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Dear Parents and Guardians, 

 

Welcome to May! 

 

 I’m John Guidry, and this is my first letter to the Ellington High School community.  I feel very fortunate to have this bonus 

time with the students, staff, and parents of EHS before my “official” start date as the permanent Principal on July 1, and I have 

truly enjoyed my first seven days as an Ellington High School Knight. 

  

I have three (nearly grown) kids of my own, and my wife and I make our home in West Hartford with a yippy dog, a mouthy 

cat, and way too many squirrels for my liking.  My background is in science, engineering, and law, and, before becoming a 

high school teacher, I was a practicing engineer, attorney, and Chief Legal Officer for a multinational corporation. I taught 

Earth Science and Physics for several years at Conard High School in West Hartford, followed by a move into administration 

at Hall High School, also in West Hartford. Additionally, over the past two years I have served as Program Administrator 

(Principal) for REACH, West Hartford’s alternative high school. 

  

Ellington Public Schools has well-thought-out goals / mission and a comprehensive set of useful values--I don’t need to 

amplify or repeat those here. But there are a few foundational elements of my personal vision for a high-performing high 

school that are probably worth sharing: 

 Rigor: I want EHS curriculum, teachers, and programming to challenge our students, helping them to grow 

intellectually, physically, emotionally, and socially. 

 Balance: High school should be an experience that ideally combines academics, the arts, physical development, and 

social-emotional development--and as part of building a healthy lifestyle for themselves, I think that our students need 

enough down time to accommodate the growth that they are experiencing. 

 Advocacy and authenticity: Students should become increasingly capable of expressing / advocating for themselves, 

participating in their community, and sharing their unique talents and emerging perspectives on life. 

 Safety: I see EHS as a community where differences and diversity are not merely tolerated, but are welcomed as part 

of a rich and vibrant community.  Physical, cultural, and relational safety should be a “given” here, and all 

stakeholders need to contribute toward this shared value. 

 Teachers: The “magic” of learning in high school predominately happens in the teachers’ learning environments 

(classrooms, shops, athletic fields, studios, rehearsal spaces, etc.).  One of the most important parts of my job is to 

support, encourage, and equip teachers--to knock obstacles out of their way and to help them make as much “magic” 

as possible.  I look forward to that role, and I take it very seriously. 

  

These are the foundations that I want to help maintain for the Ellington High School community.  To make this happen, EHS 

needs input and involvement from parents, teachers, students, and other members of the community, and I’m excited about 

doing this work with all of you.  Please don’t hesitate to reach out to me if you have any questions, concerns, or ideas that you 

would like to share. 

  

Warm regards, 

 

John R. Guidry, J.D. 

Interim / Incoming Principal 

 

CONNECTICUT HISTORY DAY 

On Saturday, April 28, seventeen American Studies students competed at Central Connecticut State University in the statewide 

Connecticut History Day contest.  Emma Babiec, Rebecca Beaulieu, Anthony Chamberlin, Elizabeth Champeau, Leah 

Diwinsky, Colin Garrow, Emma Grous, Jonathon Greika, Elizabeth Gresh, Mitchell LaForge, Tyler LaForge, Raegan 

Olson, Gianna Oren, Alexander Slotter, Samuel Wan, Noah Welti, and Matthew Wrona represented themselves and our 

high school community beautifully.  We are so proud of all of their hard work and dedication! 

 

The following students’ work was recognized from among 104 senior-level projects. 

3rd place – Senior Group Performance – Emma Babiec and Rebecca Beaulieu - "Rights vs. Research: The 1981 Silver 

Springs Monkey Case that Launched PETA" 



2nd place – Senior Group Website – Anthony Chamberlin, Alexander Slotter, and Samuel Wan - "The Magna Carta: The 

Compact from the Struggle Against Tyranny" 

 

 By virtue of their 2nd place finish, Anthony, Alexander, and Samuel have qualified to attend the National History Day 

competition from June 10 until June 14 at the University of Maryland, College Park! 

 

Please join us in congratulating all of them for their impressive work. 

 

ELLINGTON STUDENTS WIN AWARDS ON THE NATIONAL LATIN EXAM 

In early March, 46 EHS Latin students joined over 150,000 others from all 50 states and several other countries in taking the 

2018 National Latin Exam. Awards are given according to the student’s score on the exam, and awards include: cum laude, 

with honors; magna cum laude, with great honors; maxima cum laude, with very great honors which comes with a silver 

medal; and finally, summa cum laude, with highest honors, which comes with a gold medal. Congratulations to the following 

ten students who are receiving awards this year: 

 

 AP Latin:   Daniel Meaney, cum laude 

    (Dan also placed in Latin 3) 

   Tin Nguyen, cum laude 
    (Tin also placed in Latin 2) 

 

Latin III:  Katelin Berube, magna cum laude 

   Hannah Boudreau, magna cum laude 
    (Hannah also placed in both Latin I and 2) 

   Reily Siegel, magna cum laude 
 

Latin II:   Colton Falletti, magna cum laude 

    (Colton also placed in Latin 1) 

   Spencer Segal, magna cum laude 

   Steven Villanova, maxima cum laude SILVER MEDALIST 

    (Steven also placed in Latin 1) 

 

Latin I:   Rylee Schultze, cum laude 

   Mitchell Whelan, cum laude 

 

OUTSTANDING ARTS AWARDS RECIPIENTS HONORED AT CAS BANQUET 

Lia Guerette and Tessa Webb were two of 292 top Connecticut seniors who excel in the arts that were honored at the 

Connecticut Association of Schools (CAS) High School Outstanding Arts Awards Banquet held on April 3rd at the Aqua Turf 

in Southington. The CAS Outstanding Arts Awards Banquet annually recognizes two seniors in each member high school for 

their outstanding ability in the performing or visual arts. The students are selected by their school to receive this honor. The 

banquet, with over 1,400 in attendance, is sponsored by Jostens and Horace Mann. This year’s emcee was Tim Lammers of 

Fox 61 and the Keynote Speaker was Jimmy Greene, Grammy Award nominated Saxophonist and Co-coordinator of Jazz 

Studies and Associated Professor of Music at Western Connecticut State University. Congratulations, Lia and Tessa! 

       

YEARBOOK NEWS 

The 2018 Ellington High School yearbook is on sale now for 75.00. To order: go to www.jostensyearbooks.com and enter the 

information for Ellington High School in the banner at the top of the page. On the next page, click "order 2018 yearbook" and 

follow the links. Please note that we have ordered a set amount of yearbooks, so please place your order soon!  If you have any 

questions, please contact Mr. Johnston at cjohnston@ellingtonschools.net. 

 

CLASS OF 2018 NEWS 

Students should pay their class dues as soon as possible. If they are not sure how much they owe they should speak with Mr. 

Gardiner. Class Day will be held on Wednesday, May 23 at The Village at Boulder Ridge in Barkhamsted. Students must 

return their permission slips in order to attend the trip. Class Night will be held at EHS on Thursday, May 31. The class dues 

will help cover these events as well as the cap and gown for graduation. 

 

SPRING PLANT SALE 

The Ellington High School Gardening Club will be opening up the greenhouse for their spring plant sale starting May 7th - 

May 25th or until the greenhouse is empty, most days from 2:15 pm -3:30 pm.  If you have any questions please contact Mr. 

Gurnon at rgurnon@ellingtonschools.net or 860.896.2352 ext. 249.  The plants cost are $13.00 for hanging baskets and $4.00 

for an assortment of potted plants (geraniums, angleface, supertunias, verbena, superbells and a few others).  Don't forget 

Mother's Day is May 13th. 
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CLASS OF 2021 ICE CREAM FUNDRAISER 

The Class of 2021 is pleased to announce a Kloter Farms Ice Cream Barn fundraiser to be held on Thursday, June 14 from 7:00 

pm – 9:00 pm. Mention the EHS Class of 2021 fundraiser at the time of purchase and 20% of revenue will be donated to the 

Class of 2021. 

 

EHS SPIRIT BLANKETS 

Back by popular demand! The EHS Student Council is now pre-selling the “Ellington Knights” spirit blankets for the  2018-

2019 academic year! Representing our school colors, purple and gold, these blankets are BIG - 60“ by 80” and made of a 

machine-washable NUBAY lite plush material.  They can be used for viewing your 

favorite EHS outside and inside sports games, cuddling up for binge watching, or as a great 

birthday present or holiday gift.   In addition, they will be an awesome dorm room gift for 

your 2019 graduate student! 

 

We offer these spirit blankets to you this year for $45.00. If you would like to pre-order a 

blanket, please send payment in with your student(s).  Checks may be made out to “EHS 

Student Activity Fund”.  Parents who may want to give the blanket as a gift may either 

drop off or mail the payment to the high school.  Please indicate that the purchase is a gift 

and the student's name.  Distribution of these orders will go directly to the purchaser, not the student. 

 

Blankets will only be sold through this process; however, posters will be hung throughout the high school so students will be 

reminded of the sale.  Once there are 100 pre-order payments by June 15, Student Council will place the order for the blankets 

for September, 2018 pick-up. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Mr. David Helmin, Student Council Faculty 

Advisor: dhelmin@ellingtonschools.net or 860.896.2352 ext.308. 

 

VAPING 101 

Parents, do you feel in the dark about e-cigarettes? Vaping is on the rise with our youth. Join us on middle school dance night, 

Friday, May 4th at 7:00 pm for “Vaping 101: What Parents Need to Know About E-cigarettes.” Dana A. Cavallo, Ph.D. from 

Yale University and Research Assistant Alissa Goldberg, MSW will explain about e-cigarettes and the dangers. They will also 

have some e-cigarettes on hand to explain how they work. In addition, we will have Ellington’s school resource officer on 

hand for a local look. The event will take place in the middle school library at 46 Middle Butcher Road. It is suggested that 

participants park next door at the church for easier access during the dance. Please email dstauffer@ellington-ct.gov or call 

Youth Services at 860.870.3130 to reserve your spot. 

 

GUIDANCE NEWS 

UConn Early College Experience (ECE) 

Students enrolled in an ECE course for next school year must follow a multi step process with the University of Connecticut in 

order to officially apply to be a UConn student and enroll in an ECE course.  Students have been give information regarding 

the procedures which need to be followed.  Students must apply by June 1st and enroll by June 29th.  In order to begin the 

application process, students must have a completed and signed consent form. Students were encouraged to visit the following 

web sites http://ece.uconn.edu  or http://ece.uconn.edu/students/apply-enroll for a complete overview of the process and / or 

contact Mrs. Markowski in the EHS guidance office. 

 

SAT 

The next SAT registration date for the 2017-2018 school year is Saturday, June 2nd.  The registration deadline is May 3rd.  

Students can register on line at www.collegeboard.org  or students can pick up registration material in the guidance office. The 

fee for the SAT is $60.00. Students are reminded to include our CEEB code which is 070643 and list their four free score 

reports on the registration material.   

 

ACT 

The next ACT registration date for the 2017-2018 school year is Saturday, June 9th.  The registration deadline is May 4th.  

Students interested in taking the ACTs can register on line at www.actstudent.org or students can pick up registration material 

in the guidance office. Basic registration fee is $59.50 with writing and $43.50 without.  Students are reminded to include our 

CEEB code which is 070643.   

 

Summer Opportunities 

Students and Parents: Please take a look at the EHS website for a list of summer opportunities. Many of the deadlines are 

quickly approaching. If you have any questions, please contact Mrs. Moeller in guidance at 860.896.2352 ext. 216 or e-mail 

jmoeller@ellingtonschools.net. 

 

 

 

 

 



Test Day Tips 

If your student is planning on taking the SAT, SAT Subject Test, or ACT this spring, he/she probably has pre-test jitters. We 

encourage your student to visit the following web sites for helpful test day testing tips.  They are 

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/taking-the-test/test-day-checklist and http://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-

and-services/the-act/test-day.html 

 

SAFE GRADUATION COMMITTEE 

Graduation has been scheduled for Friday, June 22nd.  Plans for the all-night substance free grad party at Nomad's Adventure 

Quest are underway.  There will be continuous music, games, activities, food and amazing prizes all night long!  Contribution 

letters and a sign-up form for this year's party have been mailed home to parents of seniors.  Every senior MUST complete and 

mail in the sign-up form to attend the party.  PARENTS - Please encourage your senior to attend.  Our goal is to have 100% of 

our graduating class there.  Contributions and sign-up sheets can be mailed to Ellington Safe Graduation Committee, P.O. Box 

377, Ellington, CT  06029 or dropped off in our mailbox in the main office of the high school.  Extra forms are also available 

in the main office. 

 

Chaperones for the all-night party are needed!  Parents with students in ANY grade are welcome and encouraged to help!  

Shifts from 10:00 pm - 5:00 am are available.  Please contact Julie Bartlett at julbartlett@comcast.net or Deb Rosa at 

debrosa763@gmail.com   

 

Our "Congratulations Class of 2018" Lawn Signs are available for $20.  If you'd like to purchase a sign, please make your 

check payable to Ellington Ad Hoc Graduation Fund and mail it to our address above.  If you have any questions regarding the 

signs, please contact Carol Baker at Carolbknits@comcast.net. 

 

FALL SPORTS SIGN-UPS 

If your son or daughter is interested in playing a fall sport at the high school the time to sign-up is now!  Have your student 

follow this link: http://www.ellingtonpublicschools.org/schools/ellington-high-school/student-life/athletics and click on “Fall 

Sign-Ups”.   The form should be submitted even if the student is undecided about joining a team as he/she can always 

withdraw later. Please sign-up by the end of the school year. 

 

No student will be allowed to participate in EHS sports without an up-to-date physical form and a sports permission form on 

file.  The online permission form is emailed directly to the parent email on file with the school.   If you have any questions, 

please contact EHS Athletic Director Tim McCluskey at tmccluskey@ellingtonschools.net or 860.896.2352 ext. 140. 

 

NONDISCRIMINATION NOTICE 

The Ellington Board of Education does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religious creed, ancestry, marital status, 

gender identity or expression, genetic information, national/ethnic origin, age, sex, sexual orientation, or disability including, 

but not limited to, intellectual disability: past or present history of mental disorder, past or present history of physical disability, 

past or present history of learning disability in its programs, activities, and employment practices as set forth in compliance 

with the Office of Civil Rights, Title VI, Title IX, and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act. Any person having inquiries 

concerning the Ellington Public Schools’ compliance with Title VI, Title IX and Section 504, should contact Dr. Kristy 

LaPorte, Director of Special Services at the Ellington Public Schools, P. O. Box 179, 47 Main Street, Ellington, CT 06029 or 

(860) 896-2300. 
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Do you feel in the dark  

about e-cigarettes? 

 

Join us and learn from Dana Cavallo, Ph.D. of Yale 

about the newest trends and dangers of e-cigarettes. 

Friday May 4, 2018  

(Same time as the school dance, 

park at church next door) 

7:00 to 8:30 pm 

Ellington Middle School Library 

46 Middle Butcher Road  

Email dstauffer@ellington-ct-gov 

or call 860-870-3130 to sign up    

—Refreshments— 

FREE! 

 

Dana A. Cavallo, 

Ph.D. is an Assistant 

Professor of        

Psychology and    

Licensed Clinical   

Psychologist at Yale 

University. She is 

also the Project 

Ellington Youth Services and Ellington Middle School invite you to... 

Director of the Tobacco Research in Youth 

Group. She will be joined by Yale Research          

Assistant Alissa Goldberg, MSW. They will 

show us actual vaping paraphernalia and will 

update us on how our youth is using them, 

and the health risks involved. 


