
ELLINGTON BOARD OF EDUCATION 
Ad Hoc Facilities Committee 

 
January 11, 2013 

Minutes 
 
A regularly scheduled meeting of the Ellington Board of Education Ad Hoc Facilities Committee 
was held on Friday, January 11, 2013 in the Administration Building.  Committee Chairperson, 
Dan Keune, called the meeting to order at 3:05 p.m. Committee members present when the 
meeting was called to order were: Mr. Gary Blanchette and Mr. Dan Keune. Administrators 
present were: Mr. Michael Larkin, Dr. Erin McGurk, Mr. Bruce Brettschneider, Mrs. Margaret 
Devlin, Mr. Robert Butler and Mr. Stephen Cullinan.  Also present were: Mr. Maurice 
Blanchette, First Selectman and Dean Petrucelli of Silver/Petrucelli + Associates. 
 

• Review of Silver/Petrucelli Final Floor Plan Scheme for Crystal Lake School  
 
Mr. Petrucelli reviewed the proposed final one-story floor plan scheme for Crystal Lake School 
which will be presented to the Permanent Building Committee on January 15, 2013.  
Mr. Petrucelli stated that the schematic design fits the program needs and the budget established 
for this project. His presentation to the Permanent Building Committee will include a narrative. 
TRC has completed the Hazmat testing.  Geo-technical information has also been gathered. 
 
Mr. Petrucelli reviewed the Space Program Template which compares existing space, baseline 
space needs and final needs based upon this schematic design. Mr. Petrucelli reviewed the 
various documents distributed to each member in attendance. Document A1 contains the Crystal 
Lake Existing Floor Plan. Document A2 is the Proposed Demolition Floor Plan. All asbestos will 
be removed in the project.  There will also be some PCB removal. Hazardous material removal is 
anticipated to occur in the summer of 2014. Document A3 is the Proposed Floor Plan for Crystal 
Lake School which was based upon Scheme 3.2.  
 
The next document provided a color-coded Proposed Phasing Floor Plan. It was noted that 
during Phase 1, art and music will need to share a space. Mr. Keune requested that the architect 
investigate what might be done to provide a conduit for natural gas to Crystal Lake School for 
the future.  It was also recommended to inquire if Yankee Gas has any plans to extend the 
availability of natural gas to the Crystal Lake area, and if so, what that timeline might be. A 
request was also made to look at the phasing to see if moving students for only one year to 
Windermere School could be avoided. 
 
Documents A6, A7 and A8 were related to Proposed Elevations. There were seven documents 
with renderings of Crystal Lake from various locations. The base of the new building will be 
brick with insulated metal panels on the upper half. There was considerable discussion regarding 
possible security measures.  
 
A Schematic Site Rendering was also presented. The sewer connection will work by gravity. 
There was a reminder to avoid bus lights shining into the home located on South Road. There is 
no connection between the school project and the church parking lot. Mr. Blanchette will meet 



with church officials on this topic.  Mr. Cullinan offered to attend any meetings with church 
officials. There was discussion of separating bus and parent traffic. The site can accommodate 
two U-10 fields within a regulation high school field, along with an overlapping baseball field. In 
addition, a U-10 size field can be located near the school for physical education and recess 
activities. 
 
There will be a 15,000 gallon underground tank to support the sprinkler system that is required 
by code. Mr. Blanchette inquired as to storage for shelter purposes. Space for storage is limited 
and due consideration will be given to this need.  
 
Upon completion of this review it was recommended that the Proposed Final Floor Plan Scheme 
for Crystal Lake School be presented to the Permanent Building Committee on January 15, 2013.                        
 
The meeting adjourned at 4:50 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
      Stephen C. Cullinan 
      Superintendent of Schools  
 
 


