
 

  

BOARD OF EDUCATION 
Ellington, Connecticut  

(virtual meeting via Google Meet) 

 

May 7, 2020 

 
Curriculum Committee Meeting Minutes  
The Curriculum Committee of the Ellington Board of Education met on Thursday, May 7, 2020, 

using Google Meet.  

 

Attendees:  
Administrative Team Members: Mr. Brian Hendrickson, Dr. Kristy LaPorte, Superintendent Scott 

Nicol, Mr. John Collins, Mr. Michael Nash, Ms. Michele Murray, Mr. Michael 

Verderame, Dr. Susan Nash-Ditzel. 

Board of Education Subcommittee Members: Ms. Miriam Underwood, Dr. Michael Young 

(Chair), Mr. Gary Blanchette, Ms. Marcia Kupferschmid, and Ms. Picard-Wambolt. 

Additional Board of Ed members present:   Ms. Jen Dzen, Ms. Liz Nord 

Public Viewers: Approximately 25 members of the public viewed the meeting online. 

 

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 4:59 p.m. by Dr. Young (Chair).  

 
AGENDA 

 

1. Citizen and Staff Forum 

None 

 

2. K-6 Reading and Math Support/Specialist Staffing Model Update: 

Mr. Hendrickson introduce the need for addressing staffing on a dynamic allocation basis and to 

be consistent across schools for entry into Tier-based (SRBI) interventions. The hope is to 

position instructional assets driven by student needs, across the district. Dr. LaPorte clarified 

how the tiered systems of push-in services varied some in Ellington based on principal decisions. 

The interest of this new model is to standardize how these tiers are applied and services can be 

provided across schools. Mr. Hendrickson then added how the district move to Infinite Campus 

will give us additional data for progress monitoring of the push-in services, and address student 

need dynamically. Dr. LaPorte described some differences in how co-teaching and push-in 

services current vary across schools in Ellington. 

 

Dr. Nash-Ditzel described the difference between the 102 vs the 097 certifications for reading 

interventionists. She added that it may be that the 097s are underutilized. 

 



Mr. Hendrickson described how the new model would also seek to more appropriately utilize the 

training of the 097 while maintaining the equity of the classroom intervention activities. He 

described the process that involved the planning and discussion of these changes. 

 

Mr. Hendrickson then took up the issue of math intervention. He noted the changes that have 

resulted from the district response to COVID-19.  He presented his plan for placing math 

specialists at the elementary schools and noted how the administration differences at each 

building impact these proposed placements. 

 

Jenn Brown spoke to the HR requirements to implement this new staffing model. The process 

would be budget neutral and is likely to be competitively filled internally, despite needing to be 

published both internally and externally. 

 

Dr. Young confirmed the proposal is budget neutral and would be similar to other such job 

adjustments made in the past. 

 

Ms. Underwood asked for clarification about the change in ratio of students in the school to 

number of students receiving math services. Mr. Hendrickson and Dr. LaPorte provided further 

clarification of these ratios. 

 

Ms. Picard-Wambolt noted her support and mention how the BCBI Specialist’s work might also 

support this new model. Dr. LaPorte and Mr. Hendrickson clarified how that would be true. 

 

Ms. Nord inquired about continuity of services for those receiving math and reading services. 

 

Mr. Blanchette inquired about summer support and if parents have been expressing concerns 

about how to continue support during this summer. 

 

Building principals (Dr. Susan Nash-Ditzel, Ms. Jennifer Hill, and Mr. Michael Verderame) 

reported that it will be an issue as summer is mostly distance learning, and expressed their 

support for the proposed new model for services. 

 

Mr. Blanchette asked about the 6th grade transition to middle school. 

 

Mr. Nash described a video going out to 6th grade parents and the hope of having an in person 

August orientation to the middle school. Mr. Nash also clarified his support for the push-in 

possibilities of the proposed new model. 

 

Position assets driven by student need. 

 

Motion: To recommend approval by the full board the staffing model and associated 

reorganization of K-6 Reading and Math Support/Specialists as proposed by the administration. 

 

Mr. Verderame added the with the push-in possibilities it might add to enrichment possibilities. 

 



Ms. Dzen provided a parent view of how push in may meet the needs of some student better and 

give them a sense that they are welcome and able to stay in class, in comparison to pull out 

programs. 

 

A motion was made Move that the Curriculum Committee recommend to the Board of Education 

the creation of the .6 Math Specialist / .4 SRBI Coordinator and K - 12 Lead Math Specialist 

positions. 

 

1st. K. Picard-Wambolt   2nd. M. Kupferschmid 

   

VOTE: Ayes: Blanchette, Kupferschmid, Picard-Wambolt and Young. Abstained: Underwood.  

The motion passed. 

 

3. Middle School Math Scope and Sequence Update and 20-21 Math Placement for 

Incoming 7th Grade Students 

 

Mr. Hendrickson addressed his interest in presenting to the Curriculum Subcommittee how 

planning to go back to school after the COVID-19 response, might impact our focus on revising 

our middle school math instruction. He provide a brief background. Ms. Murray then introduced 

the overall goals of the planning and the known challenges that are added by the COVID-19 and 

virtual learning options going forward. 

 

Mr. Nash provided more details as to some principals that are guiding the next steps in a phased 

approach for math instruction, using an All Hands on Deck approach to re-opening school. In 

math this may involve providing additional resources to all classes initially and provide a time 

for students to readjust to the new instructional setting. Then perhaps in January, re-envisioning a 

Geometry option for 7th & 8th grade. 

 

Maria Enrique commented on how the paired specialist might be able to be use a more flexible 

workshop model in how they approach math instruction. She provided details about how that has 

worked and might be used more going forward. 

 

Dr. DePeau spoke to how the proposed change might reduce the students who feel they had 

pulled out for “dumb math” and may now see and even want services as additional help. 

 

Ms. Picard-Wambolt ask about how the proposal to heterogeneously group students might cap 

the “high fliers” to push forward and accelerate and enrich their math learning. Ms. Enrique and 

Mr. Nash described how a more individualized personalized approach would be better than 

homogeneously grouping more advanced students. 

 

Discussion ensued on the issue of how new technologies might facilitate more individualize and 

personalized student learning.  Mr. Blanchette asked if the context of COVID-19 might spur 

interest in STEM content and careers, particularly among young women. Discussion ensued on 

efforts to connect enrichment options to STEM content as exemplified by pandemics and the 

associated interests some students may have due to recent events. 

 



The meeting adjourned at 6:59 p.m. 

 

1st.  M. Underwood    2nd.  K. Picard-Wambolt  

 

Vote: Unanimous.  The motion passed.  

 

Minutes respectfully submitted by:  

 

__________________________________________________________  

Michael Young, Curriculum Committee Chairperson  

 

 

 


