
BOARD OF EDUCATION

Ellington, Connecticut

Curriculum Committee Meeting Minutes

The Curriculum Committee of the Ellington Board of Education met for a virtual meeting
on Tuesday, March 16, 2021 at 6:00 p.m.

Attendees:

Board of Education Members : Mr. Michael Young, Ms. Marcia Kupferschmid,
Ms. Miriam Underwood, Ms. Liz Nord, Ms. Jen Dzen and Ms. Kris Picard-Wambolt

Administrative Team Members : Mr. Brian Hendrickson, Assistant Superintendent for
Curriculum and Instruction

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Ms. Mullin at 6:01 p.m. 

Agenda Items:

• Discussion regarding how technology has assisted with teacher-led
learning/professional development during the 2020-2021 school year, and how
technology may continue to be used in future years to strengthen and enhance
teacher-led learning/professional development.

Mr. Young introduced the discussion by sharing some thoughts about recent articles that
have investigated or proposed that the increased use of teaching technologies by
faculty could be useful for enriching teacher professional learning and development
(PLD) options by respecting teachers’ time and priorities by making learning more
flexible and personalized.

Mr. Hendrickson introduced his staff who had taken time to attend the session and
asked Mr. Spada to start the discussion.

Mr. Spada began by discussing virtual PLD, particularly that provided by the tech
integration specialists in response to the COVID-19 pivot to remote learning. He
reported that much of the online supports were well received by teachers and highlight
the new affordances of remote technologies for supporting teacher learning and
professional collaboration.



Mr. Spada suggested, in particular, that remote learning provides convenience,
accessibility and flexibility for busy teachers. Remote PLD may enable a wider range of
learning opportunities to be offered and expand the typical team or grade level
boundaries of learning.

Erin Grasso presented a Padlet of elementary lesson materials and assessments to
support alignment across schools.

Elizabeth Loubier described how this added alignment with silver students as well.

Mr. Spada showed the grade 8 Tech Integration Google classroom, as an example for
providing resources for teacher learning and development.

Gomathi Ramachandran shared a G classroom for the 6th grade science teachers.

Tori Shilling reported on how she was able to share NGSS videos and offer PLD for K-6
in a virtual and flexible way.

Nicole Bolduc shared how her selection as a national expert results in national experts
providing her information that she can share virtually in district, particularly about the
Next Gen Science Standards.

Gomathi Ramachandran shared her difficulty finding and curating high quality PLD
activities when so many possibilities are offered and asked if the district could create a
live site, or Ed Camp type group activity to support each teacher by curating a list of
suggested or known effective learning opportunities.

Mr. Young added that in the future it may be possible for the Board to benefit from virtual
teacher PLD analytics to further understand who is participating and the nature of their
contributions and learning as a result of the analytics behind many online learning tools,
perhaps including tools like Padlet and Google Classroom. With the data visualizations
possible with Infinite Campus the Board of Ed “dashboard” could include information
about the status and effectiveness of our programs to support teacher learning and
development.

A motion was made to adjourn the meeting at 5:41 pm.

1st.  M. Underwood 2nd.  K. Picard-Wombolt

Respectfully submitted,

Dr. Michael Young



Curriculum Committee, Chair


