
 
Richie Diamond 
and Sara Spak 

For their research and 
leadership that resulted in 
a successful pilot of a flex 
block initiative at Ellington 
High School. 
 
 

Jennifer Melnick 
For doing a great job as 
the EMS Weekly Newslet-
ter editor.  Subscribed to 
by around 98% of the 
middle school parents, 
the newsletter is chock-
full of events, recogni-
tions, and informative   
articles. In her first year at 
EMS, this staff member 
jumped right in and has 
been a fantastic editor for 
this weekly publication.  
 

 
Holly Korona 

As an emerging teacher 
leader, this teacher has 
presented at faculty  
meetings as well as    
organizing field trips    
experiences for Winder-
mere fifth graders. This 
year, for the first time, 
Revolutionary War Day 
was a tri-school event, 
which required both    
coordination and flexibility
--especially when it was 
scheduled to rain and the 
teachers had to move to 
Plan B!  

This year, for the first time, Ellington High School 
brought the Anti-Defamation League program, The 
Truth about Hate, to the high school. Teachers and   
student leaders participated in a full day of training in 
order to facilitate group activities with other students.  
 

Caleb Johnston, Aaron Hoffman, Juanita Carroll, 
Rebecca Aldred, Deb Ward, Jason Scavotto,      

Lindsay McGinn, Kathryn Lanz, Dylan Schroth,   
Emily Wry, Bill Prenetta and Lori Greenburg 
TAH Leaders: Tim McCluskey, David Helmin,    

Christina Plummer and Catherine Lebron 
________________________________________ 

 
Nicole Bolduc 

For her work developing our new 7th grade science 
NGSS curriculum.  A colleague writes, [this teacher] has 
spent countless hours researching phenomena and  
creating driving questions, investigations, research   
opportunities, and assessments.  Her investigations are 
creative and  student driven, putting students’ learning 
in their own and their classmates’ hands.  The follow up 
activities have students taking on individual and group 
tasks and responsibility for themselves and group   
members participation and learning.  This teacher is 
innovative and always looking for new ways to promote 
student initiative.”  

________________________________________ 
 

This year, Ellington Middle School had the great honor 
of being selected CAS Middle School of the Year. For 
their work on the application writing committee, we 
would like to thank: 
 

Rachel Dio-Rand 
Kelley Griffin 

Edith Vibert-Johnson 
Michael Nash 
Scott Raiola 

Jennifer Reynolds 
and 

Christina Roy 

On June 16th, at the 6th Annual Convocation, the  EPS 

administration honored its educators.  Although this doesn’t 

capture all of the contributions made by individuals and teams 

within the district, the following recognitions are representative 

of the types of contributions made by staff members across the 

district in the 2016-2017 school year.    

Ellington Public Schools 

2016-2017 

Convocation 
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Tech Champs: 

Jessica Hall 

Kathryn Fitzgerald 

Lisa LaForte 

Nicole Satagaj 

Erica Morgan 

Christine Marshall 

Colleen Bava 

Loretta Donovan 

Michelle Bashaw 

Beth Palasek 

Becky Wentworth 

Christina Roy 

Emily Wry 

Christian O’Neil 

Buffey Harris-Fogarty 

Danielle Leone 

Jennifer Blalock 

Karen Nigro 

Beth Simmons 

Jim Matroni 

Tim McCluskey 

Rachel Dio-Rand 

Lynn Ouellet 

Amy DeMarco 

Lisa Polack 

Emily Bellone 

Melusia Menard 

Leah Maghini 

Carolyn Lowe 

Sara Varga 

Krista Brogle 

Pam Whiting 

David Pechie 



This year EMS fund raised and 
then created a new space called 
the Innovation Zone.  Supported 
by a $9,000 PTO donation, the 
Innovation Zone is a combina-
tion digital production lab,   
Maker MakerSpace, and       
collaborative meeting area. This 
new space is for students and 
faculty is the end result of the          
innovative leadership of: 

John Collins,  
Jenna Dhandapani, Michael 

Nash, and Lisa Polack  

Katie D’Addona, Kim Skewes, 
MJ Rancourt, Nicole Satagaj, 

Terry Johnson, Erin LaFleche, 
and Carolyn Lowe 

For service to the district by  
participating in the Internal   
Assessment  comm it tee ,    
working with a CREC represen-
tative and others across the 
three  elementary schools to 
evaluate and align our practices 
for behavior support and       
discipline. These teachers are 
helping us work in the spirit of 
continuous improvement to    
provide stronger supports for 
students and teachers.  
 

Timothy Adams 
For adding an attractive draw to 
our Academic Fair by instituting 
a Music Sharing performance 
for Grades K-2 students to have 
a chance to perform for families. 

The Safety and Security Committee work demands us to think about 
and problem solve around possible situations that might happen in 
our school community. This is valued, highly sensitive work as we 
design planful responses to keep all students and staff safe. Center 
School recognizes: Tomasa Raver, Amy Borio, Valerie Baigert, 
Deb Hillemeir, Sandy Scully, Becky Wentworth, Audrey Quimby 
and Neil Ducharme 

___________________________ 
 

This fall, under the leadership of Liz 
Cole, the 2016-17 NGSS Task Force 
was created. These dedicated          
educators worked as a cross-grade  
level team to write new curriculum 
based on the new Next Generation 
Science Standards. Their concern for 
the quality of the work, making it user 
friendly for teachers and meaningful 
and engaging for students, is           
commendable.  
 

Pam Whiting, David Pechie, Nicole Satagaj,  
Michelle Bashaw, Nicole Bolduc, Christian O’Neil,  

Payal Kaur-Aggarwal and Ann Johnson 

Ashley Caputa,  
Abbey Menard and  

Sumitra Ratneshwar 
For opening their classrooms to 
visitors who came to see our 
first graders engaged in the  
innovative play practices the 
teachers learned about from 
Kristi Mraz this past summer. 
They are groundbreakers for 
our district as they embrace the 
challenge of helping their      
students learn and grow through 
purposeful play.  
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Emily Wry 
For constantly providing innovative support to all 
courses of instruction. She established EHS 
Achieves to provide students with a comfortable and 
supportive space to complete homework. Through 
her efforts she coordinated National Honor Society 
tutors for students to help students. A colleague 
writes, “she always selflessly made time to support 
colleagues and students regardless of subject in   
order to facilitate others' successes.”  

___________________________ 
 

The Center School Maker Space opened this fall, and 
had a significant and positive impact on learning   
experiences across all grades. Acknowledged for her 
vision and support for staff around getting us started 
in this practice is Becky Wentworth. 

“This sharing spirit captured in 

these recognitions reflects a 

commitment to learning, to 

innovation, to kindness, and to 

service to others. This spirit is one 

of the things that draws families 

and new staff members to our 

district, and I thank each one of 

you for your part in making 

Ellington a special place.” 

Dr. Erin McGurk 
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Tara Kelly 
For her willingness to go the 
extra mile for her ESL           
students and organizing an    
annual ESL Potluck Dinner 
complete with cultural dances 
from around the world.  This 
year’s celebration included over 
100 guests sharing in the      
diversity of our multi-cultural 
Windermere family.  

Katelyn Moule 
For organizing a student holiday 
card making campaign to 
spread cheer for those in the VA 
Hospital in New Haven, and 
understanding that a card from 
a child brings a smile and fills 
an important need for our     
Veterans. 
 
Daryl Basch, Nicole Bolduc, 
Rachel Dio Rand, Danielle 
Leone, Madison Lipman, 

Scott Raiola, Jenn Reynolds, 
Christina Roy, Liz Overton 

and Mike Nash  
For facilitating at least one     
faculty book club discussion this 
year at Ellington Middle School. 
 

Jessica Marshall 
For supporting our new fifth 
grade leaders with a Kindness 
Counts campaign and helping 
our fifth grade team navigate 
through our first-ever Gifted and 
Talented nomination process. 

Several teachers supported  
district efforts to bring mindful-
ness and to introduce yoga to 
classrooms across the district, 
some through Mindful Minutes 
at faculty meetings, some by 
representing Ellington on the 
regional Mindfulness Council at 
CREC, and some by immersing 
their classes and students into 
mindfulness in their classrooms. 
 

Krista Hespeler, Amy Borio, 
Katie Johnson, Terry       

Johnson, Chris Marshall, 
Shannon Bostiga  

and Cheryl Warriner  
 

______________________ 
 

Karin Perkins 
and Leslie Mancuso 

For presenting a workshop on 
Algebra in the Middle School  at 
the Association of Teachers of 
Mathematics in Connecticut 
State Conference.  

Michael Melillo 
For bringing NCTM national 
math contest to EHS, bringing 
an opportunity for our math   
students to shine.  

 

______________________ 
 

New to Windermere School this 
year, this teacher began a 
school store.  In addition, she          
organized inter-school activities 
including races and physical 
activity with her students and 
staff members bringing smiles 
and laughter to many students.  

Laura Santos 

 
Beth Palasek  

For volunteering her lunch time 
to work with students to practice 
and enhance their coding skills 
and a number of students to 
delve further into technology.  

Participation in the year long 
Teacher Study Groups with the 
TCRWP provides teacher    
leadership opportunities for 
helping our teachers improve 
their practice. We would like to 
thank: 

Allison Madru, Krista 
Hespeler, Pam Whiting,     

Lauren Philbrick,  
Lisa LaForte, Terry Johnson, 

Brie Malone and Erica Morgan  
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Last year, when a preschool student in their class was undergoing 

treatment for brain cancer, several staff members went above and 

beyond to provide support to the student and his family, and to   

provide comfort to some of our youngest students during a very  

difficult time.  This fall, when he passed away, these staff members 

were again a great source of comfort and strength to the student’s 

family and the Ellington school community.  They worked together 

to lead the effort to dedicate a Memorial Buddy Bench at Center 

School in his memory.  Their compassion and understanding in the 

face of tragedy was commendable. We wish to recognize retired 

preschool teacher Carol Connolly and former paraprofessional 

Cindy Desrochier, and current 

full time paraprofessional in the           

preschool program, Linda 

Cheeseman. 

“The Ellington Public 

Schools is an 

outstanding school 

district with dedicated 

educators and talented 

students.”  

Dr. Scott Nicol 



For presenting at the CAPSS 
Executive District Leader’s 
Roundtable, Marissa Boucher, 
Nicole Bolduc, Michele       
Cirillo, Mike Nash, Scott  
Raiola and Christina Roy from   
Ellington Middle School shared 
key learnings from their multi-
year journey toward developing 
a vibrant learning culture for 
both students and staff.        
Colleagues from across the 
state learned how shifts in  
practices, including a focus on 
student reflection, goal-setting 
and choice, have transformed 
the daily experience for     
teachers and students in the 
classroom. This team wowed 
the audience by co-presenting 
with Ellington Middle School 
students. 

______________________ 
 

Susan Horvath  
For helping to schedule and 
organize special assemblies, 
notably the Windermere School 
50th Anniversary.  
 

Krista Brogle  
and Nancy Canavan 

For organizing summer book 
check out with students and 
families to keep books in our 
kids hands all summer long, and 
working late into the evening to 
help with the check out. 
 

Lori Caron  
For serving as Sunshine     
Committee Chair, organizing        
celebrations throughout the year   
and being a welcoming       
presence in the office each day. 

Jessica Marshall,  
Megan Glunt and Kate Preuss  
For facilitating to a Girl’s    
Leadership Club at Windermere 
School.  Women in high profile, 
leadership positions in a variety 
of vocations, visited the school 
to speak with fifth and sixth 
grade girls about reaching a 
goal, striving to be the best, and 
the perseverance required to 
become the leader they yearn to 
become in the future.  
 
 

Marilyn Toback-Reveley, 
Aimee Lewis,  

Jessica Marshall 
and Martha Reiss  

For working as club leaders for 
the Mission Kindness club this 
year. The students make      
valentine kits for Children’s 
Medical Center, took care of the 
garden, and make a 6th grade 
memory garden for all 6th grade 
teachers.  

EMS Guidance Administrative 
Assistant,  Sherry Caron,   
started a new initiative called 
PASS Lite. In this new initiative, 
Mrs. Caron provided mentorship 
and  coaching to a good number 
of individual students this school 
year who needed a caring hand 
and regular adult help in being 
successful in school.   

______________________ 
 

 Jessica Giroux  
and Erica Morgan  

For providing an overview of our 
school’s work with Responsive 
Classroom for new staff and 
paraprofessionals and helping 
paraprofessionals to see how 
they can use some of the RC 
strategies in lunch and recess. 

______________________ 
 

For helping all of her colleagues 
at Crystal Lake to remember to 
be thankful all year long for the 
acts of kindness all around us, 
Terry Johnson created a     
display in the staff room to    
recognize these kindnesses.  

Rachel Dio-Rand  
For stepping up for service to the EMS track & field team. A colleague 
writes, “There were three others helping out but none of whom 
wished to take on the responsibility of head coach.  She had no     
experience with track and field but because no one else stepped up, 
she did.  She organized everything, made sure all team members had 
uniforms, scheduled the buses, published rosters and race             
information to the team through google classroom and kept the other 
coaches aware, verified requirements for conference and state  
championship meets, and was the only coach that was at all practices 
and meets from beginning to end.  This was all on top of being in 
charge of the EMS Zone program and the EMS Advisory program!!”  
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For hosting David Helmin’s 
Early Childhood interns in their 
classrooms:  

Annie Vernier, Jen Ryan, 
Katie Gomez, Tonya       

Magnuson, Allison Madru, 
Lauren Smaglis, Abbey 

Menard, Ashley Caputa, and 
Sumitra Ratneshwar  



Ellington Shines  

Mitra Mashayekhi  
For volunteering her time and 
patience, taking notes and    
provided catch up for absent 
students without prompting or 
requests, managing makeup 
assessment schedules, tracked 
student progress, and always 
made sure teachers, case    
managers and students were 
successful.  A colleague writes, 
“She’s an invaluable asset to 
the math department and I 
thank her for all of her hard 
work, dedication, and kindness 
a thousand times over.”  
 

Karen Rusich  
For going above and beyond by 
developing relationships with 
many students and giving them 
both assistance and "happy" 
quotes to cheer them up,    
making OKP costumes and  
arranging the sale of OKP    
tickets, sewing students "togas" 
for Latin Day. 

In March 2017, Nicole Bolduc, 
Danielle Leone, Michael Nash, 
Jenn Reynolds and Mary 
Walsh  presented Ellington  
Middle School’s approach to 
developing such a vibrant     
professional learning culture 
using structures like teacher-led 
book clubs, schoolwide learning 
walks, and professional inquiry 
groups focused on personalized 
learning at the NESSC School 
in Action Regional Conference. 
 

______________________ 
 
 

On his own initiative, Justin 
DeCormier arranged "field trips" 
for students in his ECE Physics 
class to present their final   
presentations to members of the 
Senior  Center. This was great 
outreach to our community and 
the seniors really enjoyed    
seeing and hearing about what 
our high school students are 
learning.  

Kelley Griffin 
For revamping the Middle 
School Art Program over the 
last two years and hosting four 
very successful art shows. A 
colleague writes, “She has    
really gone above and beyond 
to inspire students and highlight 
their work.”  

 
Brie Malone 

For encouraging reading in the 
4th and 5th grade classes at 
CLS. By organizing a Battle of 
the Books she introduced new 
titles, gave students an exciting 
p u r p o s e  t o  r e a d  a n d              
encouraged teamwork and 
classroom community. The 
competition was fun and we 
appreciated having a new way 
to celebrate students' reading!   

 
Caleb Johnston 

For his work on MBL initiatives 
in the English Department. A 
colleague writes,  “He always 
goes above and beyond to help 
the department grow and learn.”  

 
Marilyn Toback-Reveley 

For the past 20 years, this 
school counselor has been the 
primary go-to person for Career 
Day at Windermere School   A 
colleague writes, “You could not 
find a more dedicated person 
who has the best interests of 
the children in her heart.”  For 
spearheading Career Day at 
Windermere and keeping it alive 
for all these years.  

Lisa LaForte, Erica Morgan 
and Jessica Giroux  

For organizing the annual CLS 
Coin Drive to benefit the Crystal 
Lake Food Pantry at the United 
Methodist Church.  The drive 
earned over $2500 for the food 
pantry.  

For their time and efforts      
supporting the Washington DC 
Trip, now  more than a 50 year 
tradition at Ellington Middle 
School, with just under 200 8th 
graders for four days and three 
nights, we extend thanks to:  
 

Daryl Basch, Bob Pennington, 
Steffi Neeson, Karin Perkins, 

Christina Roy, John Hostetler, 
Kelly Griffin, Jeffrey Sparano, 

Christian O’Neil, Maria       
Enrique, Rachel Dio-Rand 

and Beth Tautkus  
 

For his leadership and          
coordination of the trip, we 
would like to thank Steve      
Donovan. 
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Serving as Windermere’s resident EPA volunteer, not only does 

Steve Rogers speak to his fifth graders about the importance of 

environmental protection, but he protects our yearly visitor – the 

Killdeer, a beautiful bird who feels safe laying eggs in our courtyard, 

knowing that this teacher will act as educator and protector during 

incubation.  With signage and yellow caution tape protecting the 

area where the bird nests, this birder is always available to tell a 

story or teach a lesson to students and parents alike about the   

specific need to protect the Killdeer and her nest.  


