
ELLINGTON BOARD OF EDUCATION 
Ad Hoc Facilities Committee 

 
March 26, 2013 

Minutes 
 
A regularly scheduled meeting of the Ellington Board of Education Ad Hoc Facilities Committee 
was held on Tuesday, March 26, 2013 in the Administration Building.  Committee Chairperson, 
Dan Keune, called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. Committee members present when the 
meeting was called to order were: Mr. Gary Blanchette, Mr. Dan Keune, Ms. Tracey Kiff-
Judson, and Mr. Ronald Stomberg. Administrators present were: Mr. Michael Larkin, Mr. Steven 
Moccio, Mrs. Margaret Devlin, Mr. Robert Butler and Mr. Stephen Cullinan.  Also present were: 
Mr. Peter Welti, Chair Permanent Building Committee and Mr. Dean Petrucelli of 
Silver/Petrucelli + Associates. 
 

• Mr. Cullinan requested that the committee review the Windermere Project first as  
Mr. Moccio had a scheduled 1:30 p.m. meeting.  Since the tragedy at Newtown each 
school has made revisions to entrance and exit procedures. The changes at Windermere 
have created the need for some revision to parking and bus drop off.  The question for the 
committee is whether these changes should be incorporated into the project.  Two issues 
impacting that decision were raised. The first is whether these revisions fall within the 
scope of the project as presented and approved at referendum. The second is whether the 
revisions are within the approved budget for the project. Mr. Petrucelli stated that he 
believes that they would be within budget. Mr. Cullinan stated that he believed there was 
sufficient leeway within the resolution granting the Permanent Building Committee 
requisite authority. Mr. Petrucelli stated this is similar work to what was planned in the 
project but moved from one parking lot to another. Mr. Keune stated that he would like to 
have a decision confirmed by the Permanent Building Committee or the town attorney.  

 
A motion was made to approve the inclusion of the revised parking and bus drop-off plan at 
Windermere School, provided it is determined by legal counsel that this work is authorized 
within the bonding language and provided that the scope of work is within the approved budget. 
 

1st. T. Kiff-Judson   2nd

 
. G. Blanchette 

Vote: Unanimous. The motion passed. 
 

• Review of Crystal Lake School Requests 
 
Mr. Petrucelli reviewed several recent meetings with staff at Crystal Lake School.  As a result of 
those meetings there are several requests that the Ad Hoc Facilities Committee must review and 
decide whether to include in the scope of the project. 
 
1) Reconfigure the ramp entrance/door location into the music room. It was determined that this 

request is not economically practical and it would place a financial burden on the project. 



There was some discussion regarding the location of the door and security issues in a lock 
down. Alternate methods of locking the door were discussed. Not Approved. 
 

2) Provide new window opening(s) into music classroom for natural light. This was not 
approved as the original scope of the project did not anticipate doing this and one window 
would probably cost $15,000. This could be considered as a bid alternate. 

 
3) Remove stairs between music classroom and gym to gain maximum space in music.  

Mr. Petrucelli stated that this is not a code issue and this revision would contain some 
complexity. He further stated that it would not add much value related to the cost. Not 
Approved. 

 
4) Provide a third janitor’s closet in the addition, near main entrance if possible. Mr. Petrucelli 

stated that this could easily be done with very little cost and made excellent sense to include 
in the project. Approved. 

 
5) Lower the main entry high masonry wall to prevent snow drifts. Mr. Petrucelli agreed with 

the recommendation and stated that they would design this as low as possible. Approved. 
 

6) OT/PT – provide air conditioning (required for some students per principal). Although this 
was originally listed as a $10,000 - $15,000 expense, Mr. Petrucelli stated that he might use a 
mini-split system that would not be too expensive. Approved. 

 
7) OT/PT – requires large accessible bathroom with changing table and shower. It was 

determined that a shower was not necessary. The bathroom will be designed to be within the 
OT/PT room. Approved as modified. 

 
8) OT/PT – should be near speech, psych, social worker and reading rooms. Not Approved. 

 
9) Math intervention room should be near speech, psych, social worker and reading rooms 

adding more space. Additional square footage will not be considered. Not Approved. 
 

10) Provide new window(s) at north elevation of kitchen and possibly cafeteria. This would be 
very expensive. Not Approved. 

 
11) Provide new, west facing, high windows in gym. This request was also not approved as it 

was not contained in the original scope of the project and would probably cost $20,000. Not 
Approved. 

 
12) Sub-divide art storage into two storage rooms to augment general classroom storage.  

Mr. Petrucelli stated that this was a very simple change and was quite logical to include. 
Approved. 

 
13) Provide movable accordion partition in resource room to subdivide into two areas. This 

request was revised to include a safe room within this room. There is a safe room at both 



Center and Windermere. Mr. Petrucelli said this could be done at little additional expense. 
Approved as modified. 

 
14) Full loading dock at kitchen delivery entrance. This is listed as an estimated $20,000 to 

$30,000 additional expense.  It was stated that this could be added separate from the project 
at a future date if really needed. Not Approved. 

 
15) Provide media office/workroom within the media center with visibility and sink. This had 

previously been discussed and included in the plan. Approved. 
 

16) Provide sink in nurse’s exam room. Approved. 
 

17) Provide 2-3 network server closets not shown on schematic plan. Approved.  
 
Mr. Petrucelli added an additional item and introduced the concept of swapping the locations of 
the kitchen and the cafeteria.  Approved.  
 
A motion to adjourn was made at 2:07 p.m. 
 

1st. T. Kiff-Judson   2nd

 
.  G. Blanchette  

VOTE: Unanimous.  The motion passed. 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
       Stephen C. Cullinan 
       Superintendent of Schools  
 
 


