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Tonight’s Goals:
❖ Understand the redesigned SAT format and context.
❖ Understand how instructional practices will support students’ readiness 

for the SAT test.
❖ Know where additional supports and resources can be found for out of 

school practice.



Redesigned 
structure



Time & Structure of the test

�With fewer, but 
longer sections, 
students will be 

working in longer, 
uninterrupted blocks of 

time.  

Old SAT Redesigned SAT

Math
● 2 (25 minute)
● 1 (20 minute)

Math
● 1 (calculator allowed- 55 

minutes)
● 1 (no calculator- 20 

minutes)

Critical Reading
● 2 (25 minute)
● 1 (20 minute)

Reading
● 1 (65 minutes)

Writing
● 1 essay (25 minutes)
● 1 grammar (25 minutes)
● 1 grammar (10 minutes)

Experimental
● 1 (25 minutes)

Writing & Language
● 1 (35 minutes)

Essay (optional)
● 1 (50 minutes)

Total Time: 
3 hours, 45 minutes

Total Time:
3 hours

Total Time w/Essay: 3 hours, 50 
minutes



What we know about scoring...
● Previously there were 5 multiple choice options, now there are only 4

● There is no longer any penalty for incorrect answers

● Previous composite score of 600-2400, now total score of 400-1600



The Four Math Domains
1)  Heart of Algebra

� --Linear Equations

� --Fluency

�2) Problem Solving and Data 
Analysis

� --Ratios, rates, proportions
�

3)  Passport to Advanced Math

� --Quadratic, exponential 
functions

� --Procedural skills and fluency

�4)  Additional Topics in Math

� --geometric & trigonometric 
concepts



Changes in Math
Old SAT

● �Covered: Arithmetic, Algebra 
1, Geometry, some Algebra 2

● �Calculators were permitted in 
every math section 

Redesigned SAT

● Application-based, multi-step 
questions; Higher level math 
(including trigonometry)

● A deep understanding of the 
theories behind mathematical 
principles, such as building 
equations.

● �Calculators only allowed in the 
longer of the two math sections



Overall for Math...
● �Out of all of the sections, Math has changed the least. The skills tested have shifted, but the 

format is almost the same.

● There are now multi-step problems that ask the student to take multiple mathematical steps.

● There is one section that bans the calculator. This doesn't change the difficulty, since these 
problems are inappropriate for calculators anyway.

● Basic trigonometry is now on the test, but there are very few questions that test this.



How we’re supporting SAT changes in the Math 
classroom

● Asking more: application-based questions, multi-step problems

● Redesigning assessments to include non-calculator questions

● Realigning essential trigonometry concepts into Algebra 2

● �Utilizing the SAT formula sheet which is given and students do not need to memorize some 
equations, the importance is on their APPLICATIONS. 

● �Greater emphasis on: data interpretation and graphs; algebra and solving equations; realistic 
scenarios as prompts for questions.



SAT: Evidence-
Based Reading 
& Writing



Alignment to College and Career Readiness 
Standards 

● Read, analyze, and use reasoning to comprehend challenging literary and informational 
texts, including texts on science and history/social studies topics

● Revise and edit extended texts across a range of academic and career-related subjects for 
expression of ideas and to show facility with a core set of grammar, usage, and 
punctuation conventions; 

● Make careful and deliberate use of evidence as they read and write; 

● Demonstrate skill in analyzing data, including data represented graphically in tables, 
graphs, charts, and the like, in conjunction with reading and writing texts

● Reveal an understanding of words in context and how word choice helps shape meaning 
and tone.



The Reading Test 
● Focused on the assessment of 

students’ comprehension and 
reasoning skills (not content)

● Text Complexity ranges from 
9th/10th grade to postsecondary 
leveled texts

● Passages can be paired with 
another text or graphic

● Across a range of content areas

❖ 4 passages and 1 paired 
passage
➢ US & World Literature - 1 

passage
➢ History/Social Studies - 2 

passages, or 1 pair
➢ Science - 2 passages or 1 pair



What do Students Need to Read?
➢ Read across content and 

disciplinary specific texts

➢ Read across world and literary 
texts, including multicultural texts

➢ Analyze passages and texts 
considering topics such as rights 
and freedoms.

➢ Analyze author’s craft, word choice, 
and infer meaning of texts.

“The goal here is not to prepare students for specific 
test passages— the Reading Test does not follow a 
prescribed list of texts—but instead to acquaint 
students with the nature and challenges of reading 
such works and to engage them in the 
“conversations” these texts inspire. 

All of the information needed to answer the 
associated Reading Test questions is found in the 
passages themselves—the test does not assume that 
students will have read these passages previously.”

- From the Redesigned SAT, College Board



Sample Word Choice Question
Mattie Silver had lived under Ethan’s roof for a year, and from early morning till they met at 
supper he had frequent chances of seeing her; but no moments in her company were 
comparable to those when, her arm in his, and her light step flying to keep time with his long 
stride, they walked back through the night to the farm.

1.  In the context of the passage, the author’s use of the phrase “her light step flying to keep 
time with his long stride” is primarily meant to convey the idea that
(A) Ethan and Mattie share a powerful enthusiasm.
(B) Mattie strives to match the speed at which Ethan works.
(C) Mattie and Ethan playfully compete with each other.
(D) Ethan walks at a pace that frustrates Mattie.



Important Instructional Strategies 
➢ Use multiple reading passages of varying lengths and text complexity

➢ Give students multiple opportunities to practice analysis and synthesis using both fiction and 
nonfiction texts, including:

○ Historical texts from the U.S. Founding Documents

○ Science and Informational texts

○ Multicultural literature

➢ Include graphs, tables, and charts in reading assignments. Students will be asked to interpret 
graphics and make connections between graphics and passages. 

➢ Analyze the way authors use word choice, structure, and other techniques to create a desired 
effect in both fiction and nonfiction passages.

➢ Build independent reading stamina.

➢ Teach students to closely read, annotate, and persevere when text is hard.



Words in Context
● Will not test students on the meaning of obscure, seldom-used words and phrases

● Students will determine the meaning of Tier 2 vocabulary in context

● Students will analyze how word choice shape meaning and tone

● Writing and Language: Students will improve the precision, concision, and context 
appropriateness of expression.

❖ Questions will be embedded in multi-paragraph passages across content-areas



Sample Words in Context Question
[. . .] The coming decades will likely see more intense clustering of jobs, innovation, and 
productivity in a smaller number of bigger cities and city-regions. Some regions could end up 
bloated beyond the capacity of their infrastructure, while others struggle, their promise 
stymied by inadequate human or other resources. Adapted from Richard Florida, The Great Reset. 
©2010 by Richard Florida.

As used in line 1, “intense” most nearly means
A) emotional.
B) concentrated.
C) brilliant.
D) determined



Words in Context Instructional Strategies
➢ Select a particularly meaningful or powerful word or 

phrase
○ Substitute for it another word or phrase of similar meaning.
○ Discuss how the new word choice impacts the tone and style 

of the passage.
➢ Practice revising and editing during class

○ Allow students to refine their own work, as well as the work 
of their peers.

○ Build analysis skills related to grammatical conventions, word 
choice, and sentence structure in extended contexts.

➢ Revisit previous writing assignments
○ Allow students to alter their word choices, or otherwise edit 

their work to strengthen their skills.



The Writing and Language Test - Non Essay
➢ Engage in real world revision and editing tasks

○ Questions based on extended prose passages
○ Across the range of content areas and types of text
○ Revision of text will include:  

■ Topic development
■ Accuracy (consistency between text and graphic[s])
■ Logic and cohesion
■ Effective use of language.
■ Grammar, usage, and punctuation conventions

➢ Does not require students to provide written responses -- multiple-choice questions only.



Instructional Practices
➢ Practice writing and language analysis skills focused on:

○ Effective language use

○ Expression of ideas

○ Properly utilizing standard English conventions

➢ Using the informational graphics, provide students with inaccurate interpretations 
of data and ask them to correct the error(s).

➢ Practice revising and editing writing assignments.



Scoring



● Khan Academy  -  www.khanacademy.org/sat

○ The College Board and Khan Academy have 
partnered to provide online SAT test preparation 
programs and resources entirely free of charge.

○ Practice programs will be individually targeted to 
address each student’s greatest areas of need 
(based on diagnostic assessment on 
khanacademy.org.)

○ https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.
org/sat/practice 

● SAT App
○ SAT practice problem of the day

How to Help Prepare for the Redesigned SAT

http://www.khanacademy.org/sat
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/practice
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/practice
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/practice
http://www.khanacademy.org/sat


Questions


