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Mark  
Your 
Calendar 
 

SEPTEMBER 2016 
 

30   Student Council Elections 

____________________________________ 
 

School Counselor Corner: Cheney 
Tech Visits EMS 
 

A representative from Howell 
Cheney Technical High School will be 
visiting us at Ellington Middle School 
on Wednesday, October 12, during 
X-Block. 
 

Any 7th or 8th grader who is 
interested in attending this 
informational session must sign  
up in Guidance.  Please see Mrs. 
Shaw or Mr. Raiola if you have any 
questions. 
For your information, applications 
and information can also be found at 
www.cttech.org/cheney.  
________________________________________ 
 

School Counselor Corner: 
Rockville Vo-Ag visits Ellington 
Middle School 
 

A representative from Rockville 
Vo-Ag will be visiting Ellington 
Middle School on October 12th 

 during X-Block.  Any 7th or 8th  
grader, who is interested in  
attending this informational session 
about Rockville Agricultural Science 
and Technology Program, should 
sign up in Guidance. Please see  
Mrs. Shaw or Mr. Raiola if you have 
any questions. 
 

 

Meet the New Staff 
 

Hello, I’m Linda Gorman and I am 
working as an Educational Aide with 
Adam Schumacher.  Previously I have 
worked and subbed mostly at 
Windermere School. After subbing a 
number of times here at the Middle 
School last year, I discovered that 
Middle School students are a fun and 
interesting group. I am excited to be  
here full time and love seeing so many 
familiar faces  from Windermere! 
 

I am originally from the Boston area.  
My husband, Brendan,  and I moved to 
Connecticut for a job opportunity with 
the goal of returning to Massachusetts  
in two or three years.  Fourteen years 
later, we are happily still Ellington 
residents! I have two children who  
have come up through the Ellington 
school system. Mackenzie is a currently
a senior at Ellington High School and 
Robby is a junior.  
 

We love living in Ellington and try to  
take advantage of all the community  
has to offer.  We have been involved in 
Rec Department  sports where I was 
Robby’s basketball coach for several 
years. Mackenzie is active in the  
Opening Knight Players and performed 
in the first community theatre 
production several years ago.  We also 

are active with the 
youth group at  
Ellington Baptist 
Church. 
 

I am very happy to be  
in Ellington  
Connecticut where I  
can still root for all my 
Boston teams and I  
am excited to now be 
part of the EMS family! 

Hello! My name is Lindsay Regier 
and I am the new 8th grade 
Language Arts teacher at  
Ellington Middle School. I am  
new to the Ellington community, 
but have been working with 
students of all ages for the past 5 
years in Massachusetts – I am 
excited to be working with each 
and every one of you! 
 

I received my Bachelors Degree 
from the University of Saint  
Joseph College and my Master’s 
Degree from the University of 
Massachusetts Amherst.  While 
attending school I tutored middle 
schoolers, assisted in helping to 
create a literary magazine, and 
brought in experts from the 
surrounding MA community to 
assist in teaching ASL to my 
students. 
 

When I’m not teaching I enjoy 
running, reading, hiking,  
watching sports, and cooking! My 
favorite thing(s) to cook are  
soups and muffins (gluten free,  
of course!). I enjoy learning about
new and unique cultures, so I am 
usually spending the weekend 
researching cuisine from around 
the world and trying my hand at 
replicating a dish. 
 

I am very excited to begin my  
work with you at Ellington  
Middle School!  

 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.ellingtonpublicschools.org/schools/ellington-middle-school
http://www.cttech.org/cheney
http://www.cttech.org/cheney


 

Meet the New  Staff continued… 
 

Hello, my name is Diann Riley and I 
am a Special Education 
Paraprofessional at Ellington 
Middle School this year.  Prior to 
coming to EMS, I was a Special 
Education Paraprofessional at 
Windermere School.  I am very 
excited to be here at EMS, and 
enjoy working with the wonderful 
students and staff! 
 

I earned a bachelor's degree in 
Psychology from the University of 
Connecticut and worked at The 
Hartford for several years before 
moving to Ellington with my family. 
 

My husband and I have three 
daughters and a son who keep us 
very busy with their sports 
activities. Our two oldest 
daughters, Hannah and Sarah are 
both students at St. Assumption 
College in Worcester, MA. Hannah 
plays tennis for Assumption and we 
love to go to her matches! Our 
youngest daughter Rebekah is a 
senior at Ellington High school and 
plays on the Knights volleyball 
team. Our son Ben is a sophomore 
and plays football. We love to go to 
as many games and matches as we 
can! 
 

I am looking forward to an exciting 
year at EMS! 
 
 

 

Bonjour! My name is Melissa  
Scarbrough and I am teaching French at 
both Ellington Middle and Ellington  
High schools; this year I have 7th grade 
A block students. I am thrilled to be 
joining and working with the Ellington 
community who have been, already, so 
positive and supportive! I feel very 
fortunate to be sharing this experience 
with everyone here! 
 

I went to the University of Connecticut 
(go Huskies!) for 5 years, during which 
I received a Bachelors of Science in 
Education, Bachelors of Art in French,  
and a Masters in Curriculum and 
Instruction. I still love to go back to  
Uconn to visit professors and hear 
about new research and go to games! I 
have had the amazing opportunity to  
live for a year in Paris, France where I 
taught English to 6th and 7th grade 
students at a middle school in the 18th 
district under French teacher-trainers, 
and I officially student taught at  
Windsor High School. I have had 
internships in Hartford in a Special 
Education classroom, Glastonbury for 
French, and Windham where I learned 
how to support homeless identified 
students, as well. I am excited about 
working with both schools, I truly get  
the best of both worlds! 
 

In my free time I am an avid reader, 
learner, explorer, and traveler. I always 
have a book or comic in my purse or 
backpack (sometimes both!) in a  
variety of languages. I think of 
 languages almost like potato chips - it's 
so hard to stop at one, or two, or even 
three! So I am learning Arabic, Spanish, 
and Portuguese in addition to  
constantly practicing French. I love 
traveling, partially as 
an excuse to use those 
languages, especially 
in France or other 
Francophone 
countries. I also  
love to be outside and 
exploring, running or 
hiking. 

Student Council Election  
 

Student Council elections will 
be held this 
Friday, 
September 30th. 
All speeches 
were due 
yesterday (9/28) 
to Mrs. Reynolds. If a copy of 
the speech was not submitted 
by the deadline, the student 
forfeited their ability to run for 
office. Please encourage 
students to practice their 
speech in a loud, slow, clear 
voice. Students are also 
encouraged to dress nicely for 
the elections. If you have any 
questions, please contact the 
school. 
___________________________________________________________________ 

 

School Counseling Corner  
 

Open House at the Agricultural 
Science and Technology 
Education Center at Rockville 
High School will be held on 
November 10th from 6 to 8 pm. 
Enjoy a self-guided tour of the 
facilities, meet current students 
and alumni, view student 
demonstrations, meet the staff 
and see the animals.  Learn how 
high school students in the 
Agricultural Science and 
Technology Program become 
college and career ready!  Open 
to the public. 
______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Stop the Stigma About Opioid 
& Heroin Addiction 

 

Youth Services will sponsor a  
panel discussion on Monday, 
October 24th from 7 to 9 pm in the
Ellington High School library. The 
discussion is entitled “Stop the 
Stigma: Let’s Talk about Opioid & 
Heroin Addiction.”Please see the 
flyer for more information about 
the panel: Stop the Stigma Flyer  

 

http://youth.ellington-ct.gov/DocumentCenter/View/238


 

EMSPTO News 
 

EMSPTO is looking for volunteers to 
chair the concession stand, the raffle, 
and the publicity for the Craft and 
Vendor Fair.  The fair will be held on 
November 12 and is our one big 
fundraiser for the school.  In the past, 
proceeds from the fair and from 
membership have helped purchase 
smart boards, Chromebooks, and a 
new sound system for the auditorium. 
This year we hope to help fund a 
"maker space" in the library.  If you 
can help, please contact Brenda at 
EMSFair@gmail.com.  
________________________________ 
 

Google Help for Parents 
 

Hey parents, need help navigating 
Google?  Check out our parent page 
for videos on how to login to your 
student's google account and navigate 
the different apps. 
 

http://ellingtonschools.org/blog/?pa
ge_id=127 
 

Feel free to sign 
into your child's 
google account 
anytime to keep 
up to date on 
what is going on 
in class.  
_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

First Student Council Meeting 

  
The first Student Council meeting 
will be held  on Wednesday, October 
12th from 2:20-3:00 in the school 
library. All Student Council 
members including the Advisory 
Board and HR reps are encouraged 
to attend. This will be our first 
Student Council meeting of the year: 
we will be discussing the school 
year including our first dance in 
October. Please contact the school if 
you have any questions. 

 
 

Book Shopping at Barnes and 
Noble 
 

Wanted: Book 
Shoppers 
When: Saturday, 
October 1st 2-4pm 
Where: Barnes and 
Noble, Manchester 
 

The EMS Library is purchasing new 
books to add to the collection and we 
are looking for students to help with 
the shopping! Mrs. Polack will be at 
Barnes and Noble in Manchester this 
Saturday, October 1st. Students who 
are interested in helping with the 
shopping can meet her at the 
bookstore anytime between 2-4pm. 
Students can pick out books they 
would like to read, or think others 
would like to read, and help fill 
a basket. Mrs. Polack will do some 
checking to make sure we don’t 
already own the book and to make 
sure it’s appropriate for the EMS 
Library. She will then buy as many 
books as she can to bring back to the 
school! If you have any questions, 
please contact Mrs. Polack. 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

EMS Student Council News 
 

For your planning purposes, the EMS 
Student Council will be offering 
three sponsored events this school 
year: 
 

● Afternoon Dance on Friday, 
October 21st after school until 5 
pm 

● Evening Dance on Friday, 
January 13th from 7-9:30 pm 
(snow date on 1/20/17) 

● Evening Dance on Friday, March 
31st  from 7-9:30pm 

 

More information on all events will 
be communicated via the weekly 
school newsletter for parents and to 
students via morning 
announcements. If you have any 
questions please contact the school. 
 

EMS Library News 
 

Overdue notices are now 
electronic! Starting Tuesday, 
September 27th, initial overdue 
notices from the library will be 
shared via email.  
 

The first notice is sent when 
library materials are one week 
overdue and this notice will be 
sent only to the student’s school 
gmail. The second overdue 
notice is sent when library 
materials are two weeks 
overdue and this notice will be 
sent to both the student’s and 
parent’s email. The last notice 
we send, our ‘Howler’ is when 
library materials are four weeks 
overdue. This notice we will 
send via email to both the 
student and parent and we will 
also call the student down to the 
library to give them a printed 
notice. At this point, the student 
has about a week to return the 
item(s) or pay for any lost items. 
If items are not paid for or 
returned by the due date, a 
detention may be issued. If you 
pay for an item, then it is found 
within the same school year - in 
good condition, a refund will be 
issued. 
 

The EMS Library does not 
charge fines for overdue items 
and students can renew a library 
item as many times as they need 
as long as another patron isn’t 
waiting for that same item. If 
there are ever any questions, 
please contact Lisa Polack, 
School Librarian or Jennifer 
Melnick, School Library 
Assistant.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://ellingtonschools.org/blog/?page_id=127
http://ellingtonschools.org/blog/?page_id=127


 

 
October After School Dance 

 

The first Student Council 
sponsored event will be our first 
dance of the year held on Friday, 
October 21st from 2:30-5 pm. 
Tickets will go on sale during all 
lunch waves on Thursday, October 
13th and cost $5. Tickets will 
continue to be sold until the day 
BEFORE the dance 
(Thursday, October 
20th): tickets cannot 
be purchased on the 
day of the dance so 
that we can have a finalized list of 
students attending. Students who 
have a Student Society bracelet 
will receive $1 off their ticket. 
Students who have an orange free 
dance pass still need to get a ticket 
by showing the pass to the ticket 
sellers during lunch. Below please 
find some other reminders about 
dances here at EMS: 
 

-Snacks & water will be provided 
for the students in the cafeteria 
only. Water will also be provided 
down by the gym for students. 
-All students are welcome to 
attend the dance, but the dance is 
for EMS students only–no guests 
are allowed. 
-Please remember that the dress 
code for the dance is the same as 
the dress code during the school 
day-NO SHORT OR SPANDEX 
ATHLETIC SHORTS SHOULD BE 
WORN TO THE DANCE   
-Students will need to remain in 
school the entire school day in 
order to attend the dance.  

 
Extenuating circumstances must 
be approved by the building 
principal PRIOR to the day of the 
dance-10/21. 
-Students need to be picked up on 
time: the dance ends at 5 pm. 
Prompt pickup of your child is 
greatly appreciated.  Any student 
picked up more than a half hour 
after the end of the dance will forfeit 
the opportunity to attend the next 
dance. 
-Students need to stay for the 
duration of the entire dance-unless 
prior arrangements are made. 
-Cell phones may be brought to the 
dance however, cell phone use is not 
allowed during the dance. If a cell 
phone is being used during the 
dance, it will be taken from the 
student and returned at the end of 
the event. 
-Due to the fact that this dance is 
occurring directly after school, 
students will be given space in the 
cafeteria to store their coats and 
backpacks. 

____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Shoeboxes for Science 
 

If you have 
shoeboxes 
you’re not 
using please 
send them in  
to school 
with your 
child.  Seventh grade science students 
soon will be investigating thermal 
energy and we need at least 105 
shoeboxes!  Thank you for your  
support and in a few weeks ask your  
7th grader how they might be able to 
help keep your heating bills 
down this winter. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

STEM Programs After School 
 

Register now for 
EV3 Mindstorms 
Robotics program 
and the Young 
Inventors’ Club. 
Please see the 

flyer for more information about 
both programs: After School 
Flyer 
 

Registration is available on the 
district website 
www.ellingtonpublicschools.org 
__________________________ 
 

Box Tops for Education 
 

A reminder that Ellington 
Middle School participates in 
the Box Tops for Education 
program. Send your box tops in 
with your child so that EMS 
can collect the money. This 
money funds programs that 
are important to our school 
including the purchase of 
technology for students and 
teachers. The program runs all 
year long and accepts box tops 
from the partial list 
of products below. 
If you have any 
questions, please 
contact the school. 

  
Old El Paso Dinner Kits 

Cheerios 
Pillsbury Refrigerated 

Products 
Green Giant Frozen Vegetables 

Total Cereals 
Viva Paper Towels 

AND MANY OTHER 
PRODUCTS  

 
Clipart from 
https://goo.gl/E76GUG    https://goo.gl/fLaq8X  
https://goo.gl/txy1Dk       https://goo.gl/CbGyJJ 
https://goo.gl/hfTx8i        https://goo.gl/DsouI6  
   https://goo.gl/gVI32k 
 https://goo.gl/EWLHte 

 

http://www.ellingtonpublicschools.org/uploaded/District_files/Departments/Educational_Services/Parent_Information/After_School_info/EPS_Afterschool_Programs_Flyer_2017.pdf
http://www.ellingtonpublicschools.org/uploaded/District_files/Departments/Educational_Services/Parent_Information/After_School_info/EPS_Afterschool_Programs_Flyer_2017.pdf
http://www.ellingtonpublicschools.org/
https://goo.gl/E76GUG
https://goo.gl/fLaq8X
https://goo.gl/txy1Dk
https://goo.gl/CbGyJJ
https://goo.gl/hfTx8i
https://goo.gl/DsouI6
https://goo.gl/avGS7C
https://goo.gl/avGS7C
https://goo.gl/gVI32k
https://goo.gl/avGS7C
https://goo.gl/EWLHte


 

 

 


