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May 2, 2013 

 

 
Minutes 

A regularly scheduled meeting of the Ellington Board of Education Ad Hoc Facilities Committee 
was held on Thursday, May 2, 2013 in the Administration Building.  Committee Chairperson, 
Dan Keune, called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m. Committee members present when the 
meeting was called to order were: Mr. Gary Blanchette, Mr. Dan Keune, Ms. Tracey Kiff-
Judson, and Mr. Ronald Stomberg. Administrators present were: Mr. Michael Larkin, Mr. Steven 
Moccio, Dr. Erin McGurk, Mrs. Margaret Devlin, Mr. Robert Butler and Mr. Stephen Cullinan.  
Also present were: Mr. Peter Williams, Owner’s Representative, Mr. Dean Petrucelli of 
Silver/Petrucelli + Associates and Mr. Will Walter of the BSC Group. 
 

1. Review of Request for Additional Door at Crystal Lake School 
 
Mr. Keune informed the committee that to provide extra security at Crystal Lake School during 
voting when school is in session, the Board of Selectmen have proposed the inclusion of an 
additional door in the gymnasium as part of the renovation project. The additional door should 
eliminate the need for most of the public to go through the school hallways to vote.  
Handicapped access to the gymnasium would still require access through the school. A side 
benefit of the additional door might be that groups such as Parks and Recreation may not need to 
access the main building when using the gymnasium after school hours. Another benefit of the 
additional door might be for moving equipment in and out of the facility as this would be a 
double door. Mr. Petrucelli stated that the cost of a double-door would be in the range of $3,500.  
 
There was discussion as to whether code requirements would allow the rest of the building to be 
locked-off from the gymnasium when used by outside organizations during after school hours. 
This issue will be reviewed with the Fire Marshall. Mr. Petrucelli stated that if both doors were 
double-doors then this might be a possibility. Mr. Cullinan stated that the district calendar does 
not have students in session on the November Election Day. He also stated that it was his 
understanding that the same voting places for the general election must be used for a Presidential 
Preference Primary.  Thus, the doors are being installed for voting use once every four years.  
Mr. Cullinan inquired if Crystal Lake School would be used for voting in any other instance. 
 
A motion was made to amend the Crystal Lake School gymnasium blueprint to include two 
external double-doors in the event that having those doors meets required code for building exits. 
If the double-doors are not sufficient to meet exit code, it was moved to modify the plan to 
include only one double-door as highlighted on the document distributed. 
 

1st. T. Kiff-Judson    2nd

 
. G. Blanchette 

VOTE:  Unanimous. The motion passed. 
 

2. Review of Parking Lot Options at Windermere School 
 

Mr. Keune explained to the committee that after the tragedy at Newtown all schools instituted a 
single-point of entry plan while school is in session at the recommendation of the State Police.  
 



While improving security, this plan also created some parking and bus drop-off issues at some 
schools. The administration contracted with J.R. Russo & Associates, LLC to investigate options 
at Windermere School.  Those options were communicated to Silver/Petrucelli + Associates for 
consideration.  Previously, the Ad Hoc Facilities Committee voted to include changes to the 
Windermere parking and bus drop-off plans to the project if it was determined to be within the 
scope of the bonding resolution and within the approved budget for the project.  
 
Will Walter of BSC Group presented three options for Windermere parking and bus drop-off. 
The cost of the options ranged from $35,000 to $170,000.  The advantages and disadvantages of 
each proposal were reviewed. Option 1 was the least expensive, estimated at about $35,000. It 
does separate bus and parent drop-off. It eliminates pedestrian traffic through the bus area. It 
moves the bus drop-off closer to the building.  However, the parent drop-off is very far from the 
pre-school and kindergarten wing. Options 2 and 3 are estimated to cost approximately $170,000 
each. These options move the parent drop-off closer to the building with the bus drop-off further 
away from the building. Mr. Moccio stated that the J. R. Russo option would work best for his 
school.  It was estimated that this option would cost approximately $35,000.  
 
Mr. Cullinan stated that he had spoken with the Fire Marshall about the four options and he 
believed that any of the four would be acceptable.  It was recommended that the Fire Marshall be 
informed of the final recommendation of the committee.   
 
A motion was made to recommend that the Permanent Building Committee modify the parking 
at Windermere School per the J.R. Russo diagram, as part of the budget for the school building 
project with two handicapped spaces in back maximizing the remaining parking space in the 
back of the building. 
 

1st. T. Kiff-Judson    2nd

 
. G. Blanchette 

VOTE:  Unanimous. The motion passed. 
 

3.  Old Business 
 
There was no old business. 
 

4.  New Business 
 
There was no new business. 
 
A motion to adjourn was made at 3:50 p.m. 
 

1st. T. Kiff-Judson    2nd

 
. G. Blanchette 

VOTE: Unanimous. The motion passed. 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
       Tracey Kiff-Judson 
       Vice-Chair 


