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Board of Education 

Ellington, Connecticut 

 

June 11, 2019 

 

A special meeting of the Ellington Board of Education was held on Tuesday, June 11, 
2019 in the Board of Education Conference Room in the School Administration Building. 

Present were: Mr.  Blanchette, Purcaro and Young; Ms. Kiff-Judson, Dzen, Foster, 
Nord, Socha, Kupferschmid and Picard-Wambolt; Dr. Scott Nicol, Superintendent of 
Schools and Mr. Brian Greenleaf, Director of Finance and Operations.  

Also present were guests Gregg Smolley and John Tindall-Gibson from DRA Architects. 

The meeting was called to order at 5:38 p.m. by Tracey Kiff-Judson. 

Agenda Items: 

1. Continued Discussion of Facilities Study 
 
Mr. Greenleaf recapped the process to date including special Board meetings, 
public workshops and facilities study meetings held.  He reminded the Board that 
they had come to consensus and voted unanimously on the following: 
 
“The board acknowledges that student enrollment over next five to ten years will 
likely increase based upon two demographic studies. Increasing enrollment, 
coupled with the aging infrastructure, will result in the need to undertake building 
project(s).”   
 
The Board was provided a draft of the full facilities study.  A few suggestions 
were made and questions asked but the Board and administration agreed that 
the full report would be considered to be accepted at the July Board meeting.  All 
agreed that Board members would have the opportunity to provide feedback to 
Brian Greenleaf on possible changes to ensure the final report conveyed as 
accurate and clear message to the public as possible. 
 
The Board continued to discuss the varied construction concepts to date but 
agreed that much more work needed to be done.  However, the Board did come 
to consensus regarding Windermere Elementary School. 

Dr. Young exited the meeting at 6:15 p.m.  Ms. Kupferschmid exited the meeting at 6:23 
p.m. 
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A motion was made that in recognition of the aging condition of the Windermere 
facility and the anticipated capital investment required in the short-term, the 
Board of Education hereby instructs the administration to begin activities required 
for the submission of New Construction or Renovate as new project grant for 
Windermere School by July 1, 2021.  Such activities may include, but are not 
limited to, programming, preparation of Educational Specifications, and a formal 
cost estimate, provided all final documentation shall be brought to the Board of 
Education for approval. 

  1st. J. Foster   2nd. M. Purcaro 

VOTE:  Unanimous. The motion passed. 

A motion was made to adjourn the meeting at 6:41 p.m.  

  1st.  J. Foster   2nd. L. Nord 

VOTE: Unanimous.  The motion passed. 

       Respectfully submitted,  

 

       Kris Picard-Wambolt 
       Secretary 


