Board of Education, Ellington CT
Policy Committee Meeting Minutes
The Policy Committee of the Ellington Board of Education met on Thursday, December 12, 2019 at
5:00 p.m. in the School Administration Building, 47 Main Street, Ellington, Connecticut.
Attendees: Dr. Scott Nicol, Superintendent of Schools
Committee Members: Mr. Michael Purcaro, Ms. Liz Nord, Ms. Kerry Socha,
Ms. Jennifer Dzen, Ms. Kris Picard-Wambolt
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 5:07 p.m. by Ms. Picard-Wambolt.
Agenda Items:
1. Policy Committee Meeting Dates/Times, January 2020 – December 2020
The committee members discussed availability for monthly Policy Committee meetings. It appears
Wednesdays are the best day, preferably no earlier than 5:15 pm. As the full Board meets monthly on
Wednesdays as well, Dr. Nicol agreed to review full Board meeting dates and determine which week is
best for Policy Committee meetings. He will follow up with an email to committee members, soon.
2. Discussion of Existing Policy 9120 – Officers and Auxiliary Personnel
This Bylaw has been revised to allow the Board to elect a Board Treasurer in addition to the Chair,
Vice Chair, and Secretary. It is indicated this is an optional position. Additional language was added to
briefly describe the Board Treasurer’s duties. It was questioned as to why the position is optional.
Committee Chair Picard-Wambolt informed the committee that by state law the only positions
mandatory for a Board of Education are Chair and Secretary. Board Chair Purcaro indicated this
language was based on best practice from CABE. It was also questioned why there is no job
description at all included for the other officer positions. It was determined this Bylaw will be revisited
in the near future to include a brief job description for each of the officer positions.
A motion was made to recommend to the full Board acceptance of revised Bylaw 9120 – Officers and
Auxiliary Personnel as presented.
VOTE: Unanimous. The motion passed.
1st. M. Purcaro

2nd. J. Dzen

3. Discussion of Proposed Policy 9126 – Board of Education Officers, Treasurer
This Bylaw was written by our Board attorney, Mr. Fred Dorsey at the request of Board Chair
Purcaro. It outlines the duties of the newly created position of Board Treasurer. After review by the
committee, it was determined that the word “Association” should be changed to “District” in keeping
with Ellington Board practice.
A motion was made to recommend to the full Board acceptance of new Bylaw 9126 – Treasurer
(Optional) as amended.
VOTE: Unanimous. The motion passed.
1st. J. Dzen

2nd. K. Socha

4. Discussion of Existing Policy 5111 - Admission/Placement
This current policy has been revised to reflect a recent legislative change. It indicates anyone
denied admission to the district’s schools due to residency may request, in writing, a hearing of the
Board of Education.
A motion was made to recommend to the full Board acceptance of revised Policy 5111 –
Admission/Placement as presented.
VOTE: Unanimous. The motion passed.
1st. K. Socha

2nd. M. Purcaro

5. Discussion of Existing Policy 5118.1 – Homeless Students
As above, for Policy 5111, this current policy has been revised to include legal reference to reflect the
same legislative change.
A motion was made to recommend to the full Board acceptance of revised Policy 5118.1 – Homeless
Students as presented.
VOTE: Unanimous. The motion passed.
1st. K. Socha

2nd. Ms. Nord

6. Continued Discussion on Policy Implications Regarding Mobile Metal Detectors
Dr. Nicol reminded the committee that this discussion began at the October Policy Committee
meeting following a request made by administration that they be allowed to use mobile metal detecting
wands as another tool against student vaping. Dr. Nicol provided committee members with a sample
CABE Policy 5145.123 - Use of Metal Detectors. The committee had a very lengthy discussion
regarding this proposed policy. Committee members were somewhat divided. Many concerns were
raised both for and against using mobile metal detector wands, or any metal detectors in our schools.
Further thought and discussion is warranted, and no action is recommended at his time.
Adjournment:
A motion was made to adjourn the meeting.
VOTE: Unanimous. The motion passed.
1st. J. Dzen

2nd. L. Nord

The meeting was adjourned at 6:16 pm by Ms. Picard-Wambolt.

Respectfully submitted by _____________________________________________________________
Kris Picard-Wambolt, Policy Committee Chair

