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Curriculum Committee Meeting Minutes  
The Curriculum Committee of the Ellington Board of Education met on Wednesday, 
February 20, 2019 in the School Administration Building.  
 
Attendees:  
Administrative Team Members: Mr. Brian Hendrickson, Ms. Elizabeth Cole, Ms. Michele 
Murray, Ms. Rebecca Aldred, Mr. John Guidry, Dr. Kristy Laporte. 
Teachers: Mr. Mark Mahler 
Board of Education Committee Members: Mr. Gary Blanchette, Ms. Jen Dzen (arrived at 
2:12), Dr. Michael Young (Chair). 
 
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 2:06 p.m. by Dr. Young (Chair).  
 
With community members in attendance, the prerogative of the chair opted to invite brief 

Public Comment, prior to the meeting. A sign up list was used and 2 guests were heard. 

Several concerns with 8 block schedule every day were expressed including: losing 

study halls, shortened class time, sufficient time for AP practice testing, that 

advisory/portfolio time, flex block might be sacrificed. 

AGENDA 

Committee introduced itself. 

  

1. Review and discuss the 2019-2020 Ellington High School Master Schedule planning.  
 

Chair recognized Brian Hendrickson, who explained that the report to be presented was 
part of ongoing work on the schedule. Mr. Guidry (EHS principal) began by reviewing the 
history of his discussion of the high school class schedule dating from April 2018. He 
reported having consulted the principal’s advisory group (students) as well as holding 
discussion with faculty. Mr. Guidry is primarily focused on discussing a “straight-8” 
schedule which is not identical with a X block schedule. January 2019, Mr. Guidry tried a 
sample schedule with help of administrative IT staff and found no serious conflicts. The 
concept was presented at a high school faculty meeting in January of 2019 and discussed. 
Mr. Guidry reported the remainder of the process, after his presentation to the BOE 
curriculum subcommittee, will include working toward a trial run in March of 2019 and 
subsequent analysis and reporting. 



 

Next, Mr. Guidry detailed the problems that the “straight 8” schedule concept might 
address, where each class meets every day, except Wednesday, which will include advisory 
or flex block. Flex block is retained, but would be expected to be less necessary because 
students would see teachers every day, in every class. This would result in an increase in 
class time to 227 min/wk/class. 
 
Mr. Mahler described a history of attempts to change the high school schedule, noting that 
faculty have not had consensus when it was discussed. So it has not changed. He noted that 
while no schedule is perfect, there are trade-offs to consider when comparing the 4 and 4, 
current 6 rotation, and proposed “straight 8” schedules. Mr. Mahler expressed his personal 
preference as a Language Arts teacher for the longer periods, but noted that he also 
understood some of the advantages of considering the change. He suggested that trying to 
explain the current rotating 6 day schedule can take up to 20 minutes, which itself speaks 
to the potential confusion and complexity it involves. Finding who is in what room is 
difficult to figure out on any given occasion, even for those familiar with the rotation. 
 
Mr. Guidry provided his perspective on what he observed when becoming principal at EHS 
last April. He shared his “blue sky” ideas and vision about what a future EHS experience 
might be. His vision included new courses as well as non-credit options directed toward 
pathways, and independent studies, including work that would funnel into curriculum and 
course development related to authentic real-world careers and interests. He expressed 
that working toward any revisions requires the basics of faculty and community functions 
to be working well. He explained that the revised schedule would make coordinating with 
outside resources easier. 
 
Mr. Guidry continued by discussing (see handout) additional issues identified with the 
current schedule, including impacts of snow days, missed days, teacher breaks, and the 
typical attention span of students. Working through the issues on the handout, he 
highlighted benefits of a “blended” approach that might include sets of block days 
throughout the year (totaling 8 sets of block days). 
 
Mr. Guidry mentioned particularly that students who would currently have study hall 
would have that replaced with lunch. Those without a lunch would likely be accommodated 
with the ability to eat in class (except for Science). 
 
The committee asked about timing of particularly Math. The committee discussed the 
advantage of articulating with the Middle School curriculum. The impact on special 
education was discussed, particularly on itinerate courses like Art. The committee asked 
about passing time and the bell/signal system. 
 
Mr. Hendrickson added that the revised schedule might also contribute to creating a more 
collegial environment among teachers due to increased opportunities to collaborate with 
colleagues/businesses/industry outside of EHS as a result of increased consistency of a 
straight 8 approach that includes periodic block days each month. 
 



 

Adjournment  
The meeting adjourned at 3:15 PM.  

1st: Mr. Gary Blanchette;  2nd: , Ms. Jen Dzen Vote: Unanimously approved.  
 

Minutes respectfully submitted by: __________________________________________________________  
Michael Young, Curriculum Committee Chairperson  

 


