
Ellington High School                                                                                                                              860.896.2352                                                                                 

37 Maple Street, P.O. Box 149, Ellington, CT  06029                                                  www.ellingtonpublicschools.org 

MID DECEMBER 2016 

 

Winter Concert 

 

January Calendar/Exams 

 

National Latin Exam 

 

PSAT Scores 

Featured stories in this newsletter 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

 

It was my pleasure to meet many parents and guardians at our first 

student-led conferences. Judging by the overwhelming positive responses 

from parents, teachers, and students I believe the conferences were very 

successful. The participation tripled our mini-conference night attendance. 

I would also like to thank those parents who provided some great insights 

as we look forward to refining this process before the March conferences. 

The exit surveys that were submitted will also provide us with meaningful 

feedback that we will use to take steps toward continuous improvement. 

 

On another note, I would like to congratulate all of our chorus students 

under the direction of Mr. Richard Diamond for their outstanding concert 

that was held this past Tuesday. Our instrumental winter concert will be 

held on Thursday, December 22 at 7:30 pm. This concert, under the 

direction of Mr. Matt DeLassus, will feature the concert band, wind 

ensemble, jazz band and steel drum band. 

 

Our winter sport season is now officially underway. Our hockey team 

plays this Saturday at 4:00 pm at the Enfield Twin Rinks, and the boys 

basketball team has their opening game on Tuesday at 7:00 pm against 

Granby. We hope to see you there. 

 

The next Parent Advisory Meetings will be held on Thursday, January 26 

at 7:15 am and again at 6:30 pm in the library presentation room. 

 

Sincerely, 

Neil Rinaldi, Principal 

——————————————————————————————— 
Congratulations 

Congratulations to Amanda Marcus who was selected to represent EHS 

at the Hugh O’Brian Youth Leadership Seminar. One sophomore from each 

high school in Connecticut is given the opportunity to attend a three day 

conference which focuses on leadership skill development and community 

service.  

——————————————————————————————— 
Instrumental Winter Concert 

The Winter Concert featuring the Concert Band, Jazz Band, Wind 

Ensemble, and Steel Drum Band will be held on Thursday, December 22th 

at 7:30 pm in the Gordon C. Getchell Auditorium. General admission is $4 

with free admission for senior citizens and children under five years of 

age. Please come out and support music in the Ellington Public Schools.  

——————————————————————————————— 
The Season of Giving 

On Saturday, December 3, FBLA Future Business Leaders of America 

(FBLA) members volunteered at the Ellington Winterfest Celebration. FBLA 

President, Tim Ross, offered his digital equipment and expertise taking 

photos of children and families in front of a green screen, adding a festive 

background image, and printing a holiday photo for visitors to take home. 

FBLA helpers at the event included Emma Babiec, Jodi Norton, Jonathan 

Conte, and Jacob Berardo, who assisted with fun holiday props, organizing 

the patrons, and recording contact info to send photos to email addresses. 

In addition, FBLA Members Melanie Makula, Alyssa Thibodeau-Grivois, and  
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Alice Mahon helped with set-up and preparations for the event. Visitors 

had only positive feedback for the FBLA group and were appreciative to 

have the service provided for a second year. The students were proud to 

represent FBLA for this rewarding community service experience! 

 

Several faculty and staff members recently participated in an after school 

cookie swap.  In addition to the quantity baked for the cookie swap, all 

bakers baked at least an extra dozen.  These extra cookies were 

combined to prepare cookie platters for donation to the Cornerstone Soup 

Kitchen in Rockville.  They were delivered and gratefully accepted.  It was 

the hope that this small gesture by each baker resulted in making the day 

a bit brighter for all who had their evening meal there that night. 

 

The Hands Creating Hope Club donated two boxes filled with toiletries, 

hats, gloves, mittens, and pillowcases to the Tri-Town Shelter.  

 

The EHS Treble Chorus, directed by EHS Director of Vocal Music Richard 

Diamond, sang for the Ellington Women’s Club at their Holiday Celebration 

Event on December 7. The group sang many of the pieces they performed 

in the Winter Concert the following week. After they sang, the students 

and many of their parents stayed to visit with members of the Ellington 

Women’s Club. 

 

Members of the Robert W. Murphy Chapter of the National Honor Society 

played key roles in making the Ellington Senior Center Annual Holiday 

Dinner a special occasion for the 108 Ellington senior citizens in 

attendance.  Students provided musical entertainment, served the meals, 

and made centerpieces for the tables.  The officers—Elizabeth Canavan, 

Emma Johnson, Jessica Jones, and Jenna Hartnett—worked with Senior 

Center Director Erin Graziani and served as the student coordinators.  

Servers included Sneha Koripella, Kendall Sirica, Jenni Giacalone, Tom 

Arbeiter, Randy Philavong, and Julia Pepitone.  Carolers were Dan 

Bocchino, Olivia Palmer, Nick Cantin, Jenna Hartnett, Grace Hinckley, 

Adam Mayne, Jenni Giacalone, Jessica Jones, Elizabeth Canavan, April 

Phelps, Logan McDonald, Kate Walder, and Samantha Judson.  Tim Ross 

provided technical support.  Decorators were Marley Binkowski, Alicia 

Russell, Emily Wheeler, Caitlyn Gresh, Melody Crane, Isabella Savona, 

Courtney Fitzsimons, Sneha Koripella, Arthi Jaishanker, Julia Pepitone, 

and Rachel Feenstra.  In an expression of gratitude, our students have 

been invited back in February for punch and baked treats. 

——————————————————————————————— 
Looking Ahead to Mid-Year Exams 

Mid-year exams are scheduled for January 17, 18, 19, and 20.  On exam 

days the high school will be on an early release schedule with dismissal at 

11:05. In the event of a school cancellation prior to exams all exams will 

be moved forward one day for each occurrence.    

 

The exam schedule is: 

 

January 17 

H Block Exam 7:35—9:10 

G Block Exam 9:30—11:05 

 

January 18 

F Block Exam 7:35—9:10 

E Block Exam 9:30—11:05 

 

January 19 

D Block Exam 7:35—9:10 

C Block Exam 9:30—11:05 

 

January 20 

B Block Exam 7:35—9:10 

A Block Exam 9:30—11:05 

 

The exam schedule is posted on the school web site. Any subsequent 

changes in the schedule due to weather or other postponements will be 

posted as they occur.   
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Spirit Blanket Sales Continue for the Holidays 

Giving something to someone special is truly a sign of caring and 

kindness.  The warmth that a gift brings makes the season much more 

enjoyable! 
 

Sometimes, you may find it difficult to decide what to buy..and with that 

in mind, we have a solution for those high school students that are hard 

to shop for in a gift that is useful, colorful, comfortable, and will last a 

lifetime! 

 

Your EHS Student Council is continuing to sell Spirit Blankets throughout 

this season of giving.  They are 60”x80”, durable, machine washable, and 

display the school colors and mascot.  Your high school student(s) could 

use the blanket at the ice rink, cozying up on the couch to watch NetFlix, 

in the car on long trips to Grandma’s house, or as a comforter on the 

bed.  Do you have graduate students from EHS?  Get one for their dorm 

room! They come with their own carrying tote bag and cost only 

$40.00.  Over 275 have been sold to date! 

 

Partial proceeds from the sales have already gone to the new Veterans  

Plaque displayed in the high school listing all high school graduates from 

EHS who proudly served in our Armed Forces.  By purchasing a spirit 

blanket, you are helping to fund other student activities that are 

sponsored by Student Council and getting a very useful product as well. 

 

We accept cash or checks (payable to the EHS Activity Fund).  Contact Mr. 

David Helmin, Student Council Advisor, at dhelmin@ellingtonschools.net 

for purchasing and pick-up information. 

——————————————————————————————— 
Hour of Code 

EHS hosted its first Hour of Code on Monday, December 5th with 22 

students that explored a variety of innovative practices through computer 

science.  The Hour of Code started as a one-hour introduction to computer 

science, designed to demystify "code", to show that anybody can learn 

the basics, and to broaden participation in the field of computer science. 

It has since become a worldwide effort to celebrate computer science, 

starting with one-hour coding activities but expanding to all sorts of 

community efforts,” https://hourofcode.com.  At EHS students were 

directed to https://code.org/learn to find ideas to help them get started 

and join the annual global event.  Some students programmed robots, 

printed in Python, and decoded encrypted songs, while others played 

Pong, battled enemies, and designed racing code to beat the bot car.   

 

Students left saying, “It was fun to learn about code,” and, “It was a 

great experience that I would definitely try again.”   Students were also 

encouraged to upload their progress to their EHS Portfolios and to check 

out the EHS Program of Studies courses such as AP Computer Science 

Principles, Computer Programming & Mobile App Development, Robotics, 

CAD and 3D Modeling, Music Production, or Graphic Design. If you are 

interested in trying to code but missed our annual event, check out the 

links or search Hour of Code.   

——————————————————————————————— 
Invitation for Latin Students to Take the National Latin Exam 

All Latin students have been invited to participate in the 2017 National 

Latin Exam. The National Latin Exam is a 40-item multiple-choice test that 

is based on what the average Latin student of their level has learned this 

year. Students compete against the test along with students at their own 

Latin level (I, II, III, IV). Over 150,000 Latin students take the exam each 

year. Participation alone looks great on a college application; even more 

so if a student scores high enough to place and earn an award. Over the 

years, Ellington High School has produced numerous students who have 

done just that. 

 

There is a cost of $5.00 per student to take the National Latin Exam. 

Students who plan to take the exam need to give Mrs. White the fee 

before Winter Recess (cash or a check made out to EHS Activity Fund) so 

we can send in our registration. The exam will be given in late February or 

early March during the school day. The exact date, time and location of 

the 45-minute exam will be announced at a later date. If you have any 

questions regarding the National Latin Exam, email Mrs. White. You can 

also find information, including prior tests and practice materials, at the 

official National Latin Exam Website: http://www.nle.org/ 
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Library Media Center News 

The Library Media Center December newsletter has been posted 

here. 

———————————————————————————— 
Yearbook News 

For Seniors 

Seniors have been called down to view their submission in the 

book this week.  If any senior has not submitted a picture or the 

data sheet, they should see Mrs. Kuehn as soon as possible. 

 

Senior Parent/Sibling Recognition  

ALL Parent/Sibling Recognition Ads must be ordered directly 

through Jostens at www.jostens.com/yearbookads. This will allow 

for specific formatting if desired. All Recognition ads must be 

placed online by December 23, 2016. For information, please see 

the link below. 

h t t p : / / w w w . e l l i n g t o n p u b l i c s c h o o l s . o r g / u p l o a d e d /

High_School_Files/Publications/Newsletters/EHS_Ad_Sales.pdf 

 

For All Students 

Yearbook Orders 

Beginning December 17th yearbooks will be on sale for $75 and 

forms are available on the school website, in the office, or outside 

room 350.  Payment can be cash or check made out to EHS 

Activity Fund. These are only for yearbooks that are NOT 

personalized. All personalized yearbooks must be ordered online 

directly through Jostens. A link is available below and on the 

Yearbook page of the school website.  The cost is $75 for the book, 

$5 for the student’s name, and $3 for each icon.  

 

Business Ads 

The Ellington High School Yearbook Staff would like to offer you 

the opportunity to advertise your business by placing an ad in the 

2017 EHS Yearbook. Please submit your ads and payment by 

December 30, 2016.  Checks should be made payable to EHS 

Activity Fund. Forms are available at the link below. 

 
Full Page Ad $500.00      Half Page Ad $250.00     Quarter Page Ad $150.00       Eighth Page Ad 

$100.00 

 

http://www.ellingtonpublicschools.org/uploaded/

High_School_Files/Publications/

Newsletters/2017_Ellington_High_School_Business_Ad_Order_For

m_-_new_businesses.pdf  

 

All ads will be in color unless specified. We have desktop 

publishing capability at EHS, and are happy to assist you with your 

layout, or you may submit your finished ad as a .jpeg file at 

300dpi.  

 

Al l  e lectronic submissions should be sent to 

skuehn@ellingtonps.net. All mail should be sent to: Susan Kuehn, 

Yearbook Advisor, Ellington High School, 37 Maple Street, P.O. Box 

149, Ellington, CT 06029. If you have any questions, please 

contact Mrs. Kuehn by email or at 860.896.2352 ext. 350. 

———————————————————————————— 
Guidance Department News 

College Application Deadlines 

College Applications - seniors are reminded that all college 

applications with a January 1st deadline must be submitted 

the On-line Application Request form to the guidance office 

no later than Wednesday, December 14th.  The guidance office 

will be closed during the holiday break from Friday, December 

23rd at 11:35 a.m. until Tuesday, January 3rd at 7:25 a.m.  

Therefore, transcripts and letters of recommendations will not be 

available during this time period.  We recommend that seniors 

submit their college applications as soon as possible for a variety 

of reasons.  Many colleges follow a practice known as “rolling 

admissions” where the earlier a student applies the sooner they’ll 

get an answer from the college, allowing them to plan and make 

decisions in a more timely fashion.  The guidance staff will submit 

student’s support materials (transcript and letters of 
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recommendation) on-line through Naviance or mail them to 

colleges.  Seniors are reminded that they are responsible for 

sending their SAT and/or ACT scores directly from the testing 

agency to colleges and universities.  

 

PSAT 

Representatives from College Board have informed us that the 

PSAT results will be available after December 12th.  Students can 

view their online score reports by logging on to their accounts at 

https://studentscores.collegeboard.org/home. Additionally, school 

counselors will distribute results to students.  College Board offers 

a free online college and career planning resource for PSAT/

NMSQT test-takers.  All students who took the PSAT/NMSQT will 

receive access to connect to Khan Academy at 

www.khanacademy.org/sat  which is a free online SAT practice. 

Students will receive log-in information on their PSAT/NMSQT 

Score Reports and will have immediate access to a rich array of 

college planning information.  For more information, visit http://

www.collegeboard.com/student  

 

SAT 

Sign up now for the Saturday, January 21st SAT.  The registration 

deadline is Wednesday, December 21st.  Students can register on 

line at www.collegeboard.org  

 

ACT 

Sign up now for the Saturday, February 11th ACT.  The registration 

deadline is Friday, January 13th.  Students can register on line 

www.actstudent.org    

——————————————————————————— 
News from Ellington Youth Services 

Take the Survey! Please visit our website at youth.ellington-

ct.gov for the link to take our Parent Survey. You can enter to win 

a $50 Big Y Gift Card just by completing the survey. We are 

always adding new programs for all ages as well as workshops and 

speakers for parents. We want to know what issues or interests 

pertain to your whole family. The survey will be available until 

December 31st.  For more information, contact Diane Lasher-Penti 

at Youth Services at dpenti@ellington-ct.gov or call 860.870.3130. 

 

Video Contest! The Decide to Be Kind campaign continues to 

encourage kindness in the Ellington Community. All Ellington 

residents are invited to enter the “Kindness Counts” Video Contest. 

Make a one minute or less video showing what kindness means to 

you or describe in the video some form of kindness you received or 

gave away. The contest runs until December 31st. Two $50 Visa 

Gift Cards will be awarded, one to a youth and one to an adult. 

Parent written permission is required for any entry from a youth 

under age 18. One large video will be produced after the contest is 

complete. P lease visi t  youth.el l ington -ct.gov or 

www.decidetobekind.com for more information or call Youth 

Services at 860.870.3130. 

——————————————————————————— 

Upcoming Events at Hall Memorial Library 

On Thursday, January 26 at 7:00pm, licensed Washington D.C. 

tour guide Mariann Millard will present Hail to the Chief- an 

illustrated history of presidential inaugurations, from Washington's 

1789 ceremony to Obama's January 2009 event. Through images 

and anecdotes she will bring to life the oath, the speech, the 

parade, the White House move-in, and the celebratory balls. This 

program is free but pre-registration at library.ellington-ct.gov is 

required or call the library at 860-870-3160 for assistance. 

 

The 2nd annual  Mini-Golf at the Library fundraiser for the 

Friends of the Library will be held on Saturday, February 4 from 

10:00 am—5:00 pm. The library will be turned into a giant mini-

golf course for the day, with kids and adults putting up and down 

the aisles, through the hallways, and even down the stairs! All 

holes have been sponsored by local businesses who will be building 

obstacles for their fairways. There will also be magicians, face  

https://studentscores.collegeboard.org/home
http://www.khanacademy.org/sat
http://www.collegeboard.com/student
http://www.collegeboard.com/student
http://www.collegeboard.org
http://www.actstudent.org
mailto:dpenti@ellington-ct.gov
http://www.decidetobekind.com
http://library.ellington-ct.gov/
tel:(860)%20870-3160


painting, a food court and a teacup raffle to complete the day. 

Ticket prices have been kept very low so everyone can participate 

in the fun.  

———————————————————————————— 
Nondiscrimination Notice 

The Ellington Board of Education does not discriminate on the 

basis of race, color, religious creed, ancestry, marital status, 

gender identity or expression, genetic information, national/ethnic 

origin, age, sex, sexual orientation, or disability including, but not 

limited to, intellectual disability: past or present history of mental 

disorder, past or present history of physical disability, past or 

present history of learning disability in its programs, activities, and 

employment practices as set forth in compliance with the Office of 

Civil Rights, Title VI, Title IX, and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation 

Act. Any person having inquiries concerning the Ellington Public 

Schools’ compliance with Title VI, Title IX and Section 504, should 

contact Dr. Kristy LaPorte, Director of Special Services at the 

Ellington Public Schools, P. O. Box 179, 47 Main Street, Ellington, 

CT 06029 or (860) 896-2300. 

 

  

 

 

 

 


