
BOARD OF EDUCATION 
Ellington, Connecticut 

 
 
Operations Committee Meeting Minutes 
The Operations Committee of the Ellington Board of Education met Tuesday, 
December 13, 2016, at 5:30 p.m. in the Ellington Administration Building located at 47 Main 
Street, Ellington, Connecticut. 
 
Attendees: 
Board of Education Members:  Ms. Anne Marie Hayes, Mr. Gary Blanchette, Mrs. Kerry Socha, 
Mr. Dan Keune and Mr. Michael Purcaro (Operations Chair) 
Administrative Team Members: Dr. Scott Nicol, Superintendent, and Mr. Brian Greenleaf, Director 
of Finance and Operations  
Other Ellington BOE Staff:  Mr. Tim McCluskey, Athletic Director and Mr. Matt Leeds, Athletic 
Trainer 
Guests:  Ms. Lori Spielman, First Selectman; Mr. Bob Tedford, Director of Parks and Recreation; 
Mrs. Cynthia Costanzo and Mr. Chris Weitz, Parks and Recreation Commission  
 
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 5:35 p.m. by Mr. Purcaro.  
 
Agenda Items: 

 
 

1. Town Proposed EHS Field Turf Project 
 

Mr. Purcaro began the meeting by referencing questions generated by the Board 
regarding the town proposed EHS Turf Field Project.  The questions were provided in 
advance to the First Selectman and Director of Parks and Recreation.  They in turn 
forwarded them to other interested parties.   
 
Mrs. Costanzo and Mr. Weitz from the Parks and Recreation Commission had prepared 
to address these questions and provide additional information on the proposed project. 
 
Mrs. Costanzo provided a brief history of the genesis of the project.  She referenced 
conversations with the previous First Selectman, Maurice Blanchette regarding the 
application for a STEEP grant.  She also referenced a separate grant that State Senator 
Tim Larson brought to the commission’s attention.  Mrs. Costanzo and Mr. Weitz 
explained the surprise and unanticipated timing of receiving this million dollar grant.  
Subsequently, Mrs. Costanzo explained that the Board of Selectmen accepted the grant 
back in January 2016.   She explained the town has five years from that date to use the 
grant toward a turf field only. 
 
Mr. Purcaro explained that while the Board of Education has an interest in the project due 
to its obvious impact on Board of Education programs, this is a town proposed project 
and the Board is not the final decision maker. 
 
Mrs. Costanzo explained that the proposed field will be of multi-use (football, lacrosse, 
soccer, etc.)  She explained that the project would include a turf field, lights, shed, 
fencing, lights on a practice field and lights on the tennis courts. She explained that the 
amount of usage a turf field can withstand far outweighs that of a grass field.  She 
referenced peer reviewed research studies claiming the safety of turf fields in regards to 



the environment and player safety.  Board of Education Chair Dan Keune referenced a 
question generated by the Board: 
 

1) How is it that having tires on your property is considered an environmental 
issue and having crumb rubber made from tires is not? 
 

Mrs. Costanzo acknowledged this as a great question and referred to the research 
studies to answer it. 
 
Mr. Weitz addressed the various fills for a turf field from crumb rubber, sand, cork and 
more.  He explained the crumb rubber as cheaper and a better playing surface.  He cited 
South Windsor High School’s turf field as an example of a field using a sand fill and how 
the sand eventually compacted and led to a harder field.  Dr. Nicol mentioned that 
members of the Operations Committee would be invited to meet with South Windsor 
administration regarding their turf field. 
 
Mr. McCluskey addressed the spring and summer usage of the football field and how that 
would be impacted should the turf field project construction occur from late spring and 
into the summer.  Mr. McCluskey wasn’t concerned with the timeline of the construction.  
Mrs. Socha asked Mr. McCluskey whether he preferred a turf or grass field.  Mr. 
McCluskey expressed the pros and cons from either field.  He stated that a great athletic 
program can be run with either type of field. 
 
Mr. Leeds commented on the safety of turf fields versus grass fields.  He cited several 
studies illustrating the pros and cons of either type of field. 
 
Mrs. Costanzo made some final remarks indicating that the turf field would be good for 
the town. 
  

 
The meeting ended at 6:38 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Michael Purcaro 
Operations Committee Chair 
 
MP/sel 

 
 


