
 
 

Ellington Public Schools – New Teachers 
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Ellington High School/Middle School 
 
Dr. Ed DePeau - Dr. DePeau is thrilled to join the Ellington team as the 7-12 Mathematics                 
Instructional Specialist. Ed received his doctorate in mathematics education from Teachers           
College, Columbia University. After teaching high school mathematics for eight years, he spent             
the next eight years teaching mathematics and mathematics education at the post-secondary            
level. He is eager to share his enthusiasm for teaching and learning and to begin collaborating                
with everyone in Ellington. 
 
Ellington High School 
 
Ms. Laura Barzottini – Ms. Barzottini has accepted a position teaching mathematics at             
Ellington High School. She is a 2018 graduate of the University of Connecticut Neag School of                
Education. She received her MA in Mathematics Curriculum and Instruction and BS in             
Secondary Mathematics Education. Following her graduation from UConn, she worked as a            
math intervention tutor at John Wallace Middle School in Newington, CT. She is very excited to                
become a part of the Ellington High School community.   
 
Mr. Jonathan Chaves - Mr. Chaves is pleased to accept his technology education teaching              
position at Ellington High School. Mr. Chaves is a graduate of S.U.N.Y. Oswego in Technology               
Education. He also has a masters degree in Leadership in teaching from the Maryland College of                
Notre Dame. Mr. Chaves brings a long history of teaching and has worked with students for                
more than twenty years. Mr. Chaves strives to find the strengths which each student’s possesses               
and direct these strengths towards learning. He is very excited to be working with the Ellington                
Family and looks forward to a great school year.  
 
Ms. Tessla Donovan – Ms. Donovan is very excited to have accepted a position teaching               
English at Ellington High School. She graduated from the University of Connecticut with a              
Master of Arts in Curriculum and Instruction in 2017 and a Bachelor of Arts in English in 2015.                  
For the last year, she has taught 8th grade Language Arts in East Windsor, CT. During her                
graduate program, she completed her student teaching in Colchester, CT at Bacon Academy,             
teaching students in grades 9, 11, and 12. She also worked as a long-term substitute in                
Wallingford, CT at Sheehan High School. Ms. Donovan is thrilled to be joining the Ellington               
High School family! 
 
Mr. Benjamin Giorgi – Mr. Giorgi has accepted a position teaching chemistry at Ellington High               
School. He graduated with his B.S. in chemistry from University of Hartford and his M.S. in                
chemistry from University of Connecticut. He has spent the last 3 years at Thomaston High               



 

School as a chemistry teacher and drama coach. Prior to his time as a teacher, he was the senior                   
chemist for Environmental Services. Mr. Giorgi is happy to be bringing his multifaceted skill set               
and energetic personality to Ellington. 
 
Ms. Sheri Winchell-LaPlaca – Ms. Winchell-LaPlaca has been in education for over ten years.              
Her career began at Manchester High School, but most recently she has been teaching              
mathematics at CREC's Greater Hartford Academy of the Arts as well as online with Charter              
Oak University. Sheri is originally from Tolland, Connecticut and is a graduate of Smith College               
in Northampton, Massachusetts.  
 
Ms. Kristin Leining - Ms. Leining has accepted a math teacher position at Ellington High               
School. Ms. Leining graduated from the University of New Haven in 2013 with a Bachelor's               
degree in Marine Biology. She loved it there so much, she stayed one more year to get her                  
Master's degree in secondary education, specializing in math. She was an intern in Meriden at               
Platt High School that same year and completed her student teaching in Rocky Hill the following                
fall. All the while, Ms. Leining worked as a tutor at Mathnasium, helping students of all ages                 
with math. She spent the last three years in Milford at Foran High School teaching Algebra I,                 
Geometry, Algebra II, and Statistics. In her free time, Ms. Leining enjoys reading, painting, and               
baking. She is grateful and excited to join the Ellington High School staff! 
 
Mrs. Susan Wambolt – Mrs. Wambolt has accepted a position teaching science at Ellington              
High School. She is a 2015 graduate of West Virginia University, with her Bachelors in               
Integrated Science and Masters in Secondary Education. Following her graduation, she taught at             
Windsor Locks Middle School for 3 years. While working there she gained valuable experience              
planning and implementing the new Next Generation Science Standards, which she is excited to              
bring to Ellington students.    
 
 
Ellington Middle School 
 
Ms. Emily Burg – Ms. Burg will be teaching physical education and health at Ellington Middle                
School. She graduated from Eastern Connecticut State University this past May with a Bachelor              
of Science in Kinesiology and Physical Education with a Health Education cross endorsement.             
She earned a 4.0 overall average in my undergraduate studies and gained teaching experience at               
Windham Technical High School, Eastern’s on-campus preschool, Horace W. Porter School in            
Columbia, and E.O. Smith High School in Storrs. Ms. Burg grew up in Vernon, CT and enjoys                 
the beach, sports, and spending time with my family. She looks forward to helping her students                
find a love for physical activity and healthy lifestyles! 
 
Mr. Alex Lattanzi — Mr. Lattanzi has accepted a position teaching mathematics at Ellington              
Middle School. He graduated from East Lyme High School in 2011, and received a BA in                
Economics, BS in Mathematics, and most recently a MA in Curriculum and Instruction, from              
UConn. He student taught at Waterford High School during Fall 2017 and completed an              



 

internship at New London High School this past Spring. He is thrilled with the opportunity to                
help Ellington students enjoy mathematics as much as he does. 

Mr. Matthew Ferraro – Mr. Ferraro has accepted a position teaching Social Studies at             
Ellington Middle School. He graduated from the University of Connecticut in May with his              
Master's Degree in Curriculum and Instruction. He also completed his undergraduate degrees in             
History and Education at UConn. While in school, he interned, student taught, and served as a                
long-term substitute teacher at Glastonbury High School. He also volunteered as an assistant             
coach for cross country and track & field at Trumbull High School. Mr. Ferraro is looking                
forward to sharing his passion for teaching, coaching, and running with the students at Ellington               
Middle School.  
 
Mr. Eric Senger – Mr. Senger has accepted a position teaching Physical Education and Health               
at Ellington Middle School. A graduate (Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in Physical Education)             
of Central Connecticut State University, he has spent the last seven years teaching Health              
Education at Suffield High School. While at Suffield he also coached cross country and track and                
field. An alumni of the Ellington Public Schools and lifelong resident in town, he is excited to                 
bring his enthusiastic teaching style to the Ellington community. 
 
Mr. Brett Wojtkowski – Mr. Wojtkowski has accepted a position teaching eighth grade science             
at Ellington Middle School. He earned his Bachelor’s in Biology and General Science Education              
and Master’s in Curriculum and Instruction as a graduate of the University of Connecticut Neag               
School of Education. He is very excited to begin his career in Ellington Public Schools. 
 
Center School 

 
Mr. Jonathan Boutin - Mr. Boutin is beyond thrilled to have accepted a position teaching 3rd                
grade at Center School. During his graduate work, Mr. Boutin completed an internship at Center               
School in a 3rd grade classroom and is excited to return to the school as a full-time teacher for                   
that grade level. He is a recent graduate of Eastern Connecticut State University for both his                
Bachelor of Arts in English and his Masters in Elementary Education. Mr. Boutin is an avid                
guitar player, lover of the outdoors, and a lifelong learner and adventurer. He is also Mr. Rogers’                 
#1 fan. He is grateful to become a part of the Ellington “neighborhood”! 
 
Ms. Marci Mullady – Ms. Mullady has accepted a position teaching Special Education at Center               
School. She graduated from Springfield College with a Bachelor of Science degree in Liberal              
Arts and Sciences. She continued on to receive her Masters in Special Education at Cambridge               
College and her Sixth Year in Educational Leadership at Central Connecticut State University.              
She has been a special education teacher for the past eleven years. She has worked in a variety of                   
special education roles in Hartford, Windsor and most recently East Hartford. She is looking              
forward to joining the Center School staff. 
 
 
 
 



 

Crystal Lake School 
 
Mrs. Delvine Coachman – Mrs. Coachman has accepted a position teaching 6th-grade at             
Crystal Lake Elementary School. She graduated from Central Connecticut State University with            
an undergraduate degree in Business Management and Organization. However, her love for            
teaching and learning led her to acquire a Master of Arts in Elementary Education from the                
University of Hartford. Thereafter, she began her teaching career and for the past 6 years, she                
taught both in the 4th-grade and more recently in the 6th-Grade Academy at Marlborough              
Elementary School in Marlborough CT.  Mrs. Coachman was a part of the team that proposed,               
organized, and implemented the 6th-Grade Academy in Marlborough which departmentalizes the           
teaching of the core curriculum. In her free time, she enjoys reading and volunteering with a               
high school marching band. She is delighted to join the Crystal Lake School family and to share                 
her joy for learning with the students. 
 
Mrs. Erin Grasso – Mrs. Grasso has accepted a Literacy Specialist position at Crystal Lake               
Elementary School. In 2018, she received her Remedial Reading and Language Arts            
Certification and Sixth Year Degree from the University of Connecticut in Education Curriculum             
and Instruction. Erin was an elementary classroom teacher for 12 years at West District School               
in Farmington, CT and A. Ward Spaulding School in Suffield, CT. For the past three years, she                 
has served as a Literacy Specialist and K-5 Literacy Coach/Curriculum Leader for the Suffield              
Public Schools. Erin is excited to join the Ellington Public Schools and share her passion for                
literacy with the young readers and writers at Crystal Lake School. 
 
Ms. McQueen- Ms. McQueen is beyond thrilled to have accepted a position teaching 1st grade               
at Crystal Lake Elementary School. During her graduate work, Ms. McQueen completed a 2 year               
internship as a reading interventionist at Langford School in East Hartford and Henry Barnard in               
Enfield. Ms. McQueen completed her Bachelor of Arts in both Elementary Education and             
Theatre at Eastern Connecticut State University and recently received her Masters in Special             
Education Literacy from the University of St. Joseph. Ms. McQueen is originally from Old              
Saybrook CT and loves spending her time reading a good book at the beach. She is delighted to                  
join the Crystal Lake School family and to share her joy for learning with the students. 
 
Windermere School 
 
Mr. Donald Bartomioli – Mr. Bartomioli is a Physical Education/Health teacher that graduated             
from Central Connecticut State University in 2014. He has three years teaching experience in              
two different school districts, two years at Avon High School and one year at Granby Public                
Schools (elementary and secondary). Mr. Bartomioli has coached track and field for the last nine               
years as well as indoor track and cross country sporadically during that time. He is currently in                 
school for his Master’s degree in Educational Technology at Central Connecticut State            
University. Mr. Bartomioli plans to have that degree completed by the end of the year and then                 
start pursuing classes for Athletic Administration/Sports Management. 
 
Ms. Briana Bogrette - Ms. Bogrette proudly accepted the position of full day preschool teacher               
at Windermere. She recently graduated from Eastern Connecticut State University with a            



 

bachelor’s degree in Psychology with a concentration in Child Psychology. In addition, Ms.             
Bogrette received a certification in Integrated Early Childhood Education. She is currently            
working on obtaining her master’s degree in Applied Behavior Analysis at the University of              
Saint Joseph. Ms. Bogrette is looking forward to working with and joining the Windermere staff.  
 
Mr. Tyler Brooks – Mr. Brooks has accepted a position teaching Special Education at              
Windermere Intermediate school. In 2015, he graduated from the University of Connecticut with             
a Bachelor's Degree in English. Recently he received a MA in teaching from Sacred Heart               
University. For the past two years he has been working in Lisbon Public Schools with students                
from Pre-K to 8th grade. Mr. Brooks is eager to become a member of Windermere’s               
community.  
 
 
 
 


