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CURRICULUM COMMITTEE MINUTES 

February 24, 2017 

The Curriculum Committee of the Ellington Board of Education met Friday, February 24, 2017 
from 1:00-2:12 p.m. in the Board Room of the Administration Building. Present were: Board of 
Education members Gary Blanchette, Tracey Kiff-Judson and Kristen Picard-Wambolt. Andrew 
McNamar was absent. Also present were Erin McGurk, Director of Educational Services, and Liz 
Cole, Curriculum Supervisor.  
 
Dr. McGurk began the meeting by informing the committee that Ellington is lucky to have Mrs. 
Cole serving as a Curriculum Supervisor. Mrs. Cole is trained as an NGSX facilitator and serves on 
the Connecticut State Department of Education Science Assessment Advisory Board. Mrs. Cole 
presented an update on Ellington’s transition to the Next Generation Science Standards. She 
described how the transition will take place from the current CMT and CAPT Science testing to a 
new test based on the new standards, and described the timeline for the transition, which will 
include pilot and field testing before full implementation in the 2019-20 school year.  
 
Mrs. Cole described some of the differences in science instruction under the new standards. She 
showed classroom examples of phenomenon-based teaching and the steps in which students are 
involved, including asking questions, creating models to explain the phenomenon, and making their 
thinking public. Mrs. Cole explained how the professional learning is being provided to classroom 
teachers across the district and the work of the district Science Task Force.  
 
Finally, Mrs. Cole shared good news on enrollment in several of the new courses approved by the 
Curriculum Committee in the fall. At this time, approximately 140 students have signed up for 
Forensics and about 12 for the UCONN ECE Medical Terminology and EMT training course.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 2:12 p.m. The next meeting of the Curriculum Committee is scheduled for 
Friday, April 7, 2017 at 1:00 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted by: __________________________________________ 
   Gary Blanchette, Curriculum Committee Chairperson 


