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Ellington Board of Education                                                             Center Elementary School Library
Curriculum Committee Meeting Tuesday, March 29, 2022

A meeting of the Curriculum Committee was held on Tuesday, March 29, 2022, at 5:00 p.m. in the Center
Elementary School Library, 49 Main Street, Ellington, CT.

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Michael Young.

PRESENT Dr. Michael Young (Virtual), Chair, Angie Moser (Virtual), Miriam Underwood,
Marcia Kupferschmid

ABSENT Liz Nord

ALSO PRESENT Mr. Oliver Barton, Assistant Superintendent of Curriculum & Instruction
Mr. Brian Greenleaf, Director of Finance & Operations (Virtual)
John Guidry, Principal, EHS
Brandon Blair, Teacher
Kirsten LaBranche, Teacher

AGENDA ITEMS
High School New Course Proposals 2022-2023
Mr. Oliver Barton, Assistant Superintendent of Curriculum & Instruction
Mr. Barton called on principal Guidry to present eight new course proposals to the committee. Mr. Blair
presented his proposal for a STEM Guitar course with a lab and Ms. LaBranche presented her course on
Empathy.  Further discussion will continue.

Mr. Young asked about Empathy course touchstones with Seeds of Civility and possible brief videos on key
topics that might be recorded and used more broadly for teaching Seeds of Civility. It was reported that
the course would begin the first few weeks specifically drawing on the Seeds of Civility. Mr. Guidry said he
would consider the possible merits of recordings for re-use from the Empathy course. Mr. Young
requested an update in regards to a Firefighting Course being added; discussions will continue about this
course.

The following eight proposals to be recommended to the Board for approval were reviewed briefly by Mr.
Guidry:

·      Ceramics II
·      Artisanal Baking and Confections
·      Leadership Development (course from Somers)
·      Data Science (Math teacher)

·      ASL III
·      Arabic III
·      Portuguese II
·      Portuguese I

Ms. Moser inquired about the process for selecting and offering the courses. Min. enrollment
requirements for the first year are lower but following that, courses must meet higher min. enrollments
around 10 or more students.

Ms. Underwood inquired if teachers would take on 6th class as a result of the 8 new courses. Mr. Guidry
reported there are no current plans for that.

Ms. Kupferschmid asked about lab fees for the guitar course and Mr. Blair reported there are plans to ask
for parents and the school to share the costs. Mr. Young asked about Python programming component of
the Data Science course and possible connections to computer science.

MOTION First:  M. Kupferschmid
Second:  J. Dzen
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To recommend to the full BOE the adoption of the eight courses as presented to
the Curriculum Committee.
Motion carried unanimously.

Windermere Building Specifications
Mr. Brian Greenleaf, Director of Finance & Operations
Mr. Young reminded the committee of the presentation they received in January of 2022 focused on
Modularity and Scalability in the infrastructure/classroom designs for the Windermere project. Mr.
Greenleaf reported that he has the town resolution in hand but additional work is needed by the BOE to
move the project forward, including approval of the Ed Specs that provide a broad outline for classroom
designs for various content needs. Mr. Greenleaf provided the committee with a template of approved Ed
Specs from 2019 for the Brookfield Public Schools (pdf) and an initial draft of the EPS Ed Specs (.docx).
Ms. Kupferschmid asked specifically about Cafeteria design and if Cafeteria workers were to be consulted
to ensure their needs as end users were considered. Mr. Young noted that it was helpful to see classroom
designs highlighted by each school content area, including: Science/STEM, Math. Social Studies, LA,
Health, PE, Music and Visual Arts.

Mr. Young also highlighted the Brookfield School’s “Strategic Coherence Plan for personalized learning”
that guided their design of ed. specifications. The plan focused on 1) Communication/Collaboration; 2)
Critical Thinking and Problem Solving; 3) Creativity and Innovation; and 4) Character development and
community connections.

Mr. Young asked Administration to consider 4 points:
● Front/Back presentation displays in the 2019 Brookfield plan might not be enough to fully

accommodate break-out group work within a classroom for the next 60+ years. Perhaps Dry
Erase Paint, portable boards or digital displays, or other tech could be considered to support
more flexible collaboration and sharing.

● The power requirements of students simultaneously using multiple smart devices throughout
the day- ceiling, floor, power poll, or classroom charging stations were mentioned.

● Consider how classrooms might support Bluetooth or similar headsets to support breakout
groups or working independently (and online) separately within a single classroom.
Consideration of adding additional unused (floor, ceiling, wall) conduit to accommodate future
expansion of wired and wireless technology.

● Consider lockers that include charging capabilities.

Mr. Greenleaf acknowledged these possibilities and confirmed the goals of flexibility, modularity, and
scalability of the design will guide continued planning.

Misc. Announcements
Mr. Barton: Announced that the Seal of Biliteracy exam was completed by about 20 EPS students and our
students are reported to have scored very well.

ADJOURNMENT
MOTION First:  M. Kupferschmid

Second:  A. Moser
To adjourn the meeting of the Curriculum Committee (5:57 PM)
Motion carried unanimously.

Respectfully submitted by Dr. Michael Young, Curriculum Committee Chair


