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Board of Education 

Ellington, Connecticut 
 

October 23, 2013 
 
A special meeting of the Ellington Board of Education was held on Wednesday,  
October 23, 2013 in the School Administration Building.  
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Mr. Keune, Chairperson. 
 
Present were: Messrs. Blanchette, Keune, Roberson, Stoughton, and Young; 
Mesdames Kiff-Judson, Picard-Wambolt; Mr. Stephen Cullinan, Superintendent of 
Schools; Dr. Erin McGurk, Director of Educational Services; Dr. Kristy LaPorte, Director 
of Special Services; and Mrs. Margaret Devlin, Director of Business Services.  
Mrs. Hayes arrived at 6:52 p.m. and Student Representative DelPiano arrived at 6:54 
p.m. Mr. Friedman and Mr. McNamar were absent. 
 
BOOK DISCUSSION: 
 
Creating Innovators:  The Making of Young People Who Will Change the World by Tony 
Wagner 
 
Dr. McGurk distributed a handout to prompt discussion asking members what ideas 
from the text resonated or intrigued them, what ideas challenged their thinking or did 
they disagree with, and what implications might these ideas have for our work as 
educators? 
 
Mr. Blanchette noted a concern that Advanced Placement courses appear to require 
content rather than inquiry. Dr. McGurk noted that the design of AP courses has 
typically required teachers to provide instruction that is very heavy in content. Recently, 
many AP courses have undergone redesign to address that issue and instead have 
students go deeper into a smaller number of topics.  
 
Dr. Young noted one can teach in a way that nurtures creativity.  The emphasis of play 
is a positive point in the book.  The author emphasizes project based/problem based 
type learning which allows students to find their passion earlier and follow it.   
Mr. Roberson cited the need to do more to encourage critical thinking skills, although 
teachers are doing a better job than in the past. He stressed innovation versus critical 
thinking, applying parts of a curriculum to every-day thinking, creating problem solvers, 
and using collaborative sharing. 
 
Mr. Keune stated that while there are those willing to take risks, risks don’t always have 
positive outcomes, as not all the examples in the book were success stories.  An idea 
that resonated in an uncomfortable manner with him throughout book was that rather 
than encouraging innovation, educators are often seen to encourage the “right” answer.  
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Ms. Kiff-Judson commented on the author’s statement: “…cannot separate innovation 
from disobedience.”  Certain children may have a predisposition to a specific type of 
learning although the book’s premise is that any child can be made into an innovator. 
Dr. LaPorte stated that teachers have to work within the parameters of their curriculum 
but must also address various learning styles and those students who think “outside the 
box.”  Teachers must consider the needs of all students.  
 
Mr. Keune thanked Dr. McGurk and the Board members for their thoughtful feedback. 
 
A motion was made at 7:00 p.m. to adjourn the meeting. 
 

1st.  M. Young  2nd.  K. Picard-Wambolt 
 
VOTE: Unanimous. The motion passed. 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
       Tracey Kiff-Judson 
       Vice-Chair 
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