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Board of Education 
Ellington, Connecticut 

February 19, 2020 

A special meeting of the Ellington Board of Education was held on Wednesday, 
February 19, 2020 in the School Administration Building. 

Present were: Mr. Purcaro and Young; Ms. Dzen, Picard-Wambolt, Nord, Socha and 
Kupferschmid; and Dr. Scott Nicol, Superintendent of Schools. 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mr. Purcaro, Chairperson. 

Citizen and Staff Forum 

No one addressed the Board. 

Annual Choice Program Presentation and Discussion 

Special guests Mr. Greg Florio, Executive Director at CREC, and Ms. Deb Borero, 
Director of School Choice Programs at CREC, joined the meeting to present with the 
school administration. 

Dr. Nicol gave an overview of the process of declaring Choice seats in the district as 
well as the information that will be presented on tonight, which was driven by board 
member input and questions. 

Mr. Florio and Ms. Borero started their presentation with the Sheff v. O’Neill case, the 
impact it had on education and the current configurations and process of the Choice 
program.  They reviewed the growing interest Hartford families have in joining the 
Ellington education system and community as well as answered questions brought forth 
by board members. 

Mr. Greenleaf presented on the cost analysis breaking down the current revenue and 
Choice funded items.  Dr. Nicol provided a fifteen year historical review of Ellington’s 
participation in the Choice program highlighting the growing interest in Ellington in 
recent years. 

Board members asked many questions throughout the lengthy presentation.  It was 
made clear that this meeting was for information gathering purposes and that no Board  
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action on the Hartford Choice Declaration was anticipated until the regularly scheduled 
Board meeting for February. 

A motion to adjourn was made at 8:43 p.m. . 

1st. K. Picard-Wambolt 2nd. L. Nord 

VOTE: Unanimous.  The motion passed. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Kris Picard Wambolt 
Secretary 

 


