 
model to the middle school. Cheri Burke, the language arts specialist, has been working with teachers to 
develop new units of study, to update and refine the organization of classroom libraries, and to develop 
instructional strategies for workshop teaching. 
 
Dr. McGurk shared the plan for professional development on June 23 and 24. Teachers will be working on 
a number of initiatives, including NEASC committee work at the high school, Positive Behavioral Supports 
and Interventions, SMARTBoard training, differentiated instruction, and work on teacher web pages for the 
new website. She also presented an overview of the summer curriculum projects.  
 
The next meeting of the Curriculum Committee will be on Friday, October 7, 2011 at 1:30 p.m. in the 
Board Room of the Administration Building.  
 



ELLINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Ellington, CT 

 
RECOMMENDATION FOR TEXTBOOK ADOPTION 

 
Title of Recommended Textbook:    Hole’s Essentials of Human Anatomy and Physiology 
Author(s):  Schier, Butler, and Lewis 
Publisher:  McGraw-Hill        2012  
Textbook to be used in grade: 11 and 12 
Course Title:  Anatomy and Physiology 
Levels: I 
 
[ ] New Textbook                    [X] Replacement for                [ ] Supplement to 
                                                 the following text:                  the following text: 
Title and copyright date of textbook to be replaced or supplemented:  The Human Body: Concepts in 
Anatomy and Physiology, Wingerd 1994 Saunders Publishing 
Reasons for addition/replacement/supplementation: 

 Some science is out dated—genetics connections and clinical applications are not included, 
advances in science and medicine are not included, new imaging and diagnostic technologies are not 
included 

 Physical condition of current books is deteriorating/poor, despite having been rebound 
 There are no technology-based resources or supplemental materials with current text 

Other textbooks considered during the review process:  
Several sample textbooks were requested and reviewed (by me) and current A&P students were given an 
opportunity to look at samples and use technology-based resources offered on trial basis. 
Selection Committee: 
Joanne Kryszpin, Ellington High School  
Marty Eastman 
Neil Rinaldi 
Criteria used for evaluation of the textbook: 
Key Factors 

 Alignment with CT curriculum standards  
 Numerous tables, diagrams, and pictures, all of high quality, are well laid out to enhance the text 

without being too “busy” or distracting for the reader.  
 Readability is appropriate for students in upper level science elective reading at or above grade 

level.  
 Real life applications figure prominently throughout the text – in chapter introductions, Clinical 

Applications features, and Genetics Connections features 
 The textbook is well supported by numerous on-line resources and internet connections. The 

entire text is available to students on line, so if students prefer, they don’t have to take their 
textbooks home. 

 Concept development beyond the main text provides many opportunities for differentiated 
instruction. 

Critical Thinking Skills 
 Throughout each section of the text there are practice questions that ask about key ideas covered in 



the content. 
 At the end of each chapter are summary outlines, chapter assessments, integrative assessments and 

critical thinking, and web connections for students to interactive learning exercises and practice 
assessments topic summaries and questions are offered which promote critical thinking at different 
ability levels.   Instructions call for students to “interpret,” “hypothesize,” “analyze,” “infer,” etc. 

 Each chapter has a link to APR (Anatomy and Physiology REVEALED), which includes interactive 
cadaver photos, animations, radiologic imaging, audio pronunciation, and practice quizzing 

 Numerous graphics, diagrams, tables and graphs occur throughout the text 
Learner engagement 

 Variety of aids: diagrams, graphs, charts, and radiologic images, micrographs, etc. 
 On-line animations and interactive learning 
 Links to other on line resources 
 A laboratory manual is available 

 
Rationale for selecting this text:        Well-suited as a primary tool for meeting our expectations for 
student learning in Anatomy and Physiology, the new textbook is visually appealing and well-organized.  
Among the other textbooks reviewed, this text has the best learning resources—especially the technology 
based resources.   The supplemental materials and technological resources included with the book are 
exceptional; the old book has none. 
     In addition to the educational technologies that have made significant strides since the last textbook was 
published a decade and a half ago, many medical advances have been made that affect the content of the 
book and connections to genetics and clinical applications. 
 
Signature, Chair of Selection Committee 
 
Joanne Kryszpin 
 
 

 
 


