
BOARD OF EDUCATION  
Ellington, Connecticut  
 
Curriculum Committee Meeting Minutes  
The Curriculum Committee of the Ellington Board of Education met on Friday, April 6, 2018 in the 
School Administration Building.  
 
Attendees:  
Administrative Team Members: Dr. Erin McGurk, Ms. Elizabeth Cole, Ms. Michele Cirillo,  
Board of Education Committee Members: Ms. Marcia Kupferschmid, Ms. Kris Picard-Wambolt, Mr. Gary 
Blanchette, Dr. Michael Young (Chair). 
Teacher/Guest Speaker: Ms. Leslie Mancuso (K-8 Mathematics Specialist) 
Also in attendance: Ms. Tracey Kiff-Judson 
 
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 1:04 PM by Dr. Young (Chair).  
 
 Discussion Items  
 
1. Update on mathematics resources for instruction at grades 6-8  

 
Dr. McGurk provided a background on the elementary math resources used prior to Common Core 
State Standards (CCSS), the process for selecting an Open Education Resource (OER), and the process 
for making a large-scale adoption change, including some pilot use, at all three grades. Ms. Mancuso 
next described some of the attributes of the problem-based curriculum of “Illustrative Math Program” 
and author Bill McCallum’s oversight of the development of the materials, tested widely by teachers. 
EDREPORTS.org’s review gave these materials its highest rating.  Ms. Mancuso and the curriculum 
team proposed the adoption of these resources. (Eureka was also considered but deemed “wordy”). 
She described the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics (NCTM) five practices and alignment of 
these materials. As an illustration, Ms. Mancuso showed an “area problem” and its associated Pacing 
Guide as well as a trapezoid/rhombus sample problem with the activity synthesis example. She noted 
the alignment of the assessments provided in the resource to the activities of the Smarter Balanced 
assessment. She gave an example of the pre-assessment and post-assessments. She added examples of 
supports for English Language Learners, special needs, families, and teachers that are included.  The 
cost of materials is $22.50 per set that needs to be partly replaced as consumables.  This is less than 
the cost of materials in the current program. 
 
Board members inquired about a variety of topics including how students were grouped by ability, 
differentiated instruction, and the efficacy of using consumable texts. Free OER have several 
advantages including keeping more current. The Committee asked about student experiences, and 
positive acceptance by students was reported. 
 
The Curriculum subcommittee provided its support for this adoption. 
 
2. Approval of new science text at EHS 
 



Ms. Cole provided a background on the adoption of a NextGen-aligned text for AP Environmental 
Science that includes contemporary issues like superstorms and fake news. The criteria for 
replacement were applied to the current offerings that moved toward case-study examples with online 
support resources and the newest version of the current Withgott & Laposata (Sixth Edition) text 
published by Pearson was deemed the best. 
 
Committee members inquired about the size of AP Environmental classes. 
 
The Curriculum subcommittee provided its support for this adoption. 
 
Adjournment  
The meeting adjourned at 2:30 PM.  

1st: Ms. Picard-Wambolt 2nd: Ms. Marcia Kupferschmid, Vote: Unanimously approved.  
 
Minutes respectfully submitted by:  
 
__________________________________________________________  
Michael Young, Curriculum Committee Chairperson  
 


