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Board of Education 
Ellington, Connecticut 

February 26, 2020 

A regular meeting of the Ellington Board of Education was held on Wednesday, 
February 26, 2020 in the Town Hall Meeting Hall. 

Present were: Mr. Blanchette, Purcaro and Young; Ms. Dzen, Picard-Wambolt, Nord, 
Socha, Kupferschmid; Dr. Scott Nicol, Superintendent of Schools and Ms. Jaimee 
DelPiano, Student Representative.  

Also present were Ms. Liz Cole, Assistant Principal, Ellington High School; Ellington 
High School Student Ayushman Choudhury; Dr. Sue Nash Ditzel, Principal, Crystal 
Lake School;  Ms. Lori Purcaro, Math Specialist, Crystal Lake School; Ms.Christine 
Marshall, 4th Grade Teacher, Crystal Lake School and Ms. Jennifer Brown, 
Administrative Assistant to the Superintendent/Human Resources Coordinator. 

The meeting was called to order at 6:58 p.m. by Mr. Purcaro, Chairperson. 

BOARD CHAIR REPORT 

Mr. Purcaro informed the Board on the many legislative events he attended recently as 
well as an upcoming event in March, CABE Day on the Hill.  He invited all board 
members and the student representative to join him that day. 

Ms. Dzen shared that the middle school is reaching out to 6th graders district wide 
offering programs for students that have similar interests to join together and meet prior 
to merging in 7th grade.  Some of the offerings could include photography, life skills, 
finance, easy eats and more. 

SPECIAL RECOGNITION 

Dr. Nicol introduced EHS Junior Ayushman Choudhury, he won first place in the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars’s Voice of Democracy Essay Contest.  Ayushman explained 
that the topic of the essay, What Makes America Great Again, immediately made him 
think of his parents.  He had the pleasure of attending the citizenship ceremonies for 
both of his parents and encouraged everyone to attend at least one of those 
ceremonies to experience being in a room that isn’t defined by race or culture but by 
democratic values.  Mr. Purcaro and Dr. Nicol thanked Ayushman for sharing his story 
and are proud that he is a representative of Ellington Public Schools. 
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Ms. Liz Cole, Assistant Principal at Ellington High School, introduced Christian Gervin of 
Axis New England.  Axis New England makes collaborative robotics and was able to 
procure a system for Ellington, through EDUinnovate, that was available for donation. 
The Universal Robots UR5 CB2 Collaborative Robotic System will be widely used 
throughout many courses at the high school to engage students in learning.  

CITIZENS AND STAFF FORUM 

No one addressed the Board. 

CONSENT AGENDA 

Mr. Purcaro asked if anyone wished to remove any item from the Consent Agenda. 
Consent Agenda items one through thirteen were adopted. 

1. Approval of the minutes from the January 25, 2020 Special Meeting. 
 

2. Approval of the minutes from the January 28, 2020 Special Meeting. 
 

3. Approval of the minutes from the January 29, 2020 Regular Meeting. 
 

4. Approval of the minutes from the February 5, 2020 Special Meeting. 
 

5. Approval of the employment of Kevin Delany as a full-time Special Education 
Aide at Ellington Middle School, effective January 27, 2020. 
 

6. Acceptance of the resignation of Allison Ryan as a part-time Special Education 
Aide at Crystal Lake School, effective February 3, 2020. 
 

7. Approval of the employment of Dante Roberge as a part-time Special Education 
Aide at Crystal Lake School, effective February 7, 2020. 

 
8. Acceptance of the resignation of Tiffany Rogers as a part-time Special Education 

Aide at Center School, effective February 7, 2020 
 

9. Approval of the employment of Kara Barclay as a part-time Kindergarten Aide at 
Crystal Lake School, effective February 10, 2020. 
 

10. Approval of the employment of Nathaniel Trask as a full-time Special Education 
Aide at Ellington Middle School, effective February 10, 2020. 
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11. Acceptance of the resignation of Stephanie Wood as a part-time Special 
Education Aide at Crystal Lake School, effective February 14, 2020. 
 

12. Acceptance of the resignation of Elizabeth Kelly as a part-time Special Education 
Aide at Center School, effective February 19, 2020. 
 

13. Approval of the employment of Danielle Nash as a Special Education Teacher at 
Center School, effective February 24, 2020. 

REPORT AND DISCUSSION ITEMS 

Special Reports 

Crystal Lake Elementary: Student Math Performance 

Dr. Sue Nash-Ditzel, Principal; Ms. Lori Purcaro, Math Specialist, and Ms.Christine 
Marshall, 4th Grade Teacher, presented on Student Math Performance at Crystal Lake 
School.  Some approaches that have made a large impact on mathematical teaching 
and learning include all teachers aligning their data cycles with math as well as the 
co-teaching model where specialists push into the classroom. 

Data from a 4th grade classroom where the specialist pulled out students in the 
previous year was compared to the current year where the specialist pushes into the 
classroom was reviewed with remarkable improvement. 

Continued Discussion and Possible Action on Open Choice Declaration 2020-2021 

Dr. Nicol provided a brief recap of the previous meetings and stated he adjusted the 
declarations in Grades 6 and 8 to add sibling seats that were not there previously.  As of 
today, there were three Hartford families that expressed interest in Ellington as their first 
choice. 

Mr. Pucaro inquired into the impact on classroom sizes if we use the current declaration 
recommended number and the Windermere project does not pass. Dr. Nicol stated that 
in 6th and 8th grade, that is not a concern and at this time we do not know what the 
Kindergarten numbers will be.  There is also no concern with the 10 seats declared in 
Pre-K.  Mr. Greenleaf added that if we fill all the seats and we have high class numbers, 
then we may add in the unassigned elementary teacher with the revenue generated.  

Ms. Picard-Wambolt added that it is important to consider what our student honoree 
stated at the beginning of our meeting this evening, diversity.  
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Ms. Nord stated that she would like to hold off on submitting the declaration since we 
don’t have to submit it by March 1st.  Dr. Nicol stated that in order for families to enroll 
in our district for the first round, we do in fact need to submit it by March 1st. 

Ms. Nord requested that since we have students coming in from Hartford that all 
Kindergarten classes should have support staff in the classroom, in the form of a 
full-time aide for consistency, instead of two part-time aides.  Dr. Nicol stated that to go 
from part-time to full time aides in nine sections of Kindergarten would be costly. 

Ms. Kupferschmid reflected on her days when she worked in the school district and she 
registered some of the very first families that were a part of the Choice program and 
how invested those families are to their child’s education, she fully supports the 
program.  She also thanked the administration for their work on this as the Board has 
been very demanding for data. 

Ms. Socha stated that she would prefer to take a conservative approach to seat 
declarations, she worries about class sizes.  Ms. Nord stated that teachers are asking 
for help, Ms. Picard-Wambolt responded that they will be receiving help with the BCBA 
and Counselor positions next year. 

Move that the Board of Education offer 34 new seats for the Choice enrollment for the 
2020-2021 school year as presented by the Superintendent. 

1st.  K. Picard-Wambolt 2nd. M. Kupferschmid 

Discussion:  Ms. Socha stated that she feels 34 seats is high with a lot of unknowns, 
especially the Windermere Project.  Ms. Dzen stated that she feels comfortable with 19 
seats.  Ms. Nord asked if the Pre-K students all move up to Windermere for 
Kindergarten, Mr. Greenleaf responded that no, those students will be spread out at all 
three elementary schools.  Ms. Mullin stated that she supports the program and has 
concerns with potential additional budget cuts makes her uncomfortable dropping the 
number to 19 and proposed we find a number in the middle. 

VOTE:  Ayes: Kupferschmid, Blanchette, Picard-Wambolt, Young.  Nayes: Socha, 
Purcaro, Dzen, Nord, Mullin.  The motion failed. 

Move that the Board of Education offer 28 new seats for the Choice enrollment for the 
2020-2021 school year as presented by the Superintendent. 
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1st.  J. Dzen 2nd. M. Kupferschmid 

Discussion:  Dr. Nicol stated he is comfortable with 28 and administration can work with 
that number.  The Board was reminded that by declaring 28 seats it doesn’t mean there 
will be a net 28 students to the district. 

VOTE:  Ayes: Blanchette, Kupferschmid, Dzen, Young, Picard-Wambolt, Mullin.  Nayes: 
Socha, Nord.  The motion passed. 

Regular Committee Reports 

Communications 

Committee Chair Ms. Mullin reported at the last Communications Committee meeting 
Tracey Kiff-Judson and Sara Varga attended to talk about their new Political Action 
Committee for the Windermere Building Project.  

The district calendar was reviewed and the committee recommended some final 
changes to have consistency in wording.  There will also be a video sent out to families 
to introduce the new calendar format. 

Curriculum 

Committee Chair Dr. Young reported on the last meeting.  Mr. Hendrickson provided 
updates on Science, to align with the NGSS standards.  

The upcoming enrichment parent meeting that will be taking place at the Senior Center 
was discussed as well as utilizing ROTC as an enrichment opportunity.  Right now there 
is not enough interest in the ROTC perhaps regionalizing with surrounding towns would 
be an option. 

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 

Superintendent’s Reports 

Dr. Nicol provided an overview of some recent events in the schools including the 
visiting chef to Ellington High School, the announcement of James Keeney as the new 
School Resource Officer and he invited the board members to appear in the Education 
in Ellington Videos which will have an episode every two weeks. 

Directors’ Reports 
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Monthly Financial Report 

Mr. Greenleaf provided the most up to date budget report.  There were no major 
changes to the budget since the last update. 

School Improvement Plan 

Mr. Hendrickson provided updated data to the Board that included mid-year data and 
the challenges that they are managing. Ms. Dzen commended the team on their work 
and was pleased to see some significant increases. 

BOARD LIAISON REPORT 

Student Liaison 

Ms. DelPiano reported that the Snow Ball Dance is Saturday, it is a great way for 
underclassmen who cannot attend prom to dress up.  U-Knighted week is next week, 
Friday will be the pep rally.  If any board member is interested in attending, they can 
reach out to Ms. Rusich at the high school. 

The high school had a Run/Hide/Fight assembly today, it was very successful and Ms. 
DelPiano stated that she was very proud of her peers, they handled it very maturely. 

OLD/NEW BUSINESS 

Mr. Blanchette asked if there have been any Superintendent meetings over the 
Coronavirus.  Dr. Nicol expressed that this is a very rapidly changing situation and the 
updates to school districts are frequent. 

ACTION ITEMS 

1. Move that the Board of Education approve the Ellington High School Performing 
Ensembles field trip to the CMEA All-State Festival and In-Service Convention in 
Hartford, CT  from April 2, 2020 - April 4, 2020, subject to conditions as outlined 
in Board Policy #6153. 

1st.  K. Picard-Wambolt 2nd.  M. Kupferschmid 

VOTE: Unanimous.  The motion passed. 

2. Move that upon the recommendation of the Policy Committee, the Board of 
Education hold a second and final vote to adopt the Ellington Public Schools 
Proposed Policy 5145.123 - Use of Metal Detectors, as presented. 
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1st.  K. Picard-Wambolt 2nd.  J. Dzen 

VOTE: Unanimous.  The motion passed. 

3. Move that the Board of Education formally adopt the district calendar for the 
2020-2021 school year as presented by the administration. 
 
1st.  J. Mullin 2nd.  J. Dzen 

VOTE: Unanimous.  The motion passed. 

4. Move that upon the recommendation of the Operations Committee, the Board of 
Education hold a first vote to approve the Robert Tedford memorial plaque 
resolution. 

1st.  K. Socha 2nd.  L. Nord 

VOTE: Unanimous.  The motion passed. 

A motion was made to adjourn the meeting at 9:37 p.m. 

1st.  K. Picard-Wambolt 2nd.  K. Socha 

VOTE: Unanimous.  The motion passed. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Kris Picard-Wambolt  

Secretary  

 


