
BOARD OF EDUCATION  

Ellington, Connecticut  

   

Curriculum Committee Meeting Minutes  

The Curriculum Committee of the Ellington Board of Education met on Tuesday, 
October 26, 2021, in the School Administration Building, 47 Main Street, Ellington, CT.   

Attendees:  

Board of Education Members: Mr. Gary Blanchette, Mr. Michael Young, Ms. Marcia 
Kupferschmid, Ms. Miriam Underwood, Ms. Angela Moser, Ms. Kris Picard-Wambolt, 
Ms. Jen Dzen and Ms. Liz Nord.  

Administrative Team Members: Mr. Oliver Barton, Assistant Superintendent for 
Curriculum and Instruction; Dr. Linda Robinson, Library Media Specialist, Ellington 
Middle School, Ms. Gomathi Ramachandran, Technology Integration Specialist, Ms. 
Beth Palasek, Library Media Specialist, Windermere School, and Ms. Teresa Hartling, 
Library Media Specialist, Ellington High School.  

 

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Mr. Young at 4:59 p.m.    

Agenda Items:  

1) Library Media and Technology Integration 2021-22 Plan and Implementation  
 

 

Mr. Young asked Mr. Barton to introduce the library media integration plan and guest 
Library Media Specialists (LMS) and Technology Integration Specialist to the 
committee.  Mr. Barton presented a slide deck concerning the Fall 2021 purposeful re-
organization of LMS, Tech/TAG/STEM efforts and continuity with the previous 
framework, given recent turnover in staff. He noted that resources have increased 
slightly from six Full Time & two PT, to eight FT in 2021-22.  

Ms. Linda Robinson reported on how the new team has been working collaboratively, 
meeting regularly to problem solve, and working to take full advantage of individual 
strengths of the team members. The presentation highlighted that there were a number 
of goals in common between Tech Integration and LMS, including building student and 
teacher capacity as self-directed learners, collaborators, and communicators, and the 
use of digital tools for teaching and learning. 



Ms. Palasek highlighted activities that exemplify the new team’s collaborative approach, 
including Hour of Code & BeeBots, the WeVideo Culture project, and use of the 
Greenscreen by students to demonstrate their learning. 

Ms. Underwood asked if the LMS experience was similar across the elementary 
schools. Ms. Palasek reported that she is working with new LMS teachers to duplicate 
some of the activities, and roll out consistent program offerings.  

Ms. Robinson reported on how the middle school is also exploring the integration of 
LMS with Tech Integration. Examples of this integration include working on self-
checkout of books, supporting 3D printing, and curriculum involving tools like Breakout 
EDU, as well as supporting other makerspace technologies. 

Ms. Moser asked if students had a set time for library access. Ms. Robinson reported 
that staff changes limited access at the middle school at the start of school, but the 
staffing issues are resolving allowing the return to regular student access. Mr. Barton 
added that the whole school has been presented an orientation to the library and 
makerspaces services. 

Ms. Hartling reported on integration plans at the high school and provided a QR code 
for the “virtual library” (accessible to students with EPS google accounts only).  

Ms. Ramachandran described her goals for tech, LMS & STEM Integration at the 
elementary school level. Example projects included implementing single sign-on and 
two-factor authentication for students, and continuing to build-out resources for students 
and parents previously created by Jenna McDermott. She described several short-term 
and long-term goals for enabling more personalized learning, community partnerships, 
virtual field trips, and lessons on digital citizenship. 

Mr. Barton summarized efforts for Tech and LMS Integration by noting how the COVID 
remote learning, over the past year, accelerated teacher fluency with instructional 
technologies, and introduced many new possibilities for engaging students with 
technology. He added that there may be discussion of adding an additional position in 
support of this LMS-Tech-STEM integration efforts. 

The team also addressed Google Analytics, transparency for parents, and showcasing 
STEM achievements. 

2) Remote Learning for students on quarantine   

Mr. Young introduced the topic by mentioning Ms. Underwood’s interest in curriculum 
plans and goals for students needing to be out of school due to quarantine, including 
the number of students who may need these instructional models and the priorities for 
providing instruction remotely in quarantine situations. 

https://www.lakeshorelearning.com/products/stem/building-engineering/bee-botsup-sup-programmable-robot/p/BT363/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=ppc&utm_campaign=nbdsa&gclid=Cj0KCQjw8eOLBhC1ARIsAOzx5cGgXn_HqMreRtlDJvWE5WarxIqcZTgLfS7Bxc48F-NAGx5SCFREdpoaAphdEALw_wcB
https://www.wevideo.com/?utm_keyword=%2Bwevideo&utm_term=%2Bwevideo&utm_campaign=1950034248&utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&hsa_grp=76442623611&hsa_kw=%2Bwevideo&hsa_src=g&hsa_net=adwords&hsa_ver=3&hsa_ad=537912711746&hsa_tgt=aud-773434648531:kwd-311152641297&hsa_mt=b&hsa_acc=1019435511&hsa_cam=1950034248&gclid=Cj0KCQjw8eOLBhC1ARIsAOzx5cGzcfHsz33SFK4gkZuyXRRKKXcklQbT__xsT6FxhCOkL5OOT5L2gGQaAgkGEALw_wcB
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chroma_key
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chroma_key


Mr. Barton estimated the largest number of students in quarantine situations is 13 
quarantine incidents at one school, with a few students out of class in most instances, 
and a few cases of larger groups, up to 10-15 students. There were far fewer incidents 
at other schools, estimated at a few students per incidence, as allowed by changing 
state contact tracing guidelines. Each quarantine currently is for 10 days, but this may 
be modified in the coming weeks. This presents situations when a teacher must teach a 
few students remotely while conducting in-person instruction. Current EPS guidelines 
provided to teachers for these situations (elementary and secondary guidance attached) 
include staying in touch with parents daily, and providing instruction in core 
math/science areas each day where possible. Teachers have flexibility to do 
instructional support using hybrid synchronous or asynchronous models and mobile 
technologies that can be moved into affected classrooms, depending on what support 
each teacher might prefer and the content being presented. EPS guidelines recommend 
that teachers give priority to in-person students and defer responding to remote 
students while teaching larger in-person groups, until time allows. 

Additional questions were raised about the Chromebooks given to students out on 
quarantine, and classroom cameras that can be deployed on a mobile basis. The 
specific situations are flexible, but each classroom can adapt on 24-hour notice by 
adding higher-end video technologies. Tech Integration staff are deployed to each 
teacher when they receive notice of quarantine students, to assist with planning for 
remote learning. Administration is seeking additional ways to support teachers in these 
situations. 

A motion was made to adjourn the meeting at 6:37 p.m.  

 1st.  K. Picard-Wambolt                  2nd.  M. Underwood 

Respectfully submitted,  

  

           Dr. Michael Young 

    Curriculum Committee, Chair 

  


