
Ellington Board of Education Board of Education Conference Room
Curriculum Committee Meeting Tuesday, December 12, 2023

A meeting of the Curriculum Committee was held on Tuesday, December 12, 2023, at 5:45 p.m. in the Board of
Education Conference Room, 47 Main Street, Ellington, CT.

The meeting was called to order at 5:45 p.m. by Michael Young.

PRESENT Michael Young, Chair (virtual), Angie Moser, Steve Viens, Dr. Lenora Williams

ABSENT Gary Blanchette

ALSO PRESENT Mr. Oliver Barton, Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum and Instruction

AGENDA ITEMS
Adoption of Minutes: November 14, 2023
MOTION: First: A. Moser

Second: M. Young
To adopt the minutes of the November 14, 2023, Curriculum Committee meeting.
Motion carried with two in favor and one abstention.

The issue of a Quorum was raised and three of the four members were present, and the committee proceeded
in normal order with its agenda.

State K-3 Reading Program Waiver and Pilot Program Process Update
Mr. Young asked Mr. Barton to provide the committee with an update on the EPS-requested waiver to the CSDE
concerning adopting a Science of Reading-approved early reading curriculum. Mr. Barton provided the
background on the EPS request for a waiver for one year from the required Science of Reading curriculum
adoption. The waiver was submitted in April 2023 and in September 2023 EPS presented its case in a virtual
meeting. CSDE has determined that EPS met two of five criteria but cannot be granted a full waiver from the
requirements. EPS specifically in Fluency, Comprehension, and Vocabulary EPS did not meet the State standard.

Dr. Williams asked for clarification of the three areas that EPS did not meet. Mr. Barton gave a summary of the
three reading curriculum areas.

Dr. Williams asked why we did not just adopt one of the eight approved early reading programs, and why a
waiver was requested. Mr. Barton responded that the district was looking for more time to evaluate the options
and that there was limited documentation of the success of some of the State-approved options. Mr. Young
added that perhaps another factor was the cost of changing from an existing successful reading program to one
of the State-approved programs. Mr. Barton added the EPS won a grant for $45K for two years. Ms. Moser asked
if the $90K would cover the entirety of the costs of the adoption of a new reading program. Mr. Barton
explained the total cost may be in the range of $100K.

Mr. Barton updated the committee on the work of the existing Literacy specialists’ review of six programs and
selections of the Amplify Core Knowledge (ACK). The ACK program is being piloted in several classes with an
anticipated report to the Curriculum committee in January 2024.

Dr. Williams asked for parent reports and assessments. Mr. Barton responded that there are plans.

Mr. Young asked Mr. Barton to comment on the simultaneous pilot of a Math curriculum, for grades 4-6 that
aligns with the high school curriculum.
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EDUinnovate Foundation Fall Grant Awardees
Mr. Young called on Mr. Barton to give the committee an update on the success of the EDUinnovate grants
started in Fall 2023. Mr. Barton reported on nine such grants. The Middle school greenhouse and high school
car lift were active. Passive virtual whiteboards are in use in grades 4 to 6. The Sphero robot is in use at Crystal
Lake and there are Interior Design and STEM guitar classes at EHS. Crystal Lake PAL room is using robotic
therapy dogs to supplement pet therapy. There is also a writing with an author workshop at EMS on how to
write well.

MOTION First: A. Moser
Second: L. Williams
To recommend to the full BOE approval of acceptance of these 9 EDUinnovate grants.
Motion was Unanimously approved

Broad Overview of Disaggregated Data
Mr. Young asked Mr. Barton to give the committee a preliminary briefing on a national trend of which males are
falling behind on high-stakes test performance compared to females. Mr. Barton presented five slides about the
preliminary analysis he had begun. In reading (DIBBLES) there is a trend for more males to be deficient in
reading fluency. On SBAC ELA fewer males are proficient and in Math grades 3 to 8, there is a pattern of males
dropping behind females in proficiency across the grades. However, this snapshot of EPS results may be more
influenced by cohorts than by overall gender trends. Mr Barton reported that ELA teachers suggest boys may be
increasingly less interested in non-fiction texts and may need to adjust that content to continue engaging male
readers. In NGSS science tests in grades 5, 8 & 11 the male student performance drops even more steeply
across grades. On the School Day SAT, there was a visible shift in the success of female students’ performance
from the 2022 results to the 2023 results.

ADJOURNMENT
MOTION First: A. Moser

Second: L. Williams
To adjourn the meeting of the Curriculum Committee (6:05 p.m.)
Motion carried unanimously.

Respectfully submitted by Michael Young, Curriculum Committee Chair
To be approved at the next Curriculum Committee Meeting
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