
BOARD OF EDUCATION 

Ellington, Connecticut 

  

Communications Committee Meeting Minutes 

The Communications Committee of the Ellington Board of Education met for a virtual 
meeting on Wednesday, May 6, 2020 at 6:30 p.m. 

Attendees: 

Board of Education Members: Mr. Blanchette, Ms. Jen Dzen, Ms. Marcia Kupferschmid, 
Ms. Jenn Mullin, Ms. Nord, Ms. Kris Picard-Wambolt, Mr. Purcaro and Ms. Miriam 
Underwood.  

Administrative Team Members: Dr. Scott Nicol, Superintendent of Schools,  Mr. Brian 
Hendrickson, Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum and Instruction, Mr. John Collins, 
Director of Technology, and Mr. John Guidry, Principal, Ellington High School. 

Also in attendance: Ms. Jennifer Brown, Executive Assistant to the 
Superintendent/Human Resources Coordinator, Ms. Karen Rusich, Executive Assistant, 
Ellington High School, Mr. Alan Rudt, Open Mic on Education, Ms. Clarissa Welti, 
Senior at Ellington High School, Ms. Katelin Johndrow, Senior at Ellington High School, 
Mr. William Forst, Senior at Ellington High School, Mr. Aiden Caron, Senior at Ellington 
High School, Mr. Zach Longo, Senior at EHS, and Ms. Jaimee DelPiano, Senior at 
Ellington High School and BOE Student Representative. 

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Ms. Mullin at 6:31 p.m.  

Agenda Items: 

1. Citizen and Staff Forum 

No one addressed the Committee. 

2. Update on Behind the Scenes with the BOE film series 



Ms. Mullin provided an update on the Behind the Scenes with the BOE videos. 
The last video was with Mr. John Collins about Chromebooks with tips and 
advice for students and families. 

Ms. Mullin asked any Board Members that would like to participate in a video or 
have an idea for a video to reach out to her. 

3. Continued Discussion on 2020 Graduation Ceremony Planning 

Mr. Guidry thanked the Senior students who have been a part of the committee, 
they are an amazing group of students and he continues to be impressed with 
how committed they are to ensuring that a graduation occurs that reflects the 
wishes of the entire Senior class. 

A survey was sent to every EHS Senior and their parents/guardians inquiring into 
their preference between two options for dates for graduation.  One option was 
having the graduation on time with social distancing modifications and the other 
consisted of having the graduation at a later date with potentially fewer social 
distancing restrictions. 

Mr. Caron presented on the senior student survey results, 57% of respondents 
preferred a delayed graduation. Some common themes found in the survey 
included the willingness to wait in order to hold out hope for a more normal 
ceremony and the strong voice against a virtual graduation.  Some concerns 
seniors expressed included that a later date may conflict with summer family 
plans, work obligations and early start dates for college. 

Mr. Forst presented on the parents/guardians survey results.  They received 114 
respondents and 52% preferred the modified and on-time graduation option. 
Some common themes found in the survey included the reluctance to believe 
that social distancing requirements will relax significantly, concerns for students 
that would not be able to attend a later date and a strong desire to have a firm 
date for planning with families.  Some parents/guardians did express that they 
are reluctant to limit the number of family members and guests allowed at the 
ceremony as well as the importance of maintaining the traditional programming 
over the original date. 

Ms. DelPiano presented on the recommendations that the committee has 
prepared.  On June 5 they recommend a small “End of Senior Year” celebration 
of some sort, could be a car parade with matching t-shirts or recognition of some 
kind. Options for the delayed graduation date would be June 26, with a rain date 
of June 27, or July 10 with a rain date of July 11. To minimize loss of 
engagement by students they would like to accomodate any early college start 
dates and would like the ceremony to occur before or after the July 4 holiday 



week. Mr. Guidry added that whichever date is chosen there will be multiple 
plans in place including: 

● Normal graduation ceremony, if possible 
● Socially distant in-person graduation with students and family members, 

as allowed 
● Socially distant in-person graduation with students only, as allowed 
● Completely virtual graduation, as an emergency option 

Ms. Johndrow presented on some other items that have been talked about for 
seniors. Some ideas include a large 72 foot banner with a congratulations 
message and a photo of every senior, the banner can be repurposed for future 
class reunions as well as individual congratulatory yard signs ordered for each 
Senior that could line the driveway to graduation ceremony on July 10 for a foot 
parade from the center of town.  The EHS PTO is also funneling ideas from 
parents.  Other traditional senior events being reimagined as facilities are 
available include prom, senior day and senior night.  

Ms. Mullin thanked the students for their presentation and added that as a Board 
they will make this as special of an event as they can.  From June 5 to whenever 
graduation takes place she wants to ensure that every week there is something 
special for seniors. 

Mr. Blanchette asked about speeches for graduation.  Mr Guidry responded that 
no matter the type of graduation that occurs, speeches will be a part of the 
ceremony. 

Ms. Mullin inquired into sending out another survey with the dates that have been 
presented on tonight and confirming the date as whichever date the majority 
picks in the survey.  The students agreed with that idea and like that they can at 
least have a date to start planning for. 

Ms. Picard-Wambolt asked how likely it would be to get clarification from the 
State on this topic by Friday.  Mr. Purcaro responded that they have been 
informed that graduations will be a locally controlled setting with guidelines.  He 
also stated that if we cannot get clarification then we will do what is best for our 
students with whatever social distancing guidelines are in place at the time. 

Dr. Nicol added that graduation is an important milestone which families hold 
dear and part of the health of the State of Connecticut is not just the physical 
elements, but the emotional wellbeing for us all to celebrate and not be isolated 
in our homes.  Whatever we can do to have a great celebration and push the 
envelope, he fully supports.  Dr. Nicol introduced Mr. Alan Rudt of Open Mic on 
Education, who is the videographer behind many of our videos in the district.  Mr. 
Rudt stated how important collective celebration is to the health of students and 
families and there is a very compelling story happening here as he watches the 



student present, these moments should be captured on video as the story is 
already unfolding before us. 

Ms. Mullin thanked Mr. Rudt for joining the discussion.  She added that it would 
be great to have a series of videos they could start with seniors leaving 
messages to their teachers and underclassmen.  

Ms. DelPiano added the importance of doing something on June 5, even if it is as 
simple as leaving the lights on the football field that night.  Several committee 
members agreed and shared some ideas as well. 

Mr. Purcaro concluded the meeting stating that he is thoroughly impressed with 
the presentations he heard tonight on wonderful ideas and reiterated the support 
the BOE has for the senior class. 

A motion was made to adjourn the meeting at 7:21 pm.  

1st.  J. Dzen 2nd.  M. Kupferschmid 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Ms. Jenn Mullin 

Communications Committee, Chair 

 
 


