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Board of Education 

Ellington, CT 

April 29, 2020 

A special teleconference meeting of the Ellington Board of Education was held on Wednesday, 
April 29, 2020. 

Present were Mr. Purcaro, Blanchette and Young; Ms. Kupferschmid, Dzen, Socha, 
Nord, Underwood, Picard-Wambolt and Mullin.  

Administration in attendance were Dr. Scott Nicol, Superintendent of Schools, Mr. John 
Collins, Director of Technology, Mr. Brian Greenleaf, Director of Finance and 
Operations, Mr. Brian Hendrickson, Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum and 
Development and Dr. Kristy LaPorte, Director of Special Services. 

Also in attendance:  Ms. Jennifer Brown, Executive Assistant to the 
Superintendent/Human Resources Coordinator, Mr. Frederick Dorsey, Attorney for the 
Board, Ms. Sara Varga, Teacher at Windermere School, Mr. Jeffrey Wyszynski, Tecton 
Architects and Mr. Edward Widofsky, Tecton Architects. 

The meeting was called to order at 3:30 p.m. by Ms. Liz Nord, Treasurer. 

I. Citizen and Staff Forum 

Ms. Sara Varga, 45 Highland Avenue in Ellington, spoke as the chairperson of 
Supporters for Ellington Public Schools. This group is comprised of citizens who 
are working together in support of the Windermere Building Project.  Members of 
the group have attended the last two operations committee meetings.  They 
agree with the committee's recommendations to delay the referendum vote, there 
are simply too many unknowns and variables during these unprecedented times. 
They do look forward to supporting this project in the future. 

II. Continued Discussion of Windermere Building Project  

Dr. Nicol started the conversation by thanking Operations Chair Socha and the 
committee for their work on this.  He offered two options to communicate an 
update to the town, postcard or an article in the Ellington Newsletter. 
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Operations Chair Socha expressed that she would love to see a new 
Windermere however it is more important at this time to be fiscally responsible 
and with these uncertain times, with so many families struggling, we need to 
think of them.  She recommended utilizing the Ellington Newsletter as the 
method of communication as it will be less expensive than mailing postcards. 

Mr. Purcaro opened the floor for comments or questions from other Board 
members. 

Dr. Young added that the delay in the referendum, from the perspective of 
curriculum since we are still unsure how the pandemic will affect our delivery of 
curriculum, will give us time to determine what future classrooms should look like. 
We do not yet know the impact on how we will deliver distance learning and 
technology needs in the classroom, we want to build the school for what we will 
need going forward. 

Ms. Nord echoed Ms. Socha’s sentiments about utilizing the newsletter to save 
costs from sending out postcards, she thinks it is important to take this vote off 
the tax players plate.  Many Board members agreed with delaying the 
referendum. 

Dr. Nicol stated that if there is any inclination to postpone the referendum to the 
fall, then a decision will need to be made in the next few weeks as the application 
deadline to the state is June 30, 2020.  He will draft the communication for the 
Ellington Newsletter announcing the delay in the vote and will work with Jenn 
Mullin, Communications Chair,  on submitting the communication. 

A motion was made that upon the recommendation of the Operations Committee, 
the Board of Education reaffirms its commitment to the Windermere project, but 
recommends delaying the referendum originally planned for Spring 2020 and to 
continue discussions about a future referendum date in cooperation with the 
Town Board of Selectmen and Board of Finance.   

1st. M. Young 2nd. J. Dzen 

VOTE:  Unanimous.  The motion pass. 

III. Discussion and possible action upon legal issues of collective bargaining impacts 
and obligations from potential staffing changes, and strategy for implementing 
the same. 
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A motion was made to enter Executive Session to discuss matters which would result 
in the disclosure of public records or the information contained therein described in 
subsection (b) of section 1-210, including, but not limited to, subsections (b) (2), (4) 
and (10), and to invite the following people to attend: 

1. Dr. Scott Nicol. Superintendent 
2. Fred Dorsey, Board Counsel 
3. Brian Hendrickson, Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum and 

Development 
4. Brian Greenleaf, Director of Finance and Operations  
5. Jennifer Brown, Executive Assistant to the Superintendent/HR Coordinator 

 
1st. K. Picard-Wambolt 2nd. J. Dzen 

VOTE: Unanimous: The motion passed.  

The Board entered into Executive Session at 6:33 p.m. 

The Board came out of Executive Session at 8:12 p.m. 

A motion to adjourn was made at 8:12 p.m. 

 1st. M. Young   2nd. M. Kupferschmid 

VOTE: Unanimous: The motion passed. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Kris Picard-Wambolt 
Secretary 


