
Board of Education, Ellington, CT 

Policy Committee Meeting Minutes 

 

The Policy Committee of the Ellington Board of Education met on Monday, July 10, 2017 at 5:30 p.m. in the 

School Administration Building, 47 Main Street, Ellington, CT. 

 

Attendees:  Dr. Scott Nicol, Superintendent, Mr. Brian Greenleaf, Director of Finance and Operations,  

Committee Members:  Ms. Tracey Kiff-Judson, Ms. Jaime Foster, Mr. Michael Purcaro,                 

Ms. Ann Marie Hayes, Ms. Kris Picard-Wambolt                              

                    

Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 5:33 p.m. by Ms. Picard-Wambolt. 

 

Citizens & Staff Forum:  No one addressed the committee. 

 

Discussion Items: 

 

1. Review of Policy 9325 – Meeting Conduct and Parliamentary Procedures 

      This is a current policy in need of review to ensure it is in keeping with Board philosophy and practice.   A 

revised version of this policy was provided by Dr. Nicol for consideration by the committee. Language changes 

were made, including the indication that this was not time for dialogue between the public and the Board. The 

committee asked that additional detail be added as to why this is the case. A provision for a speaker sign-up list 

was also added to make identification and order of speakers easier and more equitable. The five minute per 

speaker limitation was retained from the original version of the policy, but the twenty minute per topic 

limitation was deleted. 

 

     Ms. Foster made a motion to recommend to the full Board acceptance of revised Policy 9325 – Meeting 

Conduct and Parliamentary Procedures as amended.  Ms. Kiff-Judson seconded the motion.  

The vote was unanimous.      

    

2. Discuss Policy Related to Student Search and Seizure 

     This discussion involved three policies related to student search and seizure; two versions of Policy 5145.12, 

our current one titled “Invasion of Privacy” and another version recommended by Dr. Nicol titled “Search and 

Seizure”.  In addition, proposed new Policy 5145.122 – Use of Dogs to Search School Property was also 

presented by Dr. Nicol for consideration by the committee.  These policies were discussed at length. The 

committee agreed the recommended version of Policy 5145.12 is more appropriate than our current version.  

The committee made several language changes for clarification. Within the body of this policy reference is 

made to use of drug-detection dogs, so it is interrelated with Policy 5145.122 and requires consistency between 

the policies.  There remain some questions and concerns by several committee members regarding the use of 

drug-detecting dogs.  This includes, but is not limited to, exactly what substances can be detected, percentage of 

false positive alerts, search process, and possible violation of student Constitutional rights.  Dr. Nicol has 

invited an expert in this area to present to the full Board at which time our questions will be addressed.  

Committee members are asked to send any and all questions related to this topic to Dr. Nicol prior to that 

meeting.  These policies will be revisited at our next Policy Committee meeting.      

      

3. Discuss Policy Related to School Enrollment 
     Dr. Nicol presented the committee with proposed new Policy 5117 – School Enrollment Zones.  Historically, 

Ellington has had defined enrollment zones, yet there has been no Board policy addressing this issue.  This 

policy details the criteria of establishing and/or changing enrollment zones and the assignment of students 

therein.  Dr. Nicol explained this is necessary to address any potential enrollment challenges and assure 

equitable education throughout the district.  Dr. Nicol emphasized that no student attending Ellington Public 

Schools prior to January 1, 2018 will be reassigned to a school outside their current established enrollment 

zone.  We will further discuss this policy at our next Policy Committee meeting.  



 

Old Business/New Business 

     None 

 

Adjournment 

     Mr. Purcaro made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Ms. Kiff-Judson seconded the motion. The meeting was 

adjourned by Ms. Picard-Wambolt at 7:14 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted by______________________________________________________________ 

                                                      Kris Picard-Wambolt, Policy Committee Chairperson 


