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Board of Education 

Ellington, Connecticut 

May 3, 2017 

A special meeting of the Ellington Board of Education was held on Wednesday, May 3, 
2017, in the Ellington High School Library/Media Center. 

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Mr. Keune, Chairperson. 

Present were: Messrs. Blanchette, Keune, McNamar and Young; Mesdames Foster, 
Kiff-Judson and Picard-Wambolt; Dr. Scott Nicol, Superintendent of Schools;  Dr. Erin 
McGurk, Director of Educational Services; Dr. Kristy LaPorte, Director of Special 
Services; Mrs. Melissa Haberern, Special Education Supervisor; Mrs. Michele Cirillo, 
Curriculum Supervisor; Mrs. Liz Cole, Curriculum Supervisor; and Mr. John Collins, 
Director of Technology. 

Also attending were Mr. David Pearson, Principal, Ellington Middle School; Mr. Neil 
Rinaldi, Principal, Ellington High School; Mr. Mark Wursthorn, Assistant Principal, 
Ellington High School; Mrs. Trudie Luck Roberts, Principal, Center School; Mr. Michael 
Larkin, Principal, Crystal Lake School; and Mr. David Welch, Principal, Windermere 
School.         

Brainstorming Session 

Mr. Keune thanked the Board members, teachers, administrators, parents and students 
for their participation and interest in the topic. Dr. Nicol welcomed the group as well.   
Dr. Nicol explained the format of a Board workshop/brainstorming meeting and advised 
the parents that were in the audience that they were welcome to observe the 
discussion. He invited parents with additional questions, concerns or a desire for more 
information to attend the Superintendent Parent Advisory meeting scheduled for May 9 
at 6:00 p.m. at Ellington High School. Dr. Nicol introduced Dr. McGurk, Director of 
Educational Services, and thanked her for facilitating the session. 

Dr. McGurk had the students and staff who were part of the panel presentation 
introduce themselves. Teachers representing a number of schools, grade levels and 
content areas participated in the panel alongside students from the middle school and 
high school. Mr. McNamar posed a number of questions to the panel so that Board 
members could hear more about Mastery Based Learning from both teacher and  
student perspectives. Board members also posed questions to the panel. 

Following the panel presentation, the teachers and some of the students joined table 
groups for further discussion with Board members. Dr. McGurk shared a handout, “Ten 
Principles of Mastery Based Learning”. She provided an update to the Board on some 
of the work that has been done since the last Board of Education brainstorming session 
on the four district areas of focus last September. This included work on the Vision of  
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the Graduate, identification of department level content area standards, and the creation 
of the MBL District Leadership Team. 

Mrs. Cole, Curriculum Supervisor, shared a sample of student feedback that illustrates 
how mastery-based, detailed grading practices help teachers and students identify 
areas of strength and areas for growth for students. She described how teachers might 
differentiate instruction based on the information derived from breaking a student 
assessment into standards-aligned sections. 

Dr. McGurk shared a handout on college applications and admissions processes. She 
clarified for the Board that there is no plan to move away from alpha or numeric grades 
at the high school in the immediate future, and described some of the challenges, 
including ensuring student access to merit-based/GPA based scholarships. 

She concluded the presentation with a description of next steps for district work, which 
include: 

 Continued refinement of content area and cross-curricular standards. 

 Developing a professional learning plan for MBL to ensure consistent practices 
(including orientation of new teachers). 

 Developing a plan to communicate more effectively to parents and the broader 
community. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:14 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

TKJ/ekm     Tracey-Kiff Judson 

Vice-Chair 

 

 
 


