
July 10, 2015 

Dear 8th Grade Parents and Students, 

It is our pleasure to welcome your child to the eighth grade at Ellington Middle School.  As in the past, 

the 8th grade will be divided into two teams – Lions and Tigers.  Please note, we will post the 2015 – 16 

team assignments on the doors of our two main entrances on Friday, August 21 at 2 PM. Students will 

receive their individualized course schedules on the first day of school. 

We are sure everyone is avidly reading books from the list provided in June.  In case your child has lost 

the list, please let them know they can access all the information needed regarding required summer 

reading at http://ellingtonschools.org/emslibrary 

As eighth grade teachers, we have high expectations for our students and we are committed to doing 

our best to instill good character, a sense of curiosity, academic success, and being a responsible 

member of the EMS community.  Students will be expected to play an active role in their learning.  We 

strive to promote good behavior and accept success through positive feedback and rewards. 

One expectation that we find needs regular attention is getting students organized in their daily routine.  

In the past, to help students with organization, we offered a program called ‘Operation Organization’ 

which allowed parents to purchase from the school a color-coordinated collection of binders and 

supporting school supplies.  Due to the shift to working in a more digital environment with our 

increasing access to Google Chrome books, we will not be offering ‘Operation Organization’ school 

supplies packets.  Instead, each of our content area asks that you purchase the following: 

Language Arts  1 inch blue binder 

Math   1 inch white binder and a one subject spiral-bound notebook 

Science   1 inch black binder 

Social Studies  Two pocket folder 

Unified Arts  Two pocket folder 

World Language Teacher will advise on first day of school 

 

Finally, we also highly recommend students come to school with a pencil case containing a starter 

supply of pencils, pens, and erasers as well as a good quality set of earbuds. Please note: due to our 

small student lockers, items like Trapper Keepers and large zipper binders often cause locker jams.  As a 

result, these large binders are not allowed at the middle school. 

 

May we recommend the following in preparing for the new school year: 

READ! Don’t forget about the EMS summer reading program-great books and great prizes! 
Our challenge? Try to read at least 10 books! Check out our student-run blog for some 

great book suggestions…http://blogs.ellingtonschools.org/larkin/ 

Have fun shopping for appropriate school clothes! 

Enjoy the rest of the summer! 

 

Get ready for a great year here at Ellington Middle School! 

EMS 8th Grade Team Teachers: 

Lions – Mrs. Balnis, Mrs. Hoffman, Ms. Leone and Mrs. Perkins  

Tigers - Mrs. Brogle, Mrs. King, Mr. O’Neil and Mrs. Vibert-Johnson 

http://ellingtonschools.org/emslibrary/SummerReading/2014.html


     


