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FROM THE PRINCIPAL
December 5, 2019

Dear Ellington High School (EHS) Students:
Welcome to the 2020-2021 EHS Program of Studies. I am extremely proud of the array of courses
that we are offering to meet the individual needs, abilities, and interests of all students. Included in
this document are course descriptions, policy guidelines, graduation requirements, grading
information, etc.
I am sure you realize that planning is an important part of a successful high school
experience--there are many pathways to learning that you can choose at EHS, and, at times, the
number of alternatives might feel overwhelming. The best way to handle this situation is to inform
yourself of all the options and then leverage the expertise of those around you. Therefore, I
encourage you to: 1) think carefully about your post-graduate aspirations, 2) thoroughly review this
booklet, and then 3) discuss your options (both short term and long term) with your parents,
teachers, and school counselor to determine which courses will best put you in a position to meet
your goals. A word of advice: Don’t be afraid to challenge yourself--EHS’ core values and beliefs
include high expectations, and students who are willing to push themselves to work hard in the
classroom and to take rigorous courses will be better prepared for any educational, career, or life
choice they pursue after graduation.
Finally, your high school experience should not only be about academic courses. I strongly
recommend that you take advantage of the numerous technical, artistic, business, and life-skill
course offerings at EHS. These courses help to expand your interests, build upon your current
strengths, uncover new abilities, and help you to develop socially.
My hope is that you will use this booklet and all the other resources available to take full advantage
of the wonderful opportunities at Ellington High School. Our goal is to ensure that, as you walk
across the stage one fine June day to receive your EHS diploma, you will be confident that you have
developed the knowledge and skills necessary to face the challenges and changes that your future
holds.
Sincerely,

John R. Guidry, J.D.
Principal
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PREFACE
The Program of Studies is designed to be in harmony with Board policy. Please be aware that the
Program of Studies is updated yearly, while policy adoption and revision may occur throughout the year.
Material contained herein may be superseded by new or revised Board policies, administrative
regulations, or negotiated agreements. Any information contained in this Program of Studies is subject to
unilateral revision or elimination without notice. Changes in policy that affect portions of this Program of
Studies will be made available to students and parents through newsletters, web pages, and other
communications.

Parents requesting further information on any courses described in this brochure
are urged to contact the Director of Guidance.
Guidance Office – 860.896.2357, EHS Main Office – 860.896.2352
EHS web site – www.ellingtonpublicschools.org/HighSchool/home.htm
CEEB #070643

ACCREDITATION STATEMENT
Ellington High School is accredited by the New England Association of Schools and Colleges,
Inc., a non-governmental, nationally recognized organization whose affiliated institutions
include elementary schools through collegiate institutions offering post-graduate instruction.
Accreditation of an institution by the New England Association indicates that it meets or
exceeds criteria for the assessment of institutional quality periodically applied through a peer
group review process. An accredited school or college is one which has available the necessary
resources to achieve its stated purposes through appropriate educational programs, is
substantially doing so, and gives reasonable evidence that it will continue to do so in the future.
Institutional integrity is also addressed through accreditation.
Accreditation by the New England Association is not partial but applies to the institution as a
whole. As such, it is not a guarantee of quality of every course or program offered, or the
competence of individual graduates. Rather, it provides reasonable assurance about the quality
of opportunities available to students who attend the institution.
Inquiries regarding the status of an institution's accreditation by the New England Association
should be directed to the administrative staff of the school or college. Individuals may also
contact the Association:
New England Association of Schools and Colleges
3 Burlington Woods Drive, Suite 100
Burlington, MA 01803
781.425.7700
www.neasc.org
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GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
Credit Requirements for the Graduating Classes of 2021 & 2022
Cluster

Dept.

Course Requirements

Cluster 1: Science and Math
(6 credits required)

Science

Biology 1

1.0

Additional Science Courses

2.0

Math

Any math course
(taken at HS)

3.0

English

English I
English II

1.0
1.0

Additional English Courses

2.0

US History
Civics

1.0
0.5

Social Studies Electives

1.5

Fine Arts

Any combination of Art,
Music or Theater courses

1.0

World
Languages

Any course offered in Latin,
Spanish, or French
(taken at HS)

1.0

Additional Humanities Course taken as an
elective from the Humanities cluster.

1.0

Computer Applications or Personal Finance

0.5

Cluster 2: Humanities
(10 credits required)

Social
Studies

Cluster 3: Career & College
Readiness
(1 credit required)

Class of 2021, & 2022
(25 total credits)

Any course from Business, FCS,
Technology Education
0.5

Cluster 4: Health & Wellness
(1.5 credit required)

Health & Wellness
Physical Education I
Physical Education II

0.5
0.5
0.5

Elective Courses

Any additional coursework taken as an
elective credit or listed as an elective credit

5.5

Portfolio/Capstone

Completion of the portfolio project
requirement

1.0
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Credit Requirements for the Graduating Classes of 2023 & beyond
Cluster

Dept.

Course Requirements

Cluster 1: Science, Math &
Technology
(9 credits required)

Science

Biology
Inquiry & Exploration in Physical Science
Earth & Space Science
Additional Science Courses

1.0
1.0

Any math course
(taken at the HS)

3.0

Math

Any additional Math, Science & Technology courses
Cluster 2: Humanities
(10 credits required)

Class of 2023 &
beyond
(25 total credits)

0.5
0.5

3.0

English

English courses (any combination of full
year and semester courses)

4.0

Social
Studies

US History
Civics

1.0
0.5

Fine Arts

Any combination of Art, Music or Theater
courses

1.0

World
Languages

Any World Language course (taken at the
HS)

1.0

Any additional Humanities courses

2.5

Cluster 3: Health & Wellness
(2.0 credit required)

Health & Safety
Physical Education & Wellness

1.0
1.0

Elective Courses
(3.0)

Any additional coursework

3.0

Portfolio/Capstone Project
(1.0)

Completion of the portfolio or capstone project
requirement

1.0

Graduation Requirements - Additional Information
In order to graduate from Ellington High School students must adhere to the graduation
requirements prescribed in the Ellington Board of Education policy (6146), which is available on
the district website.
In order to meet the expected credit requirements, students must be enrolled in 6 courses per
semester. Students enrolled in an AP/ECE Course with additional lab time must be enrolled in no
less than 5 courses per semester.
Students with fewer than the required number of credits or students who have not satisfactorily
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completed their academic requirements will not be allowed to participate in the graduation
ceremony. Students who have accumulated five or more out-of-school suspensions in their senior
year may be excluded from the graduation ceremony.
Beginning with the class of 2020, credit for Algebra I, Spanish I and French I will be awarded for
successful completion of these courses at Ellington Middle School.

Based on Graduation Policy (P6146) adopted: Jan. 30, 2019
ELLINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS Ellington, Connecticut

MEETING THE DISTRICT PERFORMANCE STANDARD FOR GRADUATION
In order to graduate students must meet the following academic expectations:
Student Portfolio
Each graduate must submit a Student Portfolio. The portfolio will serve as a comprehensive
assessment of student achievement. All students will be assigned an advisor who will assist them in
navigating through the planning, organization, construction and presentation of the completed
portfolio.
Special Education Considerations
The portfolio requirement will be checked by the student, the student’s case manager and his/her
advisor using the Student Portfolio Checklist or a modified checklist that is determined by the
Planning and Placement Team based on student need.
Transfer Student Considerations
Students from out of state, who transfer ino Ellington High School at the beginning of their junior
year or later, may satisfy the graduation performance requirement by meeting a comparable
standard of performance on the state required test in their originating state. If they have not met the
standard, or if no mandated test in their originating state was administered, they will need meet the
district’s options for attaining the performance standard provided in these administrative
regulations. This requirement also applies to private school students who transfer into Ellington
High School.
Based on Administrative Regulations for Policy 6146

PROMOTION
Regular class attendance and participation in instructional activities is considered vital to students
meeting the school system’s academic standards. It is expected that a student will be in school every
day as defined in the Board of Education’s attendance policy. High school students not in
compliance with the attendance policy risk loss of credit for excessive absences or class cuts.
The following guidelines are to be used in conjunction with state law as a reference by staff in
considering students for promotion/retention.
For class promotion - 25 total credits
Credits needed to become a sophomore
Credits needed to become a junior
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6
12

Credits needed to become a senior
Credits needed to graduate

18
25

Any student who does not accumulate the required credits by the end of the school year will not be
promoted to the next class as indicated in the chart above. These students will not be allowed to
participate in any activities or events associated with the next sequential class. Once they achieve
the necessary credits for promotion, they will be considered a member of that class as indicated in
the chart above.
The final Course Selection Sheet must be signed by a parent and returned to Guidance prior to the
last day of the scheduling period.. Students and parents are encouraged to review the list of courses
selected. Students should see their school counselor if they believe that there are errors in the
courses selected. All issues regarding scheduling must be resolved NO LATER THAN the last
day of school in June. Finalized schedules will be available to upperclassmen in late August.
Freshmen will receive their schedules during orientation in August. Be careful of your selection of
courses as your choice at this time will determine the number of sections to be offered, the number
of teachers, and the placement of a course in the master schedule.
Credits
One credit is awarded for a class that meets throughout the entire school year. A half credit is
awarded for classes that meet throughout a semester. Only courses taken in grades 9-12 inclusive
shall satisfy graduation requirements, except that students may be granted credit for the successful
completion of coursework at Ellington Middle School and/or institutions accredited regionally or by
the Connecticut Department of Higher Education. In these instances, one three-credit semester
course, or its equivalent, shall equal one-half (.5) credit. For seniors unable to fulfill their
requirements within the normal structure of the school day, Ellington High School may accept
coursework equivalent to one high school credit from an alternate educational program
pre-approved by the administration. For example, EHS will award one-half credit (.5) for each
credit granted by Vernon Regional Adult Based Education. We will accept up to one transfer credit
to be applied toward an EHS diploma. Seniors who do not fulfill graduation requirements by the
end of the summer but complete the graduation requirements in the following school year will be
considered graduates of the next graduating class.
EARLY GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
Any student who wishes to complete all requirements for graduation in fewer than eight semesters
must apply for early graduation approval. All of the following requirements and criteria must be
met in order to be considered for early graduation:
1. All application forms for early graduation must be completed by the end of five semesters
for students who plan to graduate after six semesters
2. All application forms for early graduation must be completed by the end of six semesters
for students who plan to graduate after seven semesters
A student requesting to graduate early must submit an early graduation form from his/her school
counselor. Final and official approval must be obtained from the school administrator. Academic
accomplishments, college placement, financial plans, job placement and maturity of the student will
be taken into consideration in making decisions concerning requests for early graduation.
CLASS RANK AND COURSE/LEVEL WEIGHTING
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Class rank is an important consideration in the admission policies of some colleges and universities.
All students are ranked using a weighted system. Seniors will be ranked fifteen days prior to the
last day of school to determine valedictorian, salutatorian, and the class scholars (top 5% of
graduating class).
Student grades for all subjects given whole or fractional credit will be used in computing class rank.
All courses are assigned a level: AP/ECE, Honors, or College Prep. A student’s grade will be
multiplied by an assigned point value multiplier and then averaged to determine class rank. This
Program of Studies identifies the level of difficulty for each course. Each level is assigned a quality
point multiplier, as displayed below:
AP/ECE. . . . 1.2
Honors… . . .1.1
College Prep 1.0
The only courses not utilized when computing class rank will be those courses taken on a pass/fail
basis, independent study grades, online coursework, grades from the Hartford Academy of
Performing Arts, summer school grades, transfer credits, after school and evening courses, and high
school partnership grades.
When the ranking procedure produces a tie, students who are tied are given the same rank number.
The next student below a tied group is given the number he/she would have received had there been
no tie.
Grades of students who change levels in a class will be weighted in the new class according to the
values used in computing the GPA. Also, when a student changes from one level to another, the
multiplier for the latest level class will be used to determine the incoming grade.
When students transfer into Ellington High School from another school, their rank is determined in
the same manner in which Ellington High School student is ranked. When a question regarding the
level of a course occurs, the EHS school counselor will contact the sending school to determine
which level at Ellington High School would correspond to the course. The first year the student is at
Ellington High School, the student will not be included with the regular class rankings. The
student’s average will be computed and incorporated into the class rank at the end of the school
year.
HONOR ROLL
The rules for honor roll eligibility, as listed in the student handbook, apply to all courses. Teachers
follow the same grading procedures for all courses. All grades appear on the students' transcripts
and permanent records.
Honor roll will be based on an average of all numeric grades. A grade below a 77 in any class will
eliminate a student from the honor roll. Students achieve marking period honors as follows:
High Honors: minimum average of 89.50 with no grade lower than an 87
Honors: minimum average of 79.50 with no grade lower than a 77
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ELLINGTON HIGH SCHOOL SPECIAL SERVICES
Ellington High School offers a broad range of services to meet the individual needs of our
students. Students who qualify for special education services may access any of these programs
as determined by the Planning and Placement Team (PPT). Special Education/special services
programs include:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Collaborative consultation with both regular and special services staff teaming together
Full inclusion and modified inclusion programs for students with intellectual
disabilities, autism, multiple disabilities, and other complex special needs
Program for Alternative Learning (PAL)
Students Achieve For Excellence (SAFE)
Multiple Abilities Program (MAP)
Academic support
Organizational support
Career and vocational education
Counseling services
Individualized Educational Plans and Individualized Transition Plans through Planning
and Placement Team Proces
Guidance services
Speech and language services
Occupational therapy services
Physical therapy services
Appropriate medical services

Reading and Writing Instruction Support Course
Students who struggle in reading and/or writing are offered this course to improve their skills in
these areas. Students take this course in addition to an English class, for a Pass/Fail elective
credit. Students are enrolled for a full year (across two semesters) for this course. The Planning
and Placement Team (PPT) will recommend each student to participate in this course based on
need.
Mathematics Instruction Support Course (Algebra I, Algebra 2 and Geometry)
Students who struggle in mathematics are offered this course to improve their skills in this area.
Students take this course in addition to Algebra I, Algebra 2 or Geometry, for a Pass/Fail
elective credit. The course curriculum follows the curriculum of the math course the student is
currently attending. Students are re-taught specific math concepts in the area of need. Students
are enrolled for a full year (across two semesters) for this course.The Planning and Placement
Team (PPT) will recommend each student to participate in this course based on need.
Organizational Support Course
Students who struggle with executive functioning skills and organization are offered this course
to improve in academics and organization. Students participate in this course to learn how to
organize materials, assignments and study skills. The focus is to track, improve or maintain
passing grades while meeting homework, projects and assessment expectations. Students are
enrolled for a full year (across two semesters) for a Pass/Fail elective credit. The Planning and
Placement Team (PPT) will recommend each student to participate in this course based on
need.
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Multiple Ability Program (MAP)
This program provides Daily Living Skills (DLS), vocational opportunities and independent
living skills. Students participate in an array of courses in the regular education environment as
well as self-contained and community instruction in specific areas required by the student’s
Individual Education Plan (IEP). The Planning and Placement Team (PPT) will recommend
each student to participate in this program based on student need.Students accessing this
program often receive a Certificate of Completion at the end of their 12th grade year. They
often move to the Ellington Continuing Life Independence Post Secondary Education
(ECLIPSE) Program.

Program for Alternative Learning (PAL)
This program provides students with behavioral and emotional difficulties a safe space to grow
in academics and social situations. Students may access this program for academic courses,
elective courses or behavior/emotional support. Students may access this program for one
period, full day or as needed. Each student is unique and the Planning and Placement Team
(PPT) will determine the extent of access needed in this program.

Students Achieve For Excellence (SAFE)
This program provides students with anxiety, school phobia, and/or emotional difficulties a safe
space to grow in academics and social situations. Students may access this program for
academic courses, elective courses or emotional support. Students may access this program for
one period, full day or as needed. Each student is unique and the Planning and Placement Team
(PPT) will determine the extent of access needed in this program.

Ellington Continuing Life Independence Post Secondary Education (ECLIPSE)
The Ellington Board of Education ECLIPSE program services students ages (18-21). ECLIPSE
promotes supervised community involvement, functional and applied academics, and the life
skills necessary to prepare students in special education to live, work and function as
independently as possible within their community.
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SCHOOL COUNSELING
School Counseling is a comprehensive program of services designed to respond to the
developmental needs of all students. The program stresses that individuals experience general
stages of personal growth, which define the developmental stages as they mature from
childhood to adulthood.
Counseling programs nurture growth and development in the areas of learning readiness, school
adjustment and school achievement, career development, goal setting, decision-making and
self-fulfillment. Our program is built around the following concepts:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Understanding the school environment
Understanding self and others
Developing decision making and problem solving skills
Developing interpersonal and communication skills
Developing moral and ethical values
Developing school success skills
Developing career awareness and education plans
Developing a sense of community

For freshmen, the emphasis is on orientation to the school, encouraging the fulfillment of
academic potential and helping each student make a positive adjustment to the increased
demands and personal responsibility required at this level. Group counseling sessions are held,
both before and after matriculation, covering the following topics: the role of the high school
counselor; the importance of the high school record and extracurricular involvement; school
policies and procedures; requirements for promotion, graduation and college; and the
availability of support services. Group sessions are followed up with individual or small group
counselor-student conferences for a more personalized discussion of the student's initial school
adjustment and individual interests and aptitudes. A goal of these conferences is to establish
rapport and trust in the counseling relationship so that the students will be comfortable initiating
contact with their counselors whenever they encounter difficulty in the academic, social or
personal spheres throughout high school. During the freshman year, all students will participate
in the PSAT 9.
Sophomore year is the time for increased emphasis on career exploration. Each student takes a
career interest inventory, and this is used by school counselors, in conjunction with
achievement and aptitude tests, including the PSAT 10, to help students gain self-understanding
as well as an awareness of the many opportunities open to them.
During the junior year, emphasis is placed upon student exploration of career paths using results
of interest inventories and academic testing. All juniors take the PSAT in the fall, and juniors
will take the SAT in the spring. Counselors meet with students individually to discuss PSAT
scores and implications for college planning or other post-secondary plans. Seminars are
conducted on choosing a college or vocational school, college visits and interview, admissions
testing and alternatives to college.
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In the senior year, planning seminars, small groups, individual meetings, and parent/student
meetings are conducted to address the following:
1.
Importance of transcript
2.
College application process
3.
Testing requirements
4.
Clarification of College Career Pathways
5.
Scholarships and financial aid
COUNSELING CONFIDENTIALITY STATEMENT
The counselors at Ellington High School value and respect each student’s right to privacy and
confidentiality. In a situation where a student is in “clear and imminent danger,” or in cases of
child abuse or neglect, counselors are mandated to share that information. The well-being of
students is the foremost concern for all counselors at Ellington High School.
COUNSELOR SERVICES
Counselors are assigned based on student’s last name; however, changes in assignment may be
permitted at the written request of the parent. Prior to a written request the student and/or
parent should first discuss with the school counselor the reason behind the requested change in
counselor. A written request should then be submitted to the principal, who will review the
situation and make a decision. All parties involved will be notified in writing by the building
principal.
Various college representatives visit the high school to meet with students interested in their
particular institution and provide an overview of their programs and college life. Shadowing
opportunities are provided for those students interested in a particular career option through the
career aide in conjunction with School to Career.
PROSPECTIVE COLLEGE ATHLETES- NCAA INFORMATION
Athletes
Students who are interested in participating in college athletics need to consult the National
Collegiate Athletic Association Eligibility website www.eligibilitycenter.org. College athletics are
grouped by Divisions (I, II, & III) and each Division is governed by a specific set of student
eligibility rules. Any student interested in participating in intercollegiate sports should discuss
eligibility issues and procedures with their coach and school counselor and review the information
provided on the NCAA website. Generally, if you are planning to enroll in college as a freshman
and you wish to participate in Division I or Division II athletics, you must be certified by the NCAA
Initial-Eligibility Clearinghouse. The Clearinghouse was established as a separate organization by
the NCAA member institutions in January 1993. The Clearinghouse ensures consistent
interpretation of NCAA initial-eligibility requirements for all prospective student athletes at all
member institutions.
It is the student’s responsibility to register with the Clearinghouse and make sure it receives
the proper documentation it needs to certify you. Students must register with the NCAA
Eligibility Center online and then visit the guidance office to complete a request form for an
official transcript to be sent to the NCAA on their behalf.
Prospective college athletes should plan to start the certification process at the end of their junior
year of high school. To be certified by the Eligibility Center, students must graduate from high
school and meet very specific core course, grade point average, and college admissions test score
requirements. Again, students should refer to the NCAA website for a detailed description of these

14

academic eligibility requirements. Ultimately, it is the student’s responsibility to make sure they
are taking the proper steps to meet these requirements.
CAREER DEVELOPMENT
NAVIANCE
Naviance is a web-based program that allows students to access inventories to aid in their
educational development and student career exploration. Naviance allows students to
thoroughly investigate career choices, colleges, training centers, military options, and provides
assistance in resume development.
These extensive programs are available for the students’ use throughout their high school career
and can be accessed from any device which has Internet access. This comprehensive program
provides the students with a strong foundation for career planning.
STUDENT SUCCESS PLAN
The Student Success Plan (SSP) is an individualized student-centered plan that engages every
student based on their unique interests and strengths, helping them to understand the relevance
of education to achieve post-secondary educational and career goals. The SSP will begin in
Grade 6 and continue through high school. It will provide the student support and assistance in
setting goals for academic, career, social, emotional, and physical development that meet
rigorous high school and postsecondary expectations.

JOB SHADOW PROGRAM
The Ellington High School Job Shadow Program is used as a springboard for success. This
program was designed for high school students who have considered specific career options and
would like the opportunity to spend time on the job with a professional employed in their field
of interest. Interested students may participate in a one-day job shadowing experience through
the Counseling Office.

STANDARDIZED ASSESSMENTS
SAT Stateside Assessment for 11th grade
On October 7, 2015, the Connecticut State Board of Education adopted the SAT as the statewide
assessment for Grade 11 public school students. The Statewide SAT Administration Date during
school for all Grade 11 students will be in the Spring. Per federal law, SAT participation rates will
continue to be a component of Connecticut's accountability system.
Additionally, all students will take the PSAT 9 as freshmen, PSAT as sophomores and the
PSAT/NMSQT as juniors in the Fall.
College Admissions SAT/ACT 2020-2021 TEST DATES
The SAT is a testing program required by many colleges as part of the application process.
Students will be tested in three sections: evidence based reading/writing, mathematics plus an
optional essay. SAT provides a guide in determining the appropriateness of the particular
postsecondary institution for an individual student. However, test scores are just one part of the
college application process. Students may consult with their school counselor as to the most
appropriate time to take the SAT.
Registration deadlines are approximately 4-5 weeks prior to testing dates. Registration
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materials will be available starting in September 2020 or students may register online at
www.collegeboard.org.
Anticipated SAT Dates
SAT Date
August 29, 2020
October 3, 2020
November 7, 2020
December 5, 2020
March 13, 2021
May 8, 2021
June 5, 2021

SAT Subject Test Available
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
No
Yes
Yes

The ACT is a testing program used by some colleges. The ACT (no writing) is a set of four
multiple-choice tests which cover English, mathematics, reading, and science. The ACT Plus
Writing includes the four multiple-choice tests and a Writing Test. The optional writing test with
one prompt will measure writing skills emphasized in high school English classes and in entry-level
college composition courses. Registration deadlines are approximately 4-5 weeks prior to
testing dates. Registration materials will be available starting in September 2020 or students
may register online at www.act.org.
Anticipated ACT Dates 2020-2021
September 12, 2020
October 24, 2020
December 12, 2020
February 6, 2021
April 10, 2021
June 12, 2021
July 17, 2021

The counseling office does not submit college testing scores. It is the student’s responsibility
to make sure the SAT and/or ACT scores have been sent to all post secondary institutions.
INCOMPLETE GRADES
Students are subject to the Academic Eligibility policy for participation in all extracurricular
activities. Students must make up an incomplete grade within ten school days of the issue of report
cards. Exceptions to this policy require a doctor’s note and a review by the school counselor and an
administrator to establish a feasible timeline for completion of the exam and/or work required.
MAKE UP WORK
Any student absent from class for legal reasons, including suspensions, must make up all work
missed. It is the responsibility of the student to see his/her teachers to obtain the work and help, if
needed. Our guideline for makeup work allows for two school days for each day of absence, due to
illness, with the exception of those students placed on homebound instruction. Students on field
trips should get their work ahead of time. The two-day rule does not apply to field trips. Students
should check the teacher’s grading policy for exact requirements.
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MAKE UP OF FAILED COURSES
Failed courses may be made up in summer school. Students who take a course in summer school
must meet the passing standard of the sponsoring school in order to receive credit.
TRANSCRIPT REQUESTS
Current students who are requesting to send their transcript to a college or scholarship program
must make their request in writing using the online transcript request form located in the counseling
office and available on the school website. A signed transcript release form must be on file prior to
releasing a transcript. Graduates requesting to send their transcript to a college or scholarship
program should contact the counseling office at 860.896.2352. A fee of $2 is required.
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COLLEGE PROGRAMS OFFERED AT EHS
THE UNIVERSITY OF CONNECTICUT EARLY COLLEGE EXPERIENCE (ECE)
UConn Early College Experience (ECE) provides academically motivated students the opportunity
to take university courses while still in high school. These challenging courses allow students to
preview college work, build confidence in their readiness for college, and earn college credits that
provide both an academic and a financial head-start on a college degree.
Ellington High School teachers, certified as adjunct professors by UConn faculty, create a
classroom environment fostering independent learning, creativity and critical thinking – all pivotal
for success in college. To support rigorous learning University of Connecticut academic resources,
including library and online classroom access, are available to all UConn ECE students.
In selecting courses for next year, students who intend to enroll in the University of Connecticut
Early College Experience (ECE) courses should be aware that college credit will only be given to
students who successfully complete the course with a grade of 73 or better. The University of
Connecticut charges a fee for each course. This fee is set by the University. For additional
information, visit www.ece.uconn.edu.
ADVANCED PLACEMENT PROGRAM
The College Entrance Examination Board, in cooperation with thousands of colleges, has
established a program by which students can earn college credit for work done in high school
through the Advanced Placement program. Each May exams are given in subject areas and
students may receive college credit based on their scores on the exams. Some colleges will advance
a high school graduate to the sophomore level immediately because of his/her performance on the
Advanced Placement exam. Students can thus save time and money in college, or open up their
college schedules to allow greater flexibility.
Details about the requirements of various colleges and preparation necessary to take the advanced
placement exams can be obtained from your counselor, the AP teacher, or at
http://www.collegeboard.org .
Advanced Placement exam dates: May 2021
Specific information regarding the exam schedule, registrations and exam ordering details can
be found on the EHS school website.
The counseling office does not submit AP test scores. It is the student’s responsibility to
make sure AP scores have been sent to post secondary institutions.
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ADVANCED PLACEMENT AND UCONN ECE COURSE OFFERINGS AT EHS
The chart below lists the AP or ECE courses EHS offers for students and the year(s) in which students typically take the
course. Students can use this chart to plan for taking AP and ECE courses as part of their program of studies at EHS. New
course selections offered for 2020-2021 are in bold.
AP/ECE Course Title

9th

10th

11th

12th

UCONN ECE AMERICAN STUDIES

X

AP BIOLOGY

X

X

AP CALCULUS AB

X

X

UCONN ECE/AP CALCULUS BC

X

X

AP CHEMISTRY

X

X

X

X

AP COMPUTER SCIENCE A

X

X

ECE DISCRETE MATH

X

X

X

X

AP ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE

X

X

UCONN ECE EUROPEAN HISTORY

X

X

AP COMPUTER PRINCIPLES

X

AP GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS: UNITED STATES

X

X

AP FRENCH

X

ECE/AP LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION

X

X

ECE WOMEN IN LITERATURE

X

X

AP LATIN

X

AP LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION

X

UCONN ECE or AP MICROECONOMICS

X

X

UCONN ECE Music Appreciation

X

X

X

X

AP MUSIC THEORY

X

X

X

X

UCONN ECE PHYSICS

X

X

AP PSYCHOLOGY

X

X

AP RESEARCH

X

X

X

X

AP SEMINAR

X

AP SPANISH LANGUAGE

X

ECE STATISTICS

X

PRE-AP STUDIO ART

X

X

X

AP STUDIO ART: Drawing or 2D Design

X

X

AP UNITED STATES HISTORY

X

X
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ASNUNTUCK COMMUNITY COLLEGE-COLLEGE CAREER PATHWAYS (CCP)
EHS is a member of the College Career Pathways Consortium of Northern Connecticut in
cooperation with Asnuntuck Community College. College Career Pathways is a combined
secondary and post-secondary educational program. College Career Pathways is a key program in
the school to career initiative. College Career Pathways is designed to play a stronger role in
establishing a national network of school to work systems. Enhancements include:
▪ Strengthening employer involvement in curriculum development, work experience, and
hiring of graduates.
▪ Incorporating nationally recognized skill standards into the curriculum.
▪ Strengthening the professional development opportunities that are built into College Career
Pathways for involving parents, instructors, counselors, administrators and business
representatives.
▪ Improving and clarifying the "message" that College Career Pathways is for all students not only high academic performers.
▪ Strengthening career guidance and counseling so those students choosing career paths are
provided opportunities for employment and/or further education.
At this time, the articulated courses are Accounting I and Accounting II. Courses may change
without notice. A current list of articulated courses and the CCP Application procedure can be
found at http://www.asnuntuck.edu/admissions/college-career-pathways.

COLLEGE AND CAREER PATHWAYS WITHIN ELLINGTON HIGH SCHOOL
At this time, Ellington High School is developing specialized pathways to help guide your
high school programming toward specific College and Career Paths. Check back here as these
develop. Pathways will include core courses, elective courses, extra curricular opportunities,
industry-certifications and other offerings geared specifically toward post-secondary planning.
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COURSE SELECTION
INTRODUCTION TO COURSE SELECTION
The course selections you make for next year are part of an overall four-year plan. Consider each
course as part of a sequence that you design after careful consideration of your strengths, needs and
future goals. Your counselor will assist you with any questions concerning specific subjects that
are necessary in order to enter particular occupations or professions. In addition, your counselor
can advise you of educational opportunities offered in conjunction with area colleges.
Each college or school of higher learning has varied entrance requirements. Parents and students
are encouraged to examine college and technical school’s web sites of their choosing in order to be
aware of specific requirements.

STUDENT SCHEDULES/ADD AND DROP/WITHDRAWAL PROCEDURES
l. Changes may be made in a student's initial requests in March, and again in June by the last day of
school. Students should sign up for an appointment with their school counselor during study hall,
before or after school.
2. During the summer, schedule changes will be considered as a result of summer school course
completion. Other program changes will be made during this period of time upon approval of the
administration.
3. ADD/DROP period will take place only during the first 10 school days of a new semester.
Students adding a course during the add/drop period are required to make up the missed
assignments or complete alternative assignments.
A student must have written parental permission to withdraw from a course. The request to
withdraw must be submitted to the student’s guidance counselor. Students are required to carry a
minimum of six/five credits at all times.
4. Students who withdraw from a full-year course or a semester course after the drop period will
receive a withdrawal (W) for that course Students will not be allowed to withdraw from a course 4
weeks prior to the end of the semester for semester courses or 8 weeks prior to the end of the school
year for full year courses.
5. Necessary prerequisites, class sizes and the limitations of both the student and master schedule
will affect request for course changes and/or additional courses.
6. Student course selections will not be changed without first holding a conference with the student.
Written permission of parents and a conference may be required.
7. After the additional 10 day add/drop period, all level changes require the approval of the
administration.

COURSE LEVEL, RIGOR AND EXPECTATIONS
All course levels are designed with preparation for college and career in mind. Although there are
varying degrees of rigor offered at each level, with Advanced Placement and UCONN Early
College Experience (ECE) offering the highest degree of challenge, the content, skill development,
and expectations for students reflect the content, skill development and expectations required for

21

success at the collegiate level. Regardless of level, all coursework reflects a depth of understanding
and application of knowledge through: inquiry, problem solving, higher order thinking, cross
disciplinary learning, authentic learning opportunities and informed and ethical use of technology.
The following levels and corresponding codes are reflected in course descriptions throughout this
guide:
Advanced Placement (AP) /UCONN Early College Experience (ECE)
▪ AP/ECE courses are the highest level of academics at Ellington High School. These are
college level courses taught in high school. Part of the national program overseen and
administered by The College Board (www.collegeboard.com), AP/ECE courses are rigorous
and intensely academic, providing students an exciting college experience while in high
school. Any student may enroll in any AP/ECE course. Courses offered at the AP/ECE level
require students to complete a large amount of work outside of class, including extensive
reading and writing, completion of fast-paced course objectives, project-based work, and
in-depth research projects. Students who enroll in AP/ECE courses should have a high degree
of commitment to academics.
Courses taken for Honors (H) Credit
▪ Courses taken at the Honors level require students to be actively engaged in their own
academic success. Honors level course work offers students an opportunity to explore
subjects in more depth and/or at an accelerated pace and, in some cases, are a good
preparation for AP/ECE coursework. Students are expected to be self-motivated, responsible,
and committed to academics. Honors course work may include research projects, homework
that is an extension of class work, extensive reading and writing class work and projects, as
well as collaborative work. Students recommended for course work at the Honors level have
demonstrated a solid degree of commitment to academic achievement.
Courses taken for College Prep (CP) Credit
▪ Courses taken at the College Prep level require students to be actively engaged in their own
academic success. These classes provide coursework that prepares students for college and/or
post-secondary plans. College Prep course work generally consists of research projects,
homework that reinforces skills taught in the classroom, reading and writing class work and
projects, as well as collaborative work. Courses taken at the College Prep level will provide
targeted instruction in acquiring the skills needed for academic success for a career or
college-bound student. Some College Prep level courses are available for college credit.
Please see College Career Pathways (CCP) for more information.
Note: Changes in level are possible, if appropriate to the student's academic needs and if
approved by the administration. See add/drop procedures.
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SPECIAL PROGRAMS OFFERED AT EHS
THE AP CAPSTONE PROGRAM
What Is AP Capstone?
AP Capstone™ is a College Board program that equips students with the independent research,
collaborative teamwork, and communication skills that are increasingly valued by colleges. It
cultivates curious, independent, and collaborative scholars, prepares them to make logical,
evidence-based decisions, and encourages students to master argument-based writing skills.
The AP Capstone program is comprised of two AP courses — AP Seminar and AP Research taken
over the course of two years. Through the participation in both courses, students develop the
following skills:
●
●
●
●
●
●

Analyze topics through multiple lenses to construct meaning or gain understanding.
Plan and conduct a study or investigation.
Propose solutions to real-world problems.
Plan and produce communication in various forms.
Collaborate to solve a problem.
Integrate, synthesize, and make cross-curricular connections.

Students who earn scores of 3 or higher in both AP Seminar and AP Research will receive the AP
Seminar and Research certificate. The AP Capstone Diploma is awarded to students who score 3 or
higher on four additional AP Exams. AP Seminar may be taken as a stand alone course.
Grades 10-12
Full Year

AP SEMINAR

AP
1.0 Credit- Elective

In AP Seminar students explore two to four real-world issues or themes which are based upon
complex academic topics, global problems, local issues, and student personal interests. Using an
inquiry framework, students develop and strengthen their analytical and inquiry skills, as they
practice reading, discussing, and analyzing articles, research studies, literary and philosophical
texts, speeches, and experiencing artistic works and performances. Students learn to synthesize
information from multiple sources, develop their own perspectives in research-based essays, and
design and deliver presentations, both individually and as part of a team. AP Seminar students are
assessed with two performance tasks and one end-of-course exam. The performance tasks consist of
a team project and presentation, and an individual research-based essay and presentation. Students
who complete AP Seminar are able to take AP Research.
Grades 11-12
Full Year

AP RESEARCH

AP
1.0 Credit- Elective

AP Research allows students to design, plan, and conduct a yearlong research-based investigation
on a topic of individual interest, documenting their process with a portfolio. This course allows
students to demonstrate the ability to apply scholarly understanding to real-world problems and
issues. Students further the skills developed in AP Seminar by learning how to understand research
methodology, employ ethical research practices, and access, analyze, and synthesize information to
build, present, and defend an argument. The AP Research course culminates in an academic paper
of 4,000 to 5,000 words and a presentation with an oral defense.
Prerequisite: Completion of AP Seminar
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Grades 11-12
Full Year or Semester

STUDENT TEACHING ASSISTANT

College Prep
1.0 or 0.5 Credit - Elective

The purpose of this course is to provide career exploration opportunities within the classroom
environment. The student teaching assistant program provides students an opportunity to gain
valuable insight into potential career paths within a specific area of interest while matching their
talents, interests, aptitudes, and skills to real-world opportunities. The student teaching assistant
program allows students to “give back” to their community and school through a hands-on
internship experience within the classroom. Interested students will be required to complete an
application process to be accepted into this course.

Grades 11-12
Full Year or Semester

INDEPENDENT STUDY PROGRAM

College Prep
1.0 or 0.5 Credit

Students, who have a deep curiosity or interest in a particular subject not offered in the regular
high school program, can pursue the study of this subject through an individual course of study
designed with and monitored by a teacher. Independent study courses cannot be used as a
substitute for one of the six courses students are required to carry. They are taken in addition to
the six courses. The following criteria must be met for the student to receive credit:
1. Students who are interested in pursuing a topic will submit an application to the
Principal indicating what type of study they would undertake. The application must
be completed prior to the start of the semester. Before the topic can be approved,
the student must find a faculty member to help and guide the study.
2. An administrator reviews the application.
3. Quarterly progress reports will be forwarded to the Administration so that the
progress of the project can be determined.
4. A midyear review of year long projects will be conducted in January.

THE WRITING CENTER - THE KNIGHT CENTRE
Ellington High School launched its own peer-run writing center in January 2019. Modeled after
college writing centers, and with a mission to support student-centered writing, the writing center
will be open to all students, developing and skilled, to work on any assignment, from research
papers to lab reports to literary analysis. Writing center tutors will be selected for their writing and
interpersonal skills and will have undergone a semester-long training course in academic and peer
writing instruction. The writing center, named The Knight Centre, is located in the library; with its
central location and supportive environment, the center is an excellent resource for students
endeavoring to improve their writing skills and for tutors to serve their school community while
continuing to grow as writers themselves.

Grade 10-12
1 Semester

ACADEMIC WRITING: THEORY,
PRACTICE & PEER TUTORING

Honors
0.5 Credit- Eng.

Students will learn about, and write in a variety of genres of academic writing including research
papers, lab reports, narratives, argumentative writing and creative writing. In order to improve their
own writing skills, students will engage in the critical reading of model texts, their own writing, and
learn how to provide feedback to other students through the revision cycle. In addition, students will
learn the essential communication skills needed to provide peer to peer feedback about writing as
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they learn about the various writing theories that could be used to support the students in the writing
center. The course provides prerequisite training for students that are interested in working as tutors
in the Knight Centre, EHS’ student-led writing center. *Note: Although this course meets EHS
English course requirements and receives EHS English credit, it does not meet NCAA core course
requirements for English.

Grade 10-12
1 Semester

WRITING CENTER INTERNSHIP

Honors
0.5 Credit- Elective

This course is an internship working at our student led writing center, the Knight Centre. Students
will apply the skills and knowledge learned from Writing Center Theory and Practice to effectively
coach other students in our writing center. In addition, students will be managing the smooth
operation of the student led writing center. Students will collaborate, give feedback, and work with
their peers to ensure that each student coming into the writing center has his/her needs met. In
addition, students will be pushing into classrooms to support writing assignments in progress.
Prerequisite: Academic Writing Theory and Practice (must meet course expectations)

LIBRARY MEDIA CENTER
The EHS library media center is open during the hours of 7:15 am to 3:00 pm. The library media
center has adopted the overall school goal of providing resources and instruction to help students
become productive citizens of the 21st century. There are over 12,000 books, eleven magazine
subscriptions, and a collection of graphic novels. A collection of fiction provides students with the
opportunity for leisure reading and the latest teen choices, many of which support the English
department’s book clubs.
Students have 24/7 access to the EHS library website. The online Destiny card catalog, and
databases such as JSTOR and variety of GALE databases, are available through the website.
Students may view their online circulation account remotely and place holds on books or check the
status of their account. They can access a collection of ebooks through the Destiny card catalog as
well, or access them via the Destiny app on their smartphone or tablet.
The library media specialist follows the Ellington K-12 information literacy curriculum and
provides individual and group instruction in information literacy, research and technology
integration as needed. Freshmen attend an orientation that provides an overview of how to access
and utilize the print and online resources. Periodically, the library holds a book club meeting where
students can discuss their latest fiction book choice of the month. Library events such as Teen Read
Week are held throughout the year. A student advisory group also meets periodically to discuss
books and advise on book purchases. All students are welcome to participate.
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ART COURSES
With the exception of Pre-AP and AP Studio Art, all art courses will be offered as semester courses.
Students may enroll in advanced courses more than one time; assignments and projects will be
differentiated for more advanced students.
Course

Prerequisite(s)

Grade
Offered

Credit(s)

Art Foundations

N/A

9-12

Semester/0.5

Graphic Design I

N/A

9-12

Semester/0.5

Graphic Design II

Graphic Design I

9-12

Semester/0.5

Drawing

Art Foundations

9-12

Semester/0.5

Mural Painting

Art Foundations or Drawing

9-12

Semester/0.5

Painting

Art Foundations and Drawing

9-12

Semester/0.5

Printmaking

Art Foundations and Drawing

9-12

Semester/0.5

Pre-AP Studio Art

Art Foundations and/or Drawing, Painting
or Printmaking

11-12

Full Year/1.0

AP Studio Art

Art Foundations and Drawing, Painting or
Printmaking; or by portfolio review

11-12

Full Year/1.0
AP

Ceramics

N/A

9-12

Semester/0.5

Jewelry Making

N/A

9-12

Semester/0.5

Sculpture

N/A

9-12

Semester/0.5

Grades 9-12
1 Semester

ART FOUNDATIONS

College Prep
0.5 Credit- Fine Art

Are you curious about art and creativity? Do you wonder which art material you might be good with
but are a little nervous about your skills? Do you like making things and working with your hands?
If you answered yes to any of these questions, then Art Foundations is the perfect class for you.
With a focus on the mastery of the artistic process, Art Foundations is a course for students of all
abilities and interests, grades 9-12. You will learn the fundamentals of visual art, design and
creativity, no experience or skills required. This course guides you through a range of art materials,
from drawing and painting to ceramics, and sculpture. This is an exciting course that will prepare
you to take any other art course and introduce you to a wide range of art ideas, styles and personal
expression.

Grades 9-12
1 Semester

GRAPHIC DESIGN I
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College Prep
0.5 Credit- Fine Art

This course is designed to teach students the basics of Graphic Design. Concepts taught in this class
are grounded in the designing process and culminate in creating a finished product. Students will
also learn the basic functions of programs such as Adobe Photoshop, Illustrator and InDesign.
Students who wish to continue their designing skills should consider taking Graphic Design II.

Grades 9-12
1 Semester

GRAPHIC DESIGN II

College Prep
0.5 Credit- Fine Art

This course is designed to build on skills taught in Graphic Design I. Students will use the tools in
Adobe Photoshop, Illustrator, InDesign and Flash to produce original works of Graphic Designs and
produce sophisticated graphics for both web and print media. Students will learn additional skills
and techniques for working with and creating designs. Projects will be assigned that allow students
to demonstrate varying skill level through their performance.
Prerequisite: Graphic Design I or permission of the instructor
2D Art Courses
Grades 9-12
1 Semester

DRAWING

College Prep
0.5 Credit- Fine Art

Drawing is simply the art of mark making. Anyone can do this! This is an intermediate level art
course and a prerequisite for AP Studio Art Drawing. Students will develop their ability to see,
compose artwork and improve hand-eye coordination through mark-making. Students will develop
their skills in a wide variety of traditional and nontraditional materials and techniques. Creativity,
playfulness and the artistic process are emphasized. Students may take this class multiple times and
after taking this class, students may enroll in AP Studio Art. Students are expected to keep an
organized binder for handouts and a sketchbook for weekly assignments.
Prerequisite: Completion of Art Foundations or by permission of the instructor

Grades 9-12
1 Semester

MURAL PAINTING

College Prep
0.5 Credit- Fine Art

Mural Painting is an intermediate art course. Drawing or Art Foundations is a prerequisite.
Students will develop their ability to see, compose and apply skills in drawing, studies and acrylic
murals. Creativity, playfulness and the artistic process are emphasized. Students will learn about
the history of mural painting and the artistic process from conception of ideas to the finished
product, a school mural. This is a collaborative team driven class. Students must present their
research and mural designs to a committee and achieve approval before painting their designs. This
class supports and teachers career and life skills such as goal setting, decision making and
teamwork. Students may take this class multiple times. Students are expected to keep an organized
binder for handouts and a sketchbook for drawings, studies and research.
Prerequisite: Completion of Art Foundations or Drawing

Grades 9-12
1 Semester

PAINTING

College Prep
0.5 Credit- Fine Art

Painting is an intermediate art course. Students will develop their ability to see, compose and apply
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new skills in watercolor, mixed media and acrylic paint. Creativity, playfulness and the artistic
process are emphasized. Students will develop a personal approach to painting and expression.
Students may take this class multiple times and later, may elect to take AP Studio Art. Students are
expected to keep an organized binder for handouts and a sketchbook for weekly homework
assignments.
Prerequisite:  Completion of Art Foundations and Drawing

Grades 9-12
1 Semester

PRINTMAKING

College Prep
0.5 Credit- Fine Art

Printmaking is the art of making multiple images. It is an intermediate art course and Drawing is a
prerequisite. Students will develop new skills in a variety of traditional and non-traditional
printmaking media and technique, including monotype, etching, collagraphy and linoleum cut.
Creativity, playfulness and the artistic process are emphasized. Students will develop a personal
approach to techniques and expression. Students may take this class multiple times and later, may
elect to take AP Studio Art. Students are expected to keep an organized binder for handouts and a
sketchbook for weekly assignments.
Prerequisite:  Completion of 2D Foundations and Drawing or by permission of the instructor

Grades 11-12
Full Year

PRE-AP STUDIO ART

Honors
1.0 Credit- Fine Art

This is an advanced course for qualified and highly self-motivated art students who are considering
taking the AP Studio course but would like additional time and preparation. This course meets at
the same time and follows the same standards and requirements as AP Studio Art but at a slower
pace. Students are expected to use time outside of class for research and homework projects and
produce a heavier volume of high quality work than those in a college prep level art course.
Students will create artwork based on the Quality, Breadth, and Concentration sections of the AP
Studio Art portfolio. The first half of the year focuses on breadth while the second half of the year
focuses on a thematic concentration designed by the student. Other requirements include matting
and exhibiting artwork in the annual show at Hall Memorial Library, maintaining a professional art
website and producing images of work to burn to a CD for the EHS portfolio and to send for AP
course scoring.
Students must complete summer homework assignments that are due the first week of school. This
course allows either juniors or seniors to prepare for the pace and rigor of AP Studio Art.
Prerequisites: 2D Foundations and/or Drawing, Painting or Printmaking or by permission of
instructor
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Grades 11-12
Full Year

AP STUDIO ART:
DRAWING OR 2D DESIGN

AP
1.0 Credit- Fine Art

AP Studio Art is an advanced course for qualified and highly self-motivated art students who
already have strong skills in drawing, printmaking, painting or photography. It is highly
recommended for students developing a portfolio for admission to an art school or university. AP
classes, depending on an AP test score of 3 or better, are accepted by some colleges as college
credit. Students are expected to use time outside of class for research projects. Students are
expected to produce 24 pieces of artwork of high quality work in drawing or 2-D design that fulfills
the AP requirements for the Quality, Breadth and Concentration sections of the AP Studio Art
portfolio. The first half of the year focuses on breadth while the second half of the year focuses on
a student-designed thematic concentration. Students will meet AP requirements and deadlines by
photographing and submitting a digital portfolio of 12 examples of breadth and 12 examples of
concentration and mail five matted artwork as examples of quality. Other requirements include
matting and exhibiting artwork in the annual show at Hall Memorial Library, maintaining a
professional art website and producing images of work to burn to a CD or an artbook for the EHS
portfolio and to send for AP course scoring.
Students must complete summer homework assignments that are due the first week of school.
Prerequisites: Art Foundations and Drawing, Painting or Printmaking or by portfolio review,
interview and permission of the instructor
3D Art Courses
Grades 9-12
1 Semester

CERAMICS

College Prep
0.5 Credit- Fine Art

Do you love making things but you’re not sure about drawing and painting? Ceramics is the course
for you! You will learn a variety of hand-building techniques in working with clay including surface
design and glazing. You will learn how to master the artistic process to design, construct and
decorate various functional and decorative clay products. Students will learn how to look at, analyze
and respond to ceramic art in order to improve their own artwork. Ceramics may be taken multiple
times with more advanced techniques and assignments.
Prerequisite: none.
Grades 9-12
1 Semester

JEWELRY MAKING

College Prep
0.5 Credit- Fine Art

Jewelry is an introduction to the fundamentals of jewelry design processes. Jewelry is small scale
wearable sculpture and as such, students will study composition and design in addition to
fabrication and construction. Students will work in both traditional and non-traditional materials
including found objects, handmade beads, fibers, and wire. Emphasis is on concept, creativity,
problem solving and mastery of the artistic process. Prerequisite: none.
Grades 9-12
1 Semester

SCULPTURE

College Prep
0.5 Credit- Fine Art

Sculpture is the design process and hands-on creation of three-dimensional objects. This course
will teach you how to generate ideas in order to convey personal meaning and expression. Through
collaboration and problem solving, you will learn about idea development and how to respond to

29

art. Throughout the course you will build on skills and mastery of the creative process through
construction and choice of materials, with an emphasis on the application of design elements and
principles. Students will learn how to use basic tools and fabrication processes while making a
variety of sculptures.
Prerequisite: none
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BUSINESS COURSES
The curriculum of the Business Department is designed to teach and guide all students in
developing skills, knowledge, understanding and attitudes necessary for successful participation in
postsecondary education and/or employment, as well as in their daily personal, business, and
financial endeavors.
For students who are planning careers in such areas as business and office administration,
technology, economics, finance, accounting, marketing or management, the curriculum of the
Business Department serves as a strong, basic foundation for these choices.
Course

Grade Offered

Credit(s)

Accounting I

10-12

Full Year/1.0

Accounting II

11-12

Full Year/1.0

9-12

Semester/0.5

Business Law

11-12

Semester/0.5

Personal Career Planning

10-12

Semester/0.5

Personal Finance I

11-12

Semester/0.5

Personal Finance II

11-12

Semester/0.5

Sports & Entertainment Marketing

10-12

Semester/0.5

Business Communication

10-12

Semester/0.5

9-12

Semester/0.5

Computer Applications II: Spreadsheets, Databases & Presentations

10-12

Semester/0.5

Advanced Computer Applications

10-12

Semester/0.5

Agribusiness for the Entrepreneur

Computer Applications I: Word Processing and Design

Grades 10-12
Full Year

ACCOUNTING I

College Prep
1.0 Credit- Bus.

Through the study of Accounting I, the student learns the underlying principles of the double-entry
accounting system. The course covers the accounting cycle including classifying accounts, setting
up a chart of accounts, opening accounts in a ledger, journalizing, posting, preparing financial
statements such as Income Statements and Balance Sheets, and the procedure of both adjusting and
closing accounts. The student will become familiar with accounting terms and the use of various
business forms by practicing all activities on a web-based computer program. This course should be
taken by all students who plan to pursue a business career upon graduation from high school and all
students who plan to attend college and major in accounting or any business major. College Career
Pathways Course
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Grades 11-12
Full Year

ACCOUNTING II

Honors
1.0 Credit- Bus.

This course is a continuation of Accounting I. Major emphasis is placed on the principles of
partnership and corporation accounting. Computerized accounting is used to reinforce previously
learned concepts and to learn new concepts. Accounting II is designed for those students who intend
to concentrate on advanced work in the field as bookkeepers, accountants, or executives. College
Career Pathways Course
Prerequisite: Accounting I

Grade 9-12
Semester

AGRIBUSINESS FOR THE
ENTREPRENEUR

College Prep
0.5 credit-Bus.

In this course, students will learn to effectively create and manage an agribusiness. Major areas of
focus include the development of a business plan, effective sales techniques, negotiation skills, and
business management principles within the agriculture industry. Students will consider the impact
of current events and trends such as agricultural tourism and sustainable agriculture. Coursework
will include the application of principles to real-world companies, including local agriculture
businesses.

Grades 11-12
1 Semester

BUSINESS LAW

College Prep
0.5 Credit- Bus.

Business Law is a half-year course that covers the basics of law and how it pertains to the consumer
and business. Topics covered will be-Foundations of Law, Contract Law, Consumer Law,
Employment Law, Forms of Business and Family Law. Students will be responsible for
researching these topics through a variety of resources and analyzing their findings through written
essays and class discussion. This course is designed to give the student knowledge and skills to
analyze Business Law through case studies. Written analysis of certain topics is considered an
important part of this course and each student will be expected to form opinions and complete
research to help support their findings.

Grades 10-12
1 Semester

PERSONAL CAREER
PLANNING

College Prep
0.5 Credit- Bus.

What are you going to be when you grow up? Choosing the right career is one of the most important
decisions you will make. How do you make the right choice? This course provides an opportunity
for students to investigate their own interests and abilities as they prepare for the world of work in
our dynamic global economy. Technology and online activities will be integrated throughout the
course to allow students to apply new concepts and skills. Topics include developing an individual
career plan, resume writing, interview skills, teamwork, leadership, developing a positive attitude,
thinking skills on the job, time management and much more. These skills will allow students to
make better career choices with the academic foundation to achieve their career and personal goals.

Grades 11-12
1 Semester

PERSONAL FINANCE I
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College Prep
0.5 Credit- Bus.

Do you plan on living on your own someday? Do you want to have nice things in the future but not
get into debt obtaining them? If you want to be financially ready for your future, this course is for
you! This course is designed to inform and educate students about financial planning and sound
money management skills. Topics include goal setting, budgeting, independent living, saving,
investing, banking, credit, managing debt, insurance, and more. This course will help students take
personal responsibility for actively managing their finances in the present and in the future. Personal
Finance provides a basic framework for students who will soon be on their own either at college or
in the workplace.

Grades 11-12
1 Semester

PERSONAL FINANCE II

Honors
0.5 Credit- Bus.

Let’s make your money work for you! This course is designed for students to further explore
personal financial topics to become wise consumers and masters of their own money management.
Students will delve deeper into money management strategies and will acquire an advanced
understanding of the stock market and other investing tools. New topics in this course will include
student loan debt, tax returns, online banking, identity theft, insurance, buying a car, and more.
Online simulations, engaging projects, Microsoft Excel and other technologies will help bring these
topics to life. This course is ideal for students striving for a more in-depth exploration of concepts
affecting their personal financial situations now and in the future.
Prerequisite: Personal Finance I

Grades 10-12
1 Semester

SPORTS AND ENTERTAINMENT
MARKETING

College Prep
0.5 Credit- Bus.

Do you love sports? Concerts? Red carpet Hollywood glamour? You are not alone! Sports and
Entertainment Marketing spending has grown to over $500 billion in recent years, creating jobs for
motivated professionals. The Sports and Entertainment Marketing course will introduce students to
basic marketing principles, with a focus on the fast-growing areas of sports and entertainment.
Students will learn the history of the industries and the core marketing concepts of product design,
branding, pricing, distribution, and promotion. Through a variety of activities, students will develop
21st Century Skills such as collaboration, teamwork, and problem-solving. Motivating projects and
simulations will bring this course alive for students!

Grades 10-12
1 Semester

BUSINESS
COMMUNICATION

College Prep
0.5 Credit- Bus.

This course is designed to help students develop and strengthen good workplace communication
skills. Areas to be covered include writing, listening, speaking, reading, and interpreting nonverbal
cues and decision-making skills as they apply to business. Effective communication skills are
essential to succeed in today's world. This course provides a solid foundation in the total
communication process, which will benefit students in their professional lives as well as their
personal lives.

Grades 9-12
1 Semester

COMPUTER APPLICATIONS I:
WORD PROCESSING AND DESIGN
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College Prep
0.5 Credit- Bus.

Got computer skills? Many colleges today require computer entrance exams for admission, and
employers also require computer expertise for employment. In this course, students get hands-on
practice to produce professionally written and formatted documents needed in their future careers or
personal lives. A parallel focus is placed on reinforcing and improving keyboarding proficiency
through business-related activities and a variety of software packages. Students will use Microsoft
Word and Google Docs to create business letters, flyers, resumes, tables and research papers.
Microsoft Publisher is used to design brochures, newsletters, business cards, calendars and more.
Please Note: Computer Applications I and Computer Applications II do not need to be taken in
consecutive order.
Grades 10-12
1 Semester

COMPUTER APPLICATIONS II:
SPREADSHEETS, DATABASES &
PRESENTATIONS

Honors
0.5 Credit- Bus.

Interested in a business career or running your own business? Be sure to prepare for your future
with these essential computer skills. In this course students will gain an understanding of how
Microsoft Excel, PowerPoint and Access, as well as Google Sheets and Slides, can be used in
personal, school and career situations. Students will develop the skills needed to create, manipulate
and analyze spreadsheets and charts using formulas, functions and special formatting tools.
Students will also acquire the competency to build, edit and query databases, as well as design and
deliver effective presentations.
Please Note: Computer Applications I and Computer Applications II do not need to be taken in
consecutive order.

Grade 10-12
1 Semester

ADVANCED COMPUTER
APPLICATIONS

Honors
0.5 Credit- Bus.

Looking to complete your mastery of the Microsoft Office Suite? Wondering how computer skills
will help you with your academics today and your career tomorrow? Businesses and organizations
now expect employees and executives to have excellent computer skills. This course will offer
students the opportunity to learn advanced features in Word, Excel, Access, Publisher and
PowerPoint and master their computer application skills by integrating these programs through
simulations and capstone projects. Real-world, hands-on activities provide students opportunities
for critical thinking, decision-making, and collaboration.
Prerequisite: C
 ompletion of both Computer Applications I and Computer Applications II.
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COMPUTER SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION COURSES
The major areas of study are Computer Sciences, Communications, Engineering, and
Manufacturing and Construction. Juniors and seniors may, based upon their experience and the
permission of the instructor, take on advanced courses without taking the prerequisite course.
Several courses enable students to use industry standard programs that develop skills in problem
solving, communication and visual design. Students in these courses will develop skills that will
enable them to utilize real-world digital and other technology effectively.
Course Title

Grade(s) Offered

Number of
Credits

Concentration

AP Computer Science Principles

9, 10, 11, 12

1.0/Full year

Computer Science

AP Computer Science A

10, 11, 12

1.0/Full year

Computer Science

Mobile App Development &
Computer Programming

9, 10, 11, 12

0.5/Semester

Computer Science

Digital Game Design

9, 10, 11, 12

0.5/Semester

Computer Science

Web Design

9, 10, 11, 12

0.5/Semester

Computer Science

Aerospace Engineering

9, 10, 11, 12

1.0/Full year

Engineering

Intro to Technical Drawing and
CAD

9, 10, 11, 12

0.5/Semester

Engineering

Advanced CAD with 3D Modeling

9, 10, 11, 12

0.5/Semester

Engineering

Intro to Engineering

11, 12

1.0/Full Year

Engineering

Robotics 1

9, 10, 11, 12

0.5/Semester

Engineering

Robotics 2

9, 10, 11, 12

0.5/Semester

Engineering

Geometry in Construction

9, 10

2.0/Full Year

1.0 Technology
1.0 Math

Television/Video Production

9, 10, 11, 12

0.5/Semester

Technology

Advanced Television/Video
Production

9, 10, 11, 12

0.5/Semester

Technology

Digital Photography 1

9, 10, 11, 12

0.5/Semester

Technology

Digital Photography 2

9, 10, 11, 12

0.5/Semester

Technology

Intro to Tools, Materials &
Processes

9, 10, 11, 12

0.5/Semester

Technology

Carpentry & Home Improvement

9, 10, 11, 12

0.5/Semester

Technology
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Manufacturing Systems

9, 10, 11, 12

0.5/Semester

Technology

Transportation Systems

9, 10, 11, 12

0.5/Semester

Technology

Grade 9-12
Full Year

AP COMPUTER SCIENCE
PRINCIPLES

AP
1.0 Credit- Elective

AP Computer Science Principles offers a multidisciplinary approach to teaching the underlying
principles of computation. The course will introduce students to the creative aspects of
programming, abstractions, algorithms, large data sets, the Internet, cybersecurity concerns, and
computing impacts. AP Computer Science Principles will give students the opportunity to use
technology to address real-world problems and build relevant solutions. Together, these aspects of
the course make up a rigorous and rich curriculum that aims to broaden participation in computer
science.
AP Computer Science Principles focuses on the innovative aspects of computing as well as the
computational thinking practices that help students see how computing is relevant to many areas of
their everyday lives.
The AP Computer Science Principles assessment consists of two parts: completion of
through-course performance tasks and the end-of-course AP Exam. Both of these will measure
student achievement of the course learning objectives. For the through-course assessment, students
will upload digital artifacts and written responses via a Web-based digital portal.
Prerequisite: S
 uccessful completion of Algebra I. No programming experience required.

Grade 10-12
Full Year

AP COMPUTER SCIENCE A

AP
1.0 Credit- Elective

Computer Science A emphasizes object-oriented programming methodology with an emphasis on
problem solving and algorithm development and is meant to be the equivalent of a first-semester
college course in computer science. It also includes the study of data structures and abstraction.
This course is based on requirements that are comparable to an introductory course for computer
science majors at a university or college. It is also recommended for students who plan to major in
areas that require significant technology expertise. A large part of the course is built around the
writing, running, and debugging of computer programs in Java to correctly design and implement
solutions to problems. The design and implementation of computer programs is used as a context
for introducing other important aspects of computer science such as the development and analysis
of algorithms and the development and use of fundamental data structures. Object-oriented design
and the ethical and social implications of computer use are recurring themes.
Prerequisites: Algebra II (students with advanced computer experience may be granted permission
to enroll concurrently with Algebra II with instructor permission).
Grade 9-12
1 Semester

MOBILE APP DEVELOPMENT &
COMPUTER PROGRAMMING

Honors
0.5 Credit- Elective

This course is designed to introduce students to the concepts and syntax of computer programming.
Students will learn MIT APP Inventor and produce apps for Android and iOS platforms.
Fundamentals of structured programming are emphasized, along with the use of variables and
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strings, mathematical functions, conditional logic, looping and arrays. These skills will have direct
application in the development of the logic and commands used in MIT APP Inventor. No prior
experience is necessary. Any and all students can program and build apps!

Grade 9-12
1 Semester

DIGITAL GAME DESIGN

Honors
0.5 Credit- Elective

Digital game design is a course that uses a team-based approach to allow students to collaboratively
and independently construct a quality video game. Students will explore game design theory and
will be introduced to the elements of video games. Students will describe how historical technology
impacted games from the arcade genre’s and design turn-based games. Students will use animation
and photo-editing and understand how music and sound effects are utilized in game design and
within a virtual game space. Planning and using storyboards will help students as they learn to
narrate games or include voice-over acting through coding. Each unit is designed to help students
find their niche in the technical world. At the end of the semester, students will publish their own
complex game to share with the world. This course is designed for any student interested in art,
music, drama, creative writing, and of course coding!
Grade 9-12
Semester

WEB DESIGN

College Prep or Honors
0.5 Credit- Elective

In today's world web pages are the most common medium for sharing ideas and information.
Learning to design websites is an incredibly useful skill for any career path. The Web Design course
is a project-based course that teaches students how to build their own web pages. Students will learn
the languages HTML and CSS, and will create their own live homepages to serve as portfolios of
their creations. By the end of this course, students will be able to explain how web pages are
developed and viewed on the Internet, analyze and fix errors in existing websites, and create their
very own multi page websites. Students will learn the foundations of user interface design, rapid
prototyping and user testing, and will work together to create professional, mobile responsive
websites.
Grade 9-12
Full Year

AEROSPACE ENGINEERING

Honors
1.0 Credit- Tech Ed

Aerospace Engineering is a project based course that begins with the basic principles of flight and
advances into the disciplines of aerodynamics, propulsion, structures, stability, control, and
performance. Through this course, students will learn the design and operation of important
aerospace systems by means of problem solving, laboratory work, and design challenges.

Grade 9-12
1 Semester

INTRO TO TECHNICAL DRAWING
AND CAD

College Prep
0.5 Credit- Tech Ed

This course provides a "hands on" introduction to computer-aided drawing (CAD), teaching
students the hardware, operation, and technical language of computer-aided drafting and design.
CAD is a valuable guide for anyone interested in the application of computers for drafting, design
and technical illustration. Emphasis will be placed on problem solving through collaboration with
classmates. Those who are interested in preparing for a career as CAD drafter, designer or engineer
will find this course to be an essential part of their studies.
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Grade 9-12
1 Semester

 ADVANCED CAD WITH 3D
MODELING

College Prep
0.5 Credit- Tech Ed

This course is designed for students considering a career in engineering or related technology.
Students will work collaboratively to solve product design problems and complete a detailed
pictorial drawing using CAD techniques.
Prerequisite: Introduction to Technical Drawing and CAD or permission of instructor.

Grade 11-12
Full Year

 INTRO TO ENGINEERING

College Prep
1.0 Credit- Tech Ed

This course is designed to prepare students for technical careers. This course studies the
fundamentals of mechanical, fluid, electrical and thermal principles on which modern technology
functions. The combination of "hands on" activities and traditional teaching methods provides an
academically challenging yet practical course. Students are required to write technical reports
related to the hands-on activities. Students seeking vocational school, technical school, future
enrollment in a two-year or four-year program, or those entering the job market upon graduation
should consider this course.
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Algebra 2

Grade 11-12
Full Year

 INTRO TO ENGINEERING

Honors
1.0 Credit- Tech Ed

This course is designed to prepare students for technical careers. This course studies the
fundamentals of mechanical, fluid, electrical and thermal principles on which modern technology
functions. The combination of "hands on" activities and traditional teaching methods provides an
academically challenging yet practical course. Students are required to write technical reports
related to the hands-on activities. Students seeking future enrollment in a collegiate engineering
program should consider this course. Students are expected to be self-motivated, responsible, and
committed to academics. Honors classes engage students in research projects, assignments which
are an extension of class work, extensive reading and writing, individual class work and projects, as
well as collaborative work. Students recommended for placement at the Honors level should
demonstrate a commitment to academic achievement.
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Algebra 2

Grade 9-12
1 Semester

ROBOTICS 1

College Prep or Honors
0.5 Credit- Tech Ed

This is a one-semester course that explores a variety of robotic systems. Students work with VEX
Robotics kits to learn about mechanical systems, RobotC programming, logic, open-loop systems,
motion systems, motor controls, transmissions, closed-loop systems, sensors, autonomous behavior,
arms and manipulators to move objects.
Honors Challenge: Students taking the course at the honors level will also explore advanced
concepts in RobotC programming, sensors, logic and autonomous behavior.
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Grade 9-12
1 Semester

ROBOTICS 2

Honors
0.5 Credit- Tech Ed

This course is a continuation of the Robotics 1 course with an emphasis on electronics and
programming. Students will build upon the knowledge and concepts from Robotics 1 including:
sensors, drivetrains, radio control and multiple robotic tasks.
Prerequisite: R
 obotics 1.

Grades 9-10
Full Year

GEOMETRY IN CONSTRUCTION

College Prep
2 Credits:
1.0 Credit- Math
1.0 Credit- Tech Ed

Advances in science and technology are changing how homes are designed and constructed. This
course will explore mathematical concepts and their connections to the field of construction.
Through a hands-on approach to learning geometry concepts, students will apply their learning to
design and build a physical structure. A TI 83/84 or TI Nspire graphing calculator is required for
all mathematics courses.
Prerequisite: Successful completion of an Algebra I course or equivalent.

Grade 9-12
1 Semester

TELEVISION/
VIDEO PRODUCTION

College Prep or Honors
0.5 Credit- Tech Ed

This course provides an introduction to the basic principles, procedures, and techniques of
television/video production. Students will learn the basic formats and techniques used for
pre-production, production, and post-production. Students are introduced to producing, directing,
composition, lighting, videography, audio and video mixing, graphics, character generation,
post-production editing, and on-camera announcing and interviewing. Students are instructed in the
proper use of the equipment. This class will produce the morning announcements for students and
staff.
Honors Challenge: To earn honors credit students will be required to produce a five plus minute
documentary on a socially relevant topic of their choice which must be approved by the teacher.
Note: This course will be a prerequisite for all future television/video production courses.

Grade 9-12
1 Semester

ADVANCED TELEVISION/
VIDEO PRODUCTION

College Prep or Honors
0.5 Credit- Tech Ed

This course covers advanced principles, procedures, and techniques of television/video production.
Students will expand their knowledge of formats and techniques used for pre-production,
production, and post-production for studio and field work. Students will apply skills in writing,
producing, directing, composition, lighting, videography, audio and video mixing, graphics,
character generation, post-production editing, and on-camera announcing and interviewing.
Students will produce advanced video projects, such as documentaries, public service
announcements, music videos, and short film.
Prerequisite: Television/Video Production
Honors Challenge: To earn honors credit students will be required to create a video that includes a
minimum of three special effects to be created Adobe After Effects, which must be approved by the
course instructor.
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Grade 9-12
1 Semester

DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY I

College Prep
0.5 Credit- Tech Ed

Digital photography is an introductory course offering students an overview of digital photographic
processes. Areas to be covered will include digital SLR camera use, studio lighting, image
retouching, photographic composition, portfolio creation, Adobe Photoshop image editing software,
advanced photographic techniques, lenses, cellphone photography, and career research.

Grade 9-12
1 Semester

DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY II

College Prep
0.5 Credit- Tech Ed

Digital photography II is a project-driven, advanced course in Digital SLR photography that builds
upon the knowledge and skills from Digital Photography. Students will explore technical, artistic,
and commercial aspects of photography. This course will investigate a variety of famous
photographers and artists. Advanced image editing and manipulation using Adobe Photoshop will
also be a large part of this course.
Prerequisite: Completion of Digital Photography I
Grade 9-12
1 Semester

INTRO TO TOOLS, MATERIALS
& PROCESSES

College Prep
0.5 Credit- Tech Ed

This course is a general introduction to the use of tools and materials. Students will be required to
plan and create products using a variety of hand and power tools. Emphasis will be placed on
safety procedures in the laboratory. Students will be expected to work collaboratively with
classmates to solve problems associated with design and construction of projects.

Grade 9-12
1 Semester

CARPENTRY AND HOME
IMPROVEMENT

College Prep
0.5 Credit- Tech Ed

This course provides the student with the opportunity to acquire skills in the construction trades.
Emphasis is placed upon understanding the basic construction systems related to residential home
construction. Students will be introduced to basic planning, electrical, plumbing, and construction
techniques through hands-on projects and collaboration. This course focuses on problem solving
and decision-making skills through construction projects.
Prerequisite: Introduction to Tools, Materials and Processes
Grade 9-12
1 Semester

MANUFACTURING SYSTEMS

College Prep
0.5 Credit- Tech Ed

This course provides students with an introduction to materials and processes that will transform
raw material into a finished product. Emphasis is placed on design, production, cutting, forming,
assembly and finishing. Students will identify a design problem, engineer a product, and select the
sequence of operations and materials required to manufacture that product. The goal is to provide a
broad picture of materials and processes rather than develop specific skills.

40

Grade 9-12
1 Semester

TRANSPORTATION SYSTEMS

College Prep
0.5 Credit- Tech Ed

This course provides a comprehensive coverage of transportation systems as it applies to vehicular
systems such as air, land, marine, and space. In addition, the course will explore support systems for
moving cargo in various environments. The effects of transportation technology on individuals,
society, and the environment, as well as the evolution of transportation are introduced and explored.
The course will provide students the opportunity to apply knowledge through “hands on” activities
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ENGLISH COURSES
Required Courses: All students are required to pass 4.0 credits in English in order to graduate.
The typical sequence includes taking English I and English II, plus two additional credits in
English, with at least 1 credit taken in their junior year. Students may select to take a full year
English course or a combination of semester courses to meet this requirement. All English courses
require summer reading.
Course Title

Grade(s) Offered

Credit(s)

English 1

9

Full Year/1.0

English 2

10

Full Year/ 1.0

ECE American Studies

11, 12

Full Year/1.0; UCONN ECE

ECE/AP Language & Composition

11, 12

Full Year/1.0
UCONN ECE/AP

ECE 1011-Women in Literature

11, 12

Full Year/ 1.0
UCONN ECE

12

Full Year/1.0
AP

Journalism & Media in the 21st
Century

11, 12

Full Year/ 1.0

Our World Of Magic: Inquiry
Through Theater & Literature

11, 12

Full Year/ 1.0
English or Fine Arts credit

Contemporary Literature

11, 12

Semester/0.5

Global Literature & Perspectives

11, 12

Semester/0.5

The Refugee and Immigrant
Experience

11, 12

Semester/0.5

Utopian/Dystopian Literature

11, 12

Semester/0.5

Shakespeare

11, 12

Semester/0.5

Heroes and Monsters

11, 12

Semester/0.5

Playwriting*

11, 12

Semester/0.5
English or Fine Arts credit

Screenwriting*

11, 12

Semester/0.5

AP Literature & Composition
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English or Fine Arts credit
Creative Writing

11, 12

Semester/0.5

Speech and Debate

11, 12

Semester/0.5

Academic Writing: Theory, Practice &
Peer Tutoring

10, 11, 12

Semester/0.5

Writing Center Internship

10, 11,12

Semester/0.5 Elective Credit

Strategic Writing

9, 10, 11

Semester/0.5 Elective Credit

Strategic Reading

9, 10, 11

Semester/0.5 Elective Credit

*Students may enroll in Our World of Magic, Playwriting or Screenwriting to fulfill either their English credit
or the Fine Arts credit requirement.

English Course Description - Full Year Courses
Grade 9
Full Year

ENGLISH I

College Prep or Honors
1.0 Credit- Eng.

In English I, students will continue to develop their ability to read, interpret, and analyze a range of
complex texts independently. Students will read a variety of texts including short story fiction,
nonfiction personal narratives, and contemporary and classic novels. Instruction in writing focuses
on developing clear literary essays, writing and using techniques of narrative writing, and writing in
response to literary and nonfiction texts. In addition, students will develop their skills in written
expression, oral presentations, and discussions. In addition to the use of mentor texts, students
choose additional texts to read through book clubs and independent reading.

Grade 10
Full Year

ENGLISH II

College Prep or Honors
1.0 Credit- Eng.

In English II, students will read a wide variety of texts, including contemporary fiction, classic
fiction, and nonfiction, that gives voice to different perspectives, backgrounds, and cultures.
Through the study of mentor texts students will develop their ability to recognize and analyze the
choices an author makes within a text, considering how those choices add meaning and value to the
texts. In addition, students are routinely offered opportunities to make choices in the texts they
read, through book clubs and choice novels, in order to apply their learning to literary texts.
Additionally, English II emphasizes the techniques for an effective writing process as students
further develop their ability to write literary essays and narrative essays. Finally, students will
continue to develop their skills in delivering oral presentations and participating in group and
whole-class discussions.
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Grade 11
Full Year

AMERICAN STUDIES

UCONN ECE
1.0 Credit- Eng.*

What is an American? A multi-disciplinary inquiry into the diversity of American societies and
cultures. This course, given in cooperation with UConn Early College Experience
(www.ece.uconn.edu) integrates the study of American history and literature in a college level
survey course. It is an intensive study of the political institutions and behaviors, public policies,
social and economic changes, diplomacy, and intellectual developments of the United States. Three
credits at the University of Connecticut may be granted upon successful completion of the course.
Summer work will be required.
Students will analyze, evaluate, and organize historical evidence from a variety of sources. This
course also engages students in becoming skilled readers of prose written in a variety of periods,
disciplines, and rhetorical contexts and skilled writers who compose for a variety of purposes.
Novels along with a wide variety of essays, speeches, short stories, plays, and poetry will be
utilized.
When selecting this course, students are enrolling in a dual-block English and history co-taught
class. American Studies is designed for students who have a growth mindset, are self-motivated,
responsible, and committed to their academic studies. Participation in the National History Day
competition will be required. Three credits at the University of Connecticut may be granted upon
successful completion of the course. See UConn “Early College Experience” credit requirements
for additional information.
*Upon successful completion of the course students will earn one credit in social studies and one
credit in English.
Grade: 11-12
Full Year

ECE 1011
WOMEN IN LITERATURE

UCONN ECE
1.0 Credit-English

In Women in Literature students will read and discuss novels, short stories, and poems published
by, or about, women. Students will explore how literature reflects society and how authors use
writing to purposefully question concerns and issues regarding women in the world. Units of study
will explore how society is reflected in the modern feminist movement as framed by classic
feminist ideas. Students will examine what is meant by the word “female” by analyzing
photography, art, music, television, film and other mediums. Additionally, students will analyze
nonfiction and fiction to determine author's purpose, to critically question texts, and to use texts to
understand our world. Writing will include a required literary analysis project.
Grade 11 -12
Full Year

ECE (1010)/AP
LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION

UCONN ECE/AP
1.0 Credit- Eng.

This course provides instruction in academic writing through interdisciplinary reading. Assignments
emphasize the development and revision of evidenced-based argumentative writing and the
rhetorical and interpretative analysis of nonfiction texts. This course uses a broad and challenging
collection of nonfiction writings as well as visual texts to examine the ways writers use language,
style and rhetoric to create meaning. Through close reading of texts and frequent writing, students
will develop their skills as readers and writers. Students will be given multiple opportunities to
explore diverse themes by creating unique projects that reflect their individual learning and
interests. This student-centered approach will include work in cohorts, and in a seminar style, that
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will include: project based learning, presentations on individually chosen topics, and multi-modal
projects. There will be a focus on contemporary links to the learning.
Students should be able to read and comprehend college-level texts and apply the conventions of
Standard Written English in their writing. Students meet the objectives prescribed by the University
of Connecticut for UCONN ECE 1010 Seminar in Academic Writing as they prepare for taking the
Advanced Placement exam in May.

Grade 11 -12
Full Year

AP LITERATURE AND
COMPOSITION

AP
1.0 Credit- Eng.

This seminar course focuses on instruction in academic writing through reading and critical
interpretation of literature. Students are engaged in the close reading and critical analysis of a wide
variety of literature as they develop their strengths as writers, readers, and critical thinkers. Students
will be given multiple opportunities to explore diverse themes by creating unique projects that
reflect their individual learning and interests. This student-centered approach will include work in
cohorts, and in a seminar style, that will include: project based learning, presentations on
individually chosen topics, and multi-modal projects. There will be a focus on contemporary links
to the learning. Writing assignments include interpretative and argumentative essays that require
students to analyze literary works. The course is designed to help students become skilled readers
and writers. Students should be able to read and comprehend college-level texts and apply the
conventions of Standard Written English in their writing. This course prepares students for taking
the Advanced Placement exam in May.
Grade 11-12
Full Year

JOURNALISM & MEDIA
IN THE 21ST CENTURY

College Prep or Honors
1.0 Credit- Eng.

How is information defined, gathered, and communicated in today’s digital world? In this course,
students will examine traditional journalism, news & social media, and their impact on our lives.
Students will read and analyze a variety of fictional and nonfictional texts across a wide variety of
media, such as print, YouTube, Twitter, and digital blogs. The course will be a project- &
inquiry-based investigation of the effects of modern media consumption with a focus on a deeper
analysis of accepted trends, research, and rhetoric. *Note: Although this course meets EHS English
course requirements and receives EHS English credit, it does not meet NCAA core course
requirements for English.

Grades 11-12
Full Year

OUR WORLD OF MAGIC: INQUIRY
THROUGH THEATER &
LITERATURE

College Prep or Honors
1.0 Credit - Eng.
or 1.0 Credit Fine Arts

This course uses a broad and challenging collection of fictional writings, peer reviewed
articles, theory, theater, and visual texts to analyze our world through inquiry, writing, and
reflection. Through close, critical readings of texts and performances and an in depth study
of multitude of theatrical pieces, students will develop their skills as readers and writers.
Students will be given multiple opportunities to explore diverse themes by creating unique
projects that reflect their individual learning and interests. This student-centered approach
will include work in cohorts and seminars that will include: project based learning,
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presentations on individually chosen topics, a range of performances, academic and
creative writing, and multi-modal projects.
In addition, this course will use the entire Harry Potter series while scaffolding texts
related to thematic units of study. A heavy reliance will be placed on crossover study to
classical and modern theater. Readings will also make connections to historical events and
how they were later depicted on stage. A focus on performance pieces will be
complementary to writing pieces. *Note: Although this course meets EHS English course
requirements and receives EHS English credit, it does not meet NCAA core course requirements for
English.

Semester Courses-All semester English courses are offered heterogeneously, with students
selecting to take a course at the College Prep level or the Honors level. Any level changes must be
completed by the first mid-marking period of the semester.
Grade 11-12
1 Semester

CONTEMPORARY
LITERATURE

College Prep or Honors
0.5 Credit- Eng.

In this course, students will read and discuss contemporary American novels, short stories, and
poems published in the last 25 years. Students will explore how contemporary literature reflects
society and how authors use writing to purposefully question concerns and issues in the world.
Units of study will explore how contemporary society is reflected in modern fantasy, the pressures
of the modern human experience, and the connection between issues seen in both nonfiction and
fiction. Students will examine what is meant by the word “text”” by analyzing photography, art,
music, television, film and other mediums. Additionally, students will analyze the writer's craft,
author's purpose, critically question texts, and use texts to understand our world. Writing will
include a required literary analysis project.

Grade 11-12
1 Semester

CREATIVE WRITING

College Prep or Honors
0.5 Credit- Eng.

In Creative Writing students will study and experiment with all of the many genres of creative
written expression: personal journals, poetry, short fiction, and drama. Students engage in frequent
creative writing exercises, maintain journals of their ideas, read, select, and imitate classical and
modern models, write freely in all genres, experiment with their own voice and style, revise their
work, create portfolios of their best pieces, share their work with their peers, and provide their peers
with feedback. Ultimately, students will seek out other audiences for sharing and receiving
recognition for their work. Students will be encouraged to submit their pieces to Knight Writers, an
in-house magazine as well as outside competitions and publications. Students who take this course
for honors credit, will complete an inquiry project where they explore what creative writing might
look like beyond high school.

Grade 11-12
1 Semester

GLOBAL LITERATURE
AND PERSPECTIVES

College Prep or Honors
0.5 Credit- Eng.

In Global Literature and Perspectives students will read and discuss a variety of nonfiction, memoir
and historical fiction from across a spectrum of authors from outside the United States. This course
will provide students an opportunity to examine issues that affect all of us from different
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perspectives around the world. Using an inquiry approach, students will choose from a selection of
novels, short stories, and films that deal with themes of diversity, identity, ethics and society.

Grades:
11/12
1 Semester

THE REFUGEE AND IMMIGRANT
EXPERIENCE

Level: CP/Honors
English/Social Studies
0.5 credits each*

In The Refugee and Immigrant Experience, students will delve into the experiences of people
persecuted in third-world countries, specifically the experiences of those under duress in Africa and
Asia. The course will emphasize the lives of people who are forced to emigrate, cross borders, seek
refuge, or who are otherwise forcibly displaced within their own countries. Rather than investigate
the lives of people who choose to seek a ‘better life’ in the United States, The Refugee and
Immigrant Experience will offer students a cross-curricular study into both the human experience of
refugees, immigrants, and asylum-seekers through literature, along with the historical context for
the reasons people are displaced or forced to migrate in the first place. This course will be co-taught
through both the English and the Social Studies departments to offer a holistic representation of the
lived human experience of people in these countries.
*Upon successful completion of the course, students will earn 0.5 credits in English and 0.5 credits
in social studies. 1.0 credit total, upon successful completion of course

Grade 11-12
1 Semester

HEROES & MONSTERS
IN LITERATURE

College Prep or Honors
0.5 Credit- Eng.

In this course, students will examine the influence of real-world issues on modern media, in books,
film and TV. How do the problems and topics we grapple with in our everyday lives influence the
stories we create and vice versa? Using a cross section of stories from across popular media,
students will see how classical text structures like the Hero’s Journey and Aristotle’s theory of
tragedy still shape modern novels like Game of Thrones, No Country for Old Men, Watchmen,
among many others. The class culminates in an analytical research paper that tasks students with
examining what a particular novel, film, or TV show says about our society.

Grade 11-12
1 Semester

PLAYWRITING

College Prep or Honors
0.5 Credit- Eng.or Fine Arts

Playwriting will help students develop playwriting skills, which include character development,
research, dramatic structure, conflict, and resolution. In addition, students will study and analyze
both historical and contemporary plays. By the completion of the course, students will have created
a 10 minute play that will be directed, performed, and produced by members of the course. Through
this course, students will refine their collaborative, analytical, interpretive, and problem-solving
skills while deepening their artistic abilities and appreciation of the theatrical arts.
Note: Although this course meets EHS English course requirements and receives EHS English
credit, it does not meet NCAA core course requirements for English.
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Grade 11-12
1 Semester

SCREENWRITING

College Prep or Honors
0.5 Credit- Eng.or Fine Arts

Screenwriting will help students develop the skills necessary for the craft of storytelling through the
moving image. Students will learn such screenwriting skills as character development, narrative
structure and conflict, while also analyzing both classic and contemporary films. Course emphasis
is given to writing short scripts; however, students will also outline and write a full-length movie.
In addition, students will create storyboards and trailers. Through this course, students will refine
their collaborative, analytical, interpretive, and problem-solving skills while deepening their artistic
abilities and appreciation of the film-making medium.
Note: Although this course meets EHS English course requirements and receives EHS English
credit, it does not meet NCAA core course requirements for English.

Grade 11-12
1 Semester

SHAKESPEARE

College Prep or Honors
0.5 Credit- Eng.

In this course, students will read and discuss a variety of Shakespeare’s sonnets and plays. Students
will discuss the elements and themes of Shakespearean comedy and tragedy, often comparing them
to contemporary novels and film versions of the play. Students will apply strategies for reading
complex and challenging texts, as they analyze author’s craft and purpose.

Grade 11-12
1 Semester

SPEECH AND DEBATE

College Prep or Honors
0.5 Credit- Eng.

By gaining a mastery of the spoken word, students will develop the skills necessary for being
successful in all public speaking endeavors. This class will begin by exploring how the body and
voice can be combined with writing to create deep meaning. Students will create, and then conduct,
informative, instructional, persuasive, and research-based speeches. In addition, students will
master the techniques needed for successful interviewing skills. Finally, the course will explore
debate structure and students will participate in formal debates about contemporary issues.
Grade 11-12
1 Semester

UTOPIAN/DYSTOPIAN
LITERATURE

College Prep or Honors
0.5 Credit- Eng.

Can a perfect society ever exist? Utopian/Dystopian Literature focuses on the genre of texts that
explores the political and social message of an author as he or she criticizes some aspect of human
society. A utopia is a perfect world; consequently, a dystopia is a perversion of perfect ideals and
concepts of individual freedom. This course will examine both utopian and dystopian literature and
film, as well as the social and political issues that fuel the creation of such texts. Reading may
include classic dystopian texts as well as more contemporary selections. Additionally, cultural
dystopian elements such as those within modern cults and psychological conditioning examples
become a major focus throughout the semester. Writing will focus on satire as well as ongoing
literary analysis.
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Writing Center and Peer Tutoring Course Descriptions
Grade 10-12
1 Semester

ACADEMIC WRITING: THEORY,
PRACTICE & PEER TUTORING

Honors
0.5 Credit- Eng.

Students will learn about, and write in a variety of genres of academic writing including research
papers, lab reports, narratives, argumentative writing and creative writing. In order to improve their
own writing skills, students will engage in the critical reading of model texts, their own writing, and
learn how to provide feedback to other students through the revision cycle. In addition, students will
learn the essential communication skills needed to provide peer to peer feedback about writing as
they learn about the various writing theories that could be used to support the students in the writing
center. The course provides prerequisite training for students that are interested in working as tutors
in the Knight Centre, EHS’ student-led writing center. *Note: Although this course meets EHS
English course requirements and receives EHS English credit, it does not meet NCAA core course
requirements for English.

Grade 10-12
1 Semester

WRITING CENTER INTERNSHIP

Honors
0.5 Credit- Elective

This course is an internship working at our student led writing center, the Knight Centre. Students
will apply the skills and knowledge learned from Writing Center Theory and Practice to effectively
coach other students in our writing center. In addition, students will be managing the smooth
operation of the student led writing center. Students will collaborate, give feedback, and work with
their peers to ensure that each student coming into the writing center has his/her needs met. In
addition, students will be pushing into classrooms to support writing assignments in progress.
Prerequisite: Academic Writing Theory and Practice (must meet course expectations)

Reading and Writing Support Courses
Grade 9-12
1 Semester

STRATEGIC READING

Pass/Fail
0.5 Credit - Elective

Strategic Reading is a semester-long reading course designed to provide personalized instruction
through specific, targeted reading intervention. Students will practice applying reading strategies to
fiction and nonfiction texts; improving accuracy, fluency and comprehension; and acquiring
vocabulary strategies to build on overall word knowledge. Students will receive Pass/Fail elective
credit at the completion of each semester.
Grade 9-12
1 Semester

STRATEGIC WRITING

Pass/Fail
0.5 Credit - Elective

Strategic Writing is a semester-long intervention course designed to provide targeted instruction in
writing. Students will practice using a variety of writing strategies to develop their own writing
skills. Writing instruction may include writing about reading through journal responses, narrative,
argumentative, or informative pieces of writing. Students will receive Pass/Fail elective credit at the
completion of each semester.
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Grade 9-12
1 Semester

READING SUPPORT

Pass/Fail
0.5 Credit - Elective

Reading Support is a semester-long course designed to provide intensive, targeted instruction for
students in reading. The Wilson Just Words program will be used to provide intervention for
students that have decoding or encoding difficulties. This program is also used to strengthen
vocabulary through prefix, suffix and root word instruction and exploration. Students will receive
Pass/Fail elective credit at the completion of each semester. Students are referred to this program;
please speak to your guidance counselor prior to enrolling in this course.
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FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCE COURSES

Course

Prerequisite(s)

Grade
Offered

Credit(s)

Child Growth and Development

N/A

9-12

Full Year/1.0

Early Childhood Education

Child Growth and Development

11-12

Semester/0.5

Culinary Arts I

N/A

9-12

Semester/0.5

Classic Culinary Cuisine

Culinary Arts I

11-12

Semester/0.5

Baking and Pastry Arts

Culinary Arts I

10-12

Semester/0.5

Culinary Road Warriors

Culinary Arts I

11-12

Semester/0.5

Fashion Design

N/A

9-12

Semester/0.5

Advanced Fashion Design

Fashion Design

10-12

Semester/0.5

Grades 9-12
Full Year

CHILD GROWTH AND
DEVELOPMENT

College Prep
1.0 Credit - FCS

Child Development offers students a greater understanding and knowledge of child growth, child
care, and the many stages of development from conception through teenage years. Studying the
physical, mental, emotional and social aspects of child growth and development can improve one’s
effectiveness when working with children as a future parent, teacher or child care professional. The
optional Empathy Belly TM
 and “Baby Think It Over”™ programs provide opportunities to simulate
the demands of pregnancy and child care. Students will gain hands-on experience as observers and
student teachers in the Little Kids Big Kids Experiential Childcare Laboratory. This class will also
participate in a mentoring program with Kindergarten children.

Grades 11-12
1 Semester

EARLY CHILDHOOD
EDUCATION

College Prep
0.5 Credit - FCS

Interested in a career working with young children? This course focuses on the application of child
development principles and parenting skills. Learn how to guide children in a safe and healthy
environment as a student teacher at the nearby Center School as well as prepare curriculum, teach,
and manage the Little Kids Big Kids Experiential Childcare Laboratory located at Ellington High
School. Topics covered will include types of early education programs, lesson planning, child
observations, childhood nutrition, guiding art, math, science, and language activities, children's
literature, and much more. Students will build a portfolio of class work and other relevant material
useful in early childhood education careers. Emphasis is placed on the students’ initiative,
responsibility and motivation.
Prerequisite: Child Growth and Development or permission of the instructor.
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Grades 9-12
1 Semester

CULINARY ARTS I

College Prep
0.5 Credit - FCS

This course is designed to provide an in-depth knowledge of topics as they relate to food production
with the goal of preparing students to be culinary professionals and able to work in food service
establishments. Primary focus will be placed on methods of preparation, types of cookery, proper
selection of foods relative to nutrition and the use of equipment, knives, and smallwares that will be
used in a professional kitchen.

Grades 11-12
1 Semester

CLASSIC CULINARY CUISINE

College Prep
0.5 Credit - FCS

This course will build upon the basics covered in Culinary Arts I and continue with an emphasis on
management and professionalism. While continuing to learn specific culinary applications related
to food production and service, students will learn management strategies and develop and practice
their skills in both lab and catered settings.
Prerequisite: Culinary Arts I or permission of the instructor

Grades 10-12
1 Semester

BAKING AND PASTRY ARTS

College Prep
0.5 Credit - FCS

This course introduces the students to the world of Baking. Students will learn about proper baking
techniques and prepare a range of baked goods from quick and yeast breads to elaborate specialty
cakes, pastries, and desserts. The students may market their end product as part of the course
requirements.
Prerequisite: Culinary Arts I or permission of the instructor

Grades 11-12
1 Semester

CULINARY ROAD WARRIORS

College Prep
0.5 Credit - FCS

Ever wonder where your recipes came from? This course is designed to navigate the 11 culinary
regions across the United States and identify the cultural, historical, and environmental influences
that help shape the current cuisines offered today. Students will prepare regional dishes using
advanced preparation techniques, food complementation skills, and appropriate food plating and
garnishing. Students will participate in a “Regional Marketplace” where they will prepare and
“sell” their dish in food court fashion.
Prerequisite: C
 ulinary Arts I

Grades 9-12
1 Semester

FASHION DESIGN

College Prep
0.5 Credit - FCS

This course is designed to provide students with an understanding of the role fashion plays in their
lives and the lives of others. Students will learn about the US and global textile apparel industry
from a historical view to 21st Century fashion, including the economics of production and
manufacturing. The impact that fashion designers such as Michael Kors, Vera Wang, Jimmy Choo,
Versace, and Marc Jacobs have on the fashion industry and trends will be a focus, along with
personal and professional lifestyles and career opportunities in textiles and apparel. In addition,
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students will also learn how to construct, alter, and accessorize apparel.

Grades 10-12
1 Semester

ADVANCED FASHION DESIGN

College Prep
0.5 Credit - FCS

This course is a continuation of the Fashion Design course with emphasis placed on providing more
individualized opportunities to extend students’ creativity in designing and building of elaborate
garments. Students will study advanced units in fashion that would include garment design and
production, current trends, the impact of social media and its’ influence on fashion marketing and
advertising, the performance of different textiles, and advanced principles of fashion design
(drapability and color schematics). A minor garment repair shop will be offered to staff for the
purpose of re-fixing buttons, hems, minor zip replacement, and minor size alterations.
Prerequisite: Fashion Design
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HEALTH EDUCATION COURSES
Class of 2023 and beyond
Grade 9
1 Quarter

HEALTH AND WELLNESS 9

College Prep
0.25 Credit - Health

In this comprehensive study of health issues, students will investigate personal wellness and the
relationship between decision-making and personal well-being. This required course challenges the
adolescent to take control of their lifestyle and understand the impact of genetic and environmental
factors. Health is multidimensional and encompasses social, physical, intellectual, career, emotional
and spiritual conditions. Through this course the student will study: wellness concepts, stress
management, mindfulness, coping skills, mental illness, relationships, refusal skills and assertive
communication, vaping prevention, and fitness.

Grade 10
1 Quarter

HEALTH AND WELLNESS 10

College Prep
0.25 Credit - Health

In this comprehensive study of health issues, students will investigate personal wellness and the
relationship between decision-making and personal well-being. This required course challenges the
adolescent to take control of their lifestyle and understand the impact of genetic and environmental
factors. Health is multidimensional and encompasses social, physical, intellectual, career, emotional
and spiritual conditions. The course will place emphasis on how to stay well by developing the
capacity to obtain, process, and understand basic health information and services needed to make
appropriate health decisions. Skills will include accessing valid information, products and services;
goal setting; decision making; using effective interpersonal communication skills; analyzing
internal and external influences; and advocating a healthy position. Topics will include Peer
relationships, conflict resoulstion, human sexuality, sexually transmitted diseases, substance
use/misuse/abuse, sexual harassment, stress and suicide prevention and nutrition.

Grade 11
1 Quarter

HEALTH AND WELLNESS  11

College Prep
0.25 Credit - Health

Students will investigate and practice effective communication skills. Students will also become
sensitive to the needs of their peers and develop skills and attitudes to be more effective in
practicing a health enhancing lifestyle. Students will be taught CPR and first aid skills. If the
student chooses they may elect to become certified.

Grade 12
1 Quarter

HEALTH AND WELLNESS 12

College Prep
0.25 Credit - Health

Students will investigate adult issues associated with personal health evaluation. Students will also
assess the importance of assuming responsibility for personal health behavior and the influence of
media as it relates to informed choices. Students will also develop skills to be able to care,
empathazie, respect and show responsibility for others without bias, abuse, discrimination or
harassment. Finally, students will predict the immediate and long term impact of health decisions
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on the individual, family, and community.

Grades 9-12
1 Semester

EMERGENCY MEDICAL
RESPONDER

College Prep
0.5 Credit - Elective

Becoming certified as an Emergency Medical Responder (EMR) is the first step for anyone
interested in learning more about the emergency response system and in being a first responder.
The EMR is usually the first trained individual who arrives at the scene of an emergency. The
primary focus of an EMR is to initiate immediate lifesaving care to critical patients. EMRs possess
the basic knowledge and skills necessary to provide lifesaving interventions while awaiting
additional EMS response. They also assist higher level providers on scene and during transport.
Topics covered include respiratory emergencies, cardiac problems, strokes, seizures, trauma, and
childbirth emergencies.
Students may enroll in EMR training through the Ellington Volunteer Ambulance Corps or through
another state approved training program. Individuals must be between the ages of 14 and 16 years
of age to start an EMR Program. To receive high school credit, students must provide a copy of the
EMR certification to their guidance counselor. Successful completion of this course will result in a
3-year Connecticut EMR Certification.

Grades 10-12
Full Year

EMERGENCY MEDICAL
TECHNICIAN

College Prep
1.0 Credit - Elective

Becoming certified as an Emergency Medical Technicians (EMT) program provides more advanced
training in a course of 160+ hours that will prepare students for participation in pre-hospital patient
care. EMTs are the first line of treatment providing care that is critical to patient survival. The EMT
course provides instruction in life support skills including assessment of patient condition, airway
management, treatment of bleeding control, shock recognition, and more. The program is a
combination of classroom instruction and 10 hours of clinical observation. The final step in the
program is completion of the National Registry of Emergency Medical Technicians (NREMT)
certification exam.
Students may enroll in EMT training through the Ellington Volunteer Ambulance Corps or through
another state approved training program. Individuals must be a minimum 16 years of age to start the
EMT Program. To receive high school credit, students must successfully provide a copy of the
EMT certification to their guidance counselor. Eighteen year olds who successfully complete the
National Registry of EMTs Exam will be awarded a 3-year National and Connecticut EMT
Certification.
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MATHEMATICS COURSES
The Mathematics Course Chart aligns courses in a proposed sequence to provide each student with
the best possible preparation in mathematics based upon personal interests, needs, and goals.
Flexibility within the math program allows students to move from one sequence to another as
deemed appropriate by the teacher, counselor, parents, and students. Three years of mathematics
are required of all students to qualify for graduation from Ellington High School; however,
students are encouraged to take mathematics every year.
*A graphing calculator (TI 83/84 or TI Nspire) is required for all mathematics courses.
Course

Prerequisite(s)

Grade Offered

Credit(s)

***Algebra I
(CP)

Pre-Algebra

9

Full year/1.0

***Geometry
(CP or Honors)

Algebra I

9, 10

Full year/1.0

***Geometry in
Construction (CP)

Algebra 1

9, 10

Full Year/2.0
1.0 Math, 1.0 TE

***Algebra II
(CP or Honors)

Algebra I

10, 11, 12

Full year/1.0

Pre-Calculus
(CP or Honors)

Algebra I, Geometry & Algebra II

11, 12

Full year/1.0

Calculus
(CP)

Algebra I, Geometry & Algebra II,
Pre-Calculus

11, 12

Full year/1.0

AP
Calculus AB

Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II &
Pre-Calculus

11, 12

Full year/1.0

**ECE/AP
Calculus BC

Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II &
Pre-Calculus

11, 12

Full year/1.0

Probability & Statistics
(CP)

Algebra I, Geometry & Algebra II

11, 12

Semester/0.5

Trigonometry
(CP)

Algebra I, Geometry & Algebra II

11, 12

Semester/0.5

ECE Statistics

Algebra I, Geometry & Algebra II

11, 12

Semester/0.5

**ECE Discrete Math

Algebra I, Geometry & Algebra II

11, 12

Semester/0.5

**If students wish to take both ECE Calculus and ECE Discrete Math, please note that ECE
Discrete math must be completed PRIOR to enrolling in ECE Calculus, per The University of
Connecticut, for students to be eligible for college credit in both courses.
***At any time, students needing additional math support may be concurrently enrolled in a math
plus course.
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Grade 9
Full Year

ALGEBRA 1

College Prep
1.0 Credit - Math

This course emphasizes the language and techniques of Algebra. In this course students will
examine topics such as linear expressions, equations, and inequalities; operations on polynomials,
radical expressions, and an introduction to exponential functions. A TI 83/84 or TI Nspire graphing
calculator is required for all mathematics courses.
Prerequisite: S
 uccessful completion of Pre-Algebra.
Grade 9
1 Semester

ALGEBRA 1 PLUS

College Prep
0.5 Credit - Elective

This is a semester-long course designed to support students in both foundational math content and
skills and current mathematical course content and skills in Algebra I. Students will have a variety
of opportunities throughout the semester to strengthen foundational math skills through specific,
targeted interventions in conjunction with what they are learning in Algebra I. Each semester is
aligned to the Algebra I core course in both foundational knowledge and skill, and current content.
The Algebra I Plus course provides students additional opportunities to: improve prerequisite
common core math skills, receive individual and small group support aligned to their Algebra I
math course, and to strengthen mathematical study.
Note: Students may enroll in one or two semesters of Algebra I Plus for which they will receive
Pass/Fail elective credit. Students must enroll in an Algebra I course in addition to Algebra I Plus.
Grade 9,10
Full Year

GEOMETRY

College Prep
1.0 Credit - Math

This geometry course introduces concepts visually, analytically, inductively, and deductively.
Students are expected to prove geometric concepts, reason effectively, solve problems and think
critically. A TI 83/84 or TI Nspire graphing calculator is required for all mathematics courses.
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Algebra I.
Grades 9-10
Full Year

GEOMETRY IN CONSTRUCTION

College Prep
2 Credits:
1.0 Credit- Math
1.0 Credit- Tech Ed

Advances in science and technology are changing how homes are designed and constructed. This
course will explore mathematical concepts and their connections to the field of construction.
Through a hands-on approach to learning geometry concepts, students will apply their learning to
design and build a physical structure. A TI 83/84 or TI Nspire graphing calculator is required for
all mathematics courses.
Prerequisite: Successful completion of an Algebra I course or equivalent.
Grades 9-10
Full Year

GEOMETRY

Honors
1.0 Credit- Math

This geometry course emphasizes an axiomatic approach in both Geometry and Algebra. Students
develop their ability to do mathematical proofs, reason effectively, solve problems, and think
critically. A TI 83/84 or TI Nspire graphing calculator is required for all mathematics courses.
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Algebra I.
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Grades 9-12
1 Semester

GEOMETRY PLUS

College Prep
.5 Credit- Elective

Geometry Plus is a semester-long course designed to support students in both foundational math
content and skills as well as current mathematical course content and skills in Geometry. Each
semester is aligned to the Geometry core course in both foundational knowledge, skill, and current
content. The Geometry Plus course provides students additional opportunities to: improve
prerequisite common core math skills through targeted interventions, receive individual and small
group support aligned to their Geometry math course, and to strengthen mathematical study and
note taking skills.
Note: Students may enroll in one or two semesters of Geometry Plus for which they will receive
Pass/Fail elective credit. Students must enroll in a Geometry course in addition to Geometry Plus.
Grades 10-12
Full Year

ALGEBRA 2

College Prep
1.0 Credit- Math

This course is a continuation of topics from Algebra I and Geometry and will be using a
discovery-based method of instruction. Topics include the study of linear and quadratic functions,
polynomial functions and their graphs, solving systems of equations and inequalities, matrices,
factoring techniques, and rational expressions. Algebraic problem solving, rigorous notation and
analytic geometry are emphasized. A TI 83/84 or TI Nspire graphing calculator is required for all
mathematics courses.
Prerequisites: Successful completion of Algebra I and either successful completion of Geometry or
concurrent enrollment in Geometry.
Grades 10-11
Full Year

ALGEBRA 2

Honors
1.0 Credit- Math

Honors Algebra II continues and expands upon the study of linear functions, inequalities,
polynomials functions, radicals and exponents. New topics include: systems of linear equations in
two and three variables, systems of inequalities, rational exponents and functions, higher order
radicals, polynomials and factoring, polynomial and rational functions, quadratic equations,
functions, and inequalities. An introduction to exponential and logarithmic functions is also
included. A TI 83/84 or TI Nspire graphing calculator is required for all mathematics courses.
Prerequisites: Either successful completion of Algebra I and successful completion of Geometry or
concurrent enrollment in Geometry.
Grades 10-12
Full Year

ALGEBRA 2 PLUS

College Prep
0.5 Credit- Elective

Algebra II Plus is a semester-long course designed to support students in both foundational math
content and skills and current mathematical course content and skill in Algebra II. Students will
have a variety of opportunities throughout the semester to strengthen foundational math skills
through specific, targeted intervention blocks in conjunction with what they are learning in Algebra
II. Each semester is aligned to the Algebra II core course in both foundational knowledge and skill,
and current content. The Algebra II Plus course provides students additional opportunities to:
improve prerequisite common core math skills, receive individual and small group support aligned
to their Algebra II math course, and to strengthen mathematical study and note taking skills.
Students may enroll in one or two semesters of Algebra II Plus for which they will receive Pass/Fail
elective credit. Students must enroll in an Algebra II course in addition to Algebra II Plus.
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Grades 11-12
Full Year

PRECALCULUS

College Prep
1.0 Credit- Math

This precalculus course builds upon Algebra and Geometry through studies of analytical
trigonometry, analytical geometry, polynomials, exponential functions, rational expressions and
equations, logarithmic functions, and an introduction to calculus. There will also be a focus on the
application of those topics and the use of technology. A TI 83/84 or TI Nspire graphing calculator
is required for all mathematics courses.
Prerequisites: Successful completion of Algebra I, Geometry and Algebra II.

Grades 11-12
Full Year

PRECALCULUS

Honors
1.0 Credit- Math

This precalculus course is designed for students who may wish to study higher levels of
mathematics and science at the college level. Topics of study include techniques, applications, and
theory of polynomial, exponential, logarithmic, rational, and trigonometric functions; as well as
analytic trigonometry. A TI 83/84 or TI Nspire graphing calculator is required for all mathematics
courses.
Prerequisites: Successful completion of Algebra 1, Geometry and Algebra II.

Grades 11-12
Full Year

CALCULUS

College Prep
1.0 Credit- Math

This calculus course is the study of rate of change, derivatives and a review of trigonometry. This
class focuses on the foundations of calculus with an emphasis on application. Topics will be
presented geometrically, numerically, and algebraically, in order to prepare students for the first
semester of college calculus. A TI 83/84 or TI Nspire graphing calculator is required for all
mathematics courses.
Prerequisites: Successful completion of Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II and Pre-Calculus.

Grade 11-12
Full Year

AP CALCULUS AB

AP
1.0 Credit- Math

This Calculus course covers approximately one semester of college freshman calculus are taught
with an emphasis on both theory and application of derivatives and integrals. The AP course covers
topics in these areas, including concepts and skills of limits, derivatives, definite integrals, and the
Fundamental Theorem of Calculus. Qualified students are encouraged to take the College Board
Advanced Placement AB examination. A TI 83/84 or TI Nspire graphing calculator is required for
all mathematics courses.
Prerequisites: Successful completion of Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II and Precalculus.
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Grades 11-12
Full Year

UCONN ECE/AP
CALCULUS BC

ECE/AP
1.0 Credit- Math

This Calculus course covers the topics of single variable calculus on a level compatible with the
standards set by the UConn Early College Experience (ECE) Program. Study includes all topics in
the UConn curriculum for M1131Q Calculus (completed by mid-year) as well as additional topics
in the AP Calculus BC curriculum. AP Calculus BC is roughly equivalent to both first and second
semester college calculus courses and extends the content learned in AP Calculus AB to different
types of equations, integration techniques, and introduces the topic of sequences and series.
Emphasis will be on both theory and application of derivatives and integrals. University credit, in
addition to high school credit may be given for this UConn ECE Program course. All prospective
students must first contact their counselor and the instructor before registering. See “Early College
Experience”. In addition, qualified students are encouraged to take the College Board Advanced
Placement BC examination. A TI 83/84 or TI Nspire graphing calculator is required for all
mathematics courses.
Prerequisites: Successful completion of Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II and Pre-Calculus.
**If students wish to take both ECE Calculus and ECE Discrete Math, please note that ECE
Discrete math must be completed PRIOR to enrolling in ECE Calculus, per The University of
Connecticut, for students to be eligible for college credit in both courses.

Grades 11-12
1 Semester

PROBABILITY AND STATISTICS

College Prep
0.5 Credit-Math

Students will use statistics and probability to study patterns and departures from patterns. This
course is designed to expose students to statistical methods of collecting, analyzing and testing data,
and making inferences from the data. Additionally, students will work with permutations,
combinations, and the binomial theorem as applied to probability. Throughout the course, real
world scenarios will be presented to students so they understand the importance and rationale for
studying statistics; many will appear in the form of authentic case studies and will cover a variety of
content including, the sciences, business, computers, demographics, economics and finance,
education, engineering, entertainment, food and nutrition, medicine, law and political science.
Topics include graphs, frequency tables, measures of central tendency, measures of variation,
statistical distribution, hypothesis testing, and probability. Technology and manipulatives will be
incorporated on a regular basis in class and on assessments. A TI 83/84 or TI Nspire graphing
calculator is required for all mathematics courses.
Prerequisites: Successful completion of Algebra I, Geometry and Algebra II
Grades 11-12
1 Semester

TRIGONOMETRY

College Prep
0.5 Credit- Math

Trigonometry is a field of mathematics in which the geometric properties of the angles of triangles
are used to measure lengths. This semester length course will cover the foundations of
trigonometry in right triangles, understanding the unit circle and circular definitions of
trigonometric functions, and applications of trigonometry in problem solving. Trigonometry may
be taken concurrently with Pre-Calculus, Calculus (any level), Probability & Statistics, ECE
Statistics, or ECE Discrete Math. A TI 83/84 or TI Nspire graphing calculator is required for all
mathematics courses.
Prerequisites: Successful completion of Algebra I, Geometry and Algebra II
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Grades 11-12
1 Semester (Fall)

ECE DISCRETE MATH

ECE
0.5 Credit- Math

This course is offered in conjunction with the University of Connecticut Early College Experience
(ECE) program. This course emphasizes problem solving through the following concepts: voting
methods, apportionment methods, mathematics of money and finance, counting principles and
probability, graph theory. UConn credit will be granted to pre-registered students with a grade of C
or better. Students are individually responsible for costs associated with the University of
Connecticut. A TI 83/84 or TI Nspire graphing calculator is required for all mathematics courses.
Prerequisites: Successful completion of Algebra I, Geometry and Algebra II
**If students wish to take both ECE Calculus and ECE Discrete Math, please note that ECE
Discrete math must be completed PRIOR to enrolling in ECE Calculus, per The University of
Connecticut, for students to be eligible for college credit in both courses.

Grades 11-12
1 Semester (Spring)

ECE STATISTICS

ECE
0.5 Credit- Math

This course is offered in conjunction with the University of Connecticut Early College Experience
(ECE) program. This course considers a standard approach to statistical analysis primarily for
students of business and economics. Topics of study include elementary probability, sampling
distributions, confidence intervals and hypothesis testing, regression and correlation, exploratory
data analysis. Statistical functions of the graphing calculator are integrated into the coursework. The
TI-84 Plus or TI Nspire graphing calculator are required for this course, and statistics via personal
computers will also be explored. UConn credit will be granted to pre-registered students with a
grade of C or better. Students are individually responsible for costs associated with the University
of Connecticut.
Prerequisites: Successful completion of Algebra I, Geometry and Algebra II
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MUSIC COURSES
Course

Grade(s) Offered

Credit(s)

Unified Music

9-12

Semester/0.5

History of Musical Theater

9-12

Semester/0.5

Music Production

9-12

Semester/0.5

Popular Music

9-12

Semester/0.5

Songwriting

9-12

Semester/0.5

Music Theory

9-12

Full Year/1.0

AP Music Theory

9-12

Full Year/1.0
AP

Beginning Guitar

9-12

Semester/0.5

Intermediate Guitar

9-12

Semester/0.5

Chorale

9-12

Full Year/1.0

Drop the Bass

9-12

Full Year:
Afterschool/0.5/P/F

Treble Chorus

10-12

Full Year/1.0

Vocal Ensemble

10-12

Full Year/1.0

Steel Drum Band

9-12

Semester/0.5

Concert Band

9-12

Full Year/1.0

Wind Ensemble

9-12

Full Year:
Afterschool/0.5/P/F

Jazz Band

9-12

Full Year/1.0

ECE Music Appreciation

9-12

Semester/0.5

Grades 9-12
1 Semester

UNIFIED MUSIC

College Prep
0.5 Credit - Fine Arts

This is an inclusive, experiential music course specific to special needs students. Traditional
education students will also enroll in the class to act as peer mentors and will gain knowledge and
build partnerships with students, while fostering important and meaningful relationships through
music. The class will focus on movement to music, singing, theatrics, technology and basic in-class
performance coupled with experimentation between different genres and equipment.
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Grades 9-12
1 Semester

HISTORY OF MUSICAL
THEATER

College Prep
0.5 Credit - Fine Arts

This course is a survey of the history of American musical theater, its origins, development and
relevance in society. Students will watch a variety of influential musicals and learn about important
composers, lyricists, producers, directors and choreographers who have contributed to the
development of the musical. The primary focus will be the stage, though the influence and interplay
between Broadway and Hollywood will also be discussed.

Grades 9-12
1 Semester

MUSIC PRODUCTION

College Prep
0.5 Credit - Fine Arts

This course provides an introduction to the basic principles, procedures and techniques of music
production. Students will learn to use the software program Pro Tools to manipulate and synthesize
both prerecorded and live sounds for their own original compositions.

Grades 9-12
1 Semester

POPULAR MUSIC

College Prep
0.5 Credit - Fine Arts

This course is open to any student who is interested in music. This course examines popular music
from its roots to what is currently being played on the radio. Genres include Folk, Blues, Jazz,
Country, R&B, Rock, Worldbeat and Rap. Discussion topics will include famous people, important
places and events, and we will listen to the most influential songs. Students will also talk about
current events in the music industry.

Grades 9-12
1 Semester

SONGWRITING

College Prep
0.5 Credit - Fine Arts

This course provides an introduction to the basic principles, procedures and techniques of
songwriting and composing, including lyrics, melody, and harmony. Students will explore and
experiment with a variety of songwriting and compositional strategies in creating their own music.
Students will also become familiar with the work of a variety of important songwriters and
composers.

Grades 9-12
Full Year

MUSIC THEORY

Honors
1.0 Credit - Fine Arts

This course is intended for students who are interested in studying music theory. Topics covered in
this course include pitch, scales, major and minor keys, modes, simple and compound meters,
intervals, triads, seventh chords, cadences, phrases, chorale harmonization, figured bass, and form.
Students will learn about analysis and composition as well as build their aural skills including
melodic and harmonic dictation.
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Grades 9-12
Full Year

ADVANCED
PLACEMENT MUSIC
THEORY

AP
1.0 Credit - Fine Arts

This course is intended for advanced students who are interested in studying music theory in
preparation for the Advanced Placement Examination. Qualified students are encouraged to take
this examination in May. Topics covered in this course include pitch, scales, major and minor keys,
modes, simple and compound meters, intervals, triads, seventh chords, cadences, phrases, chorale
harmonization, figured bass, and form. Students will learn about analysis and composition as well
as build their aural skills including melodic and harmonic dictation.
Prerequisite: s uccessful completion of Music Theory or teacher recommendation.
Grades 9-12
1 Semester

BEGINNING GUITAR

College Prep
0.5 Credit - Fine Arts

This course is intended for beginning guitarists with no prior experience. Students with a beginning
level of proficiency will also be accepted in the class. Students will learn how to read various forms
of guitar notation including tablature. Classes will be a combination of building technical skills,
learning notated music, and learning to care for the guitar. Students will work independently as well
as with other students and as a class.

Grades 9-12
1 Semester

INTERMEDIATE GUITAR

College Prep
0.5 Credit - Fine Arts

This course is intended for students who have completed beginning guitar or guitarists with some
prior experience. Students with prior experience will meet with the teacher to determine an
appropriate placement. Students will expand their music reading skills in guitar notation, including
standard notation and tablature by performing music that is more complex than beginning guitar.
Classes will be a combination of building technical skills, learning notated music, expanding the
chord library and playing more challenging chord progressions. Students will learn independently,
as well as with other students and as a class.

Grades 9-12
Full Year

CHORALE

College Prep
1.0 Credit - Fine Arts

This ensemble is open to any student with a desire to sing. The Chorale sings a variety of music
ranging from Classical to Spirituals. Emphasis is placed on the fundamentals of ensemble singing,
including blend, balance, pitch and rhythmic accuracy, pronunciation, diction, expression and
interpretation. The group performs in at least one concert each semester. Participation in all dress
rehearsals and performances is mandatory. Every year, Music Department ensembles participate in
auditions and festivals.

Grades 9-12
Full Year/After School Class

DROP THE BASS

Pass/Fail
0.5 Credit - Fine Arts

This ensemble meets once per week after school at a time that will be determined and is open to all
students who demonstrate the ability to sing in the tenor or bass range. Drop the Bass sings a variety

64

of music ranging from 1950s Doo-Wop to Modern Pop. Emphasis is placed on the fundamentals of
ensemble singing, including blend, balance, pitch and rhythmic accuracy, pronunciation, diction,
expression and interpretation. The group performs in at least one concert each semester.
Participation in all dress rehearsals and performances is mandatory. Every year, Music Department
ensembles participate in auditions and festivals.

Grades 10-12
Full Year

TREBLE CHORUS

Honors
1.0 Credit - Fine Arts

This select treble ensemble is open to any sophomore, junior or senior student who demonstrates an
exemplary ability to sing, though previous experience is not necessary to audition. The Treble
Chorus sings a variety of music from the treble literature ranging from Classical to Jazz, both
accompanied and a cappella. Emphasis is placed on blend, balance, pitch and rhythmic accuracy,
vocal technique, tone quality, pronunciation, diction, expression and interpretation. The group
performs in at least one concert each semester as well as at additional school and non-school events.
Participation in all dress rehearsals and performances is mandatory. All students will prepare a piece
for adjudication in the fall. Every year, Music Department ensembles participate in auditions and
festivals. Placement in this ensemble is by audition.

Grades 10-12
Full Year

VOCAL ENSEMBLE

Honors
1.0 Credit - Fine Arts

This select ensemble is open to any sophomore, junior or senior student who demonstrates an
exemplary ability to sing, though previous experience is not necessary to audition. The Vocal
Ensemble sings a variety of challenging music ranging from Classical to Jazz, both accompanied
and a cappella. Emphasis is placed on blend, balance, pitch and rhythmic accuracy, vocal
technique, tone quality, pronunciation, diction, expression and interpretation. The group performs in
at least one concert each semester as well as at additional school and non-school events.
Participation in all dress rehearsals and performances is mandatory. All students will prepare a
piece for adjudication in the fall. Every year, Music Department ensembles participate in auditions
and festivals. Placement in this ensemble is by audition.

Grades 9-12
1 Semester

STEEL DRUM BAND

College Prep
0.5 Credit - Fine Arts

This course is open to all students who are interested in learning about steel drum music, and
learning how to play steel drum instruments. The course will focus on basic music reading skills,
transcription, and sight-reading. Prior musical experience is encouraged but not required. Students
will perform simple songs and calypsos accurately and artistically. Students will have the
opportunity to perform songs outside of the class and in public performances. Every year, Music
Department ensembles participate in auditions and festivals. Participation in all dress rehearsals and
concerts is mandatory.

Grades 9-12
Full Year

CONCERT BAND
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College Prep
1.0 Credit - Fine Arts

This course is open to all students who are proficient on a band instrument as determined by the
Director of Instrumental Music. The concert band is linked to the marching cadre during the fall and
spring and marches at various parades. Throughout the rest of the year the concert band performs on
a regular basis both within and outside the community. Assessments on instrumental skill
development are given and daily practice is expected. Participation in all evening rehearsals, dress
rehearsals and performances is mandatory. Every year, Music Department ensembles participate in
auditions and
Grades 9-12
Full Year/After School Class

WIND ENSEMBLE

Pass/Fail
0.5 Credit - Fine Arts

This select group meets once per week after school at a time that will be determined and is open to
all students who demonstrate an exemplary ability to perform in an instrumental ensemble. This
course will focus on advanced musical skills required of a small ensemble. Throughout the year the
wind ensemble performs on a regular basis both within and outside the community. This class
focuses on advanced musicianship and reading skills, as well as ensemble playing. Participation in
all dress rehearsals and performances is mandatory. All students will prepare a solo piece for
adjudication in the fall. Every year, Music Department ensembles participate in auditions and
festivals. Participation in marching band is encouraged. Placement in this ensemble is by audition.
Note: Students will receive Pass/Fail credit for this course.

Grade 9-12
Full Year

JAZZ BAND

Honors
1.0 Credit- Fine Arts

This select course is open to all students who have reached an advanced level of proficiency on a
band instrument as determined by the Director of Instrumental Music. Throughout the year, the jazz
band performs on a regular basis both within and outside the community, including spring jazz
festivals and concert performances. Student work focuses on advanced musicianship, reading skills,
improvisation, and ensemble playing as part of the program. Daily practice and assessment of skill
development are to be expected. Participation in all dress rehearsals and performances is
mandatory. Every year, Music Department ensembles participate in auditions and festivals.
Participation in marching band is encouraged. Placement in this ensemble is by audition.

Grade 9-12
Semester

ECE MUSIC APPRECIATION

ECE
0.5 Credits Music Dept.

This course is designed to give students an introduction to listening to music, describing what they
hear, and appreciating music. The primary focus will be on Western music, but other forms of
music such as Jazz, 20th century music, Folk, Latin American, and other World Music will also be
explored. Students who take this course do not need to have any prior experience in music.

66

PHYSICAL EDUCATION COURSES
The Ellington High School PE department seeks to educate all students to their academic &
physical potential. Focus is placed on the principles of sportsmanship, rules interpretation, motor
skill development and physical fitness, encouraging students to lead a physically active lifestyle.
Below are the requirements for PE at Ellington High School:
● Class of 2021 & 2022: A student must pass two semesters, for a total of one credit of
physical education in order to satisfy his/her graduation requirement. Students are expected
to be prepared and to participate to the best of their ability.
● Class of 2023 and beyond: A student must pass four quarters, for a total of one credit of
physical education in order to satisfy his/her graduation requirement. Two of these quarter
credits must be PE 9 and PE 10, the other two quarters will be PE elective credits.
All students enrolled in a PE course will be required to participate in the CT Physical Fitness
Assessment, which includes the mile run, sit-and-reach, curl-ups, and push-ups.
Long-term excuse: A written statement from the family doctor should be provided if a student is
unable to participate due to illness or injury for more than one school day.
Daily Excuse: The school nurse, prior to class, must confirm all family and doctor excuses.
Class of 2021 & 2022
Course

Grade(s) Offered

Credit(s)

Physical Education I

9

Semester/0.5

Physical Education II

10

Semester/0.5

11-12

Semester/0.5

10

Semester/0.5

Unified Physical Education

11-12

Semester/0.5

Yoga for Health and Fitness

11-12

Semester/0.5

Self Defense

11-12

Semester/0.5

Fitness
Lifetime Activities

Grade 9
1 Semester

PHYSICAL EDUCATION I

College Prep
0.5 Credit - PE

This PE course is a requirement for all students in grade 9. It is designed to meet the needs of all
students through individualized and group instruction with emphasis placed on the improvement of
motor skills and the ability to work collaboratively with others. Units covered will include but are
not limited to: Flag football, Ultimate Frisbee, Archery, Badminton, Pickleball, Volleyball, and the
CT Physical Fitness Assessment. In addition students will be taught how to administer CPR.
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Grade 10
1 Semester

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
II

College Prep
0.5 Credit - PE

This elective course is only available to students who have already earned credit in PE I. The
concepts and skills from PE I are expanded upon in PE II. Students will be required to demonstrate
a more advanced understanding of the rules and regulations of each sport as compared to PE I.
Emphasis in this course will be on team strategies, refinement of motor skills, sportsmanship and
in-class tournaments. Students will have the opportunity to officiate their peers during some
activities. Units covered: Flag football, Ultimate Frisbee, Badminton, Pickleball, Volleyball,
Fitness, Tennis, and the CT Physical Fitness Assessment.
Grades 11-12
1 Semester

FITNESS

College Prep
0.5 Credit - PE

This elective course is only available to students who have already earned one full credit in PE.
Focus will be placed on the components of physical fitness: cardiovascular endurance, muscular
strength, muscular endurance, flexibility and body composition. Students will develop
individualized fitness programs to meet their personal goals. This physically challenging course
will offer aerobic workouts, circuit training, speed training, group fitness activities, yoga, resistance
training, and the CT Physical Fitness Assessment. Students will be required to read articles on
fitness related topics and will participate in a variety of training methods during the semester.
Training principles related to injury prevention will be practiced, as well as how to safely use
equipment in a fitness facility.

Grade 11-12
1 Semester

LIFETIME ACTIVITIES

College Prep
0.5 Credit - PE

This elective course is only available to students who have already earned credit in PE I. The units
covered are activities that can be enjoyed for a lifetime. Basic game concepts, strategies and skills
will be taught. Focus will be placed on the improvement of motor skills, collaborative experiences,
and personal well being. Units covered: Ping Pong, Yoga, Archery, Backyard games (Croquet, Kan
Jam, Lasso Golf), Circus Arts (Juggling, Stilts, Spin Jammers), Tennis, Frisbee Golf, Badminton,
Power Walking, and the CT Physical Fitness Assessment. Students will be evaluated based on their
daily participation and written unit quizzes.

Grades 11-12
1 Semester

UNIFIED PHYSICAL
EDUCATION

College Prep
0.5 Credit - PE

This elective course is only available to students who have earned 1 full credit in physical
education, fulfilling their graduation requirement. This class will follow the Special Olympics
model for physical education emphasizing: cooperation, problem solving, and forming relationships
between peers. Student-leaders work and team up with students with disabilities to create a
supportive learning environment while engaging in physical education activities. Key focus points
will include motor development, exercise science, physical activity, movement & wellness
concepts, safety issues, physical and mental fitness. Unified PE encourages growth through
interaction with others in individual and team activities and the development of leadership and life
skills, along with an appreciation for differences amongst the student body. Interested students will
be required to complete an application process to be accepted into this course.
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Grades 11 and 12
Semester

SELF DEFENSE

College Prep
.5 credit PE

In this course students will focus on self-defense tactics, concepts, and strategies. Students will
engage in specific physical defense movements as well as research and present to peers additional
safety options. Students will learn how to de-escalate conflict situations both verbally and
tactically.
Class of 2023 and beyond
Course

Grade(s) Offered

Credit(s)

Physical Education 9

9

Quarter/0.25

Physical Education 10

10

Quarter/0.25

Physical Education Elective

11

Quarter/0.25

Physical Education Elective

12

Quarter/0.25

Grade 9
1 Quarter

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 9
Outdoor Activities

College Prep
0.25 Credit - PE

This PE course is a requirement for all students in grade 9. It is designed to meet the needs of all
students through individualized and group instruction with emphasis placed on the improvement of
motor skills and the ability to work collaboratively with others. Unit may include but are not
limited to: Flag football, Ultimate Frisbee, Archery, Tennis, and the CT Physical Fitness
Assessment.

Grade 10
1 Quarter

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
10 Indoor Activities

College Prep
0.25 Credit - PE

This PE course is a requirement for all students in grade 10. It is designed to meet the needs of all
students through individualized and group instruction with emphasis placed on the improvement of
motor skills and the ability to work collaboratively with others. Units may include but are not
limited to: Badminton, Pickleball, Volleyball, Yoga, Ping-Pong, Fitness and the CT Physical
Fitness Assessment.
Grades 11-12
1 Quarter

FITNESS

College Prep
0.25 Credit - PE

This elective course is only available to students who have already earned one full credit in PE.
Focus will be placed on the components of physical fitness: cardiovascular endurance, muscular
strength, muscular endurance, flexibility and body composition. Students will develop
individualized fitness programs to meet their personal goals. This physically challenging course
will offer aerobic workouts, circuit training, speed training, group fitness activities, yoga, resistance
training, and the CT Physical Fitness Assessment. Students will be required to read articles on
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fitness related topics and will participate in a variety of training methods during the semester.
Training principles related to injury prevention will be practiced, as well as how to safely use
equipment in a fitness facility.

Grade 11-12
1 Quarter

OUTDOOR LIFETIME
ACTIVITIES

College Prep
0.25 Credit - PE

This elective course is only available to students who have already earned credit in PE I. The units
covered are activities that can be enjoyed for a lifetime. Basic game concepts, strategies and skills
will be taught. Focus will be placed on the improvement of motor skills, collaborative experiences,
and personal well being. Units that may be covered: Archery, Backyard games (Croquet, Kan Jam,
Lasso Golf, Corn Hole), Tennis, Frisbee Golf, PowerWalking, and the CT Physical Fitness
Assessment. Students will be evaluated based on their daily participation and written unit quizzes.
Grade 11-12
1 Quarter

INDOOR LIFETIME
ACTIVITIES

College Prep
0.25 Credit - PE

This elective course is only available to students who have already earned credit in PE I. The units
covered are activities that can be enjoyed for a lifetime. Basic game concepts, strategies and skills
will be taught. Focus will be placed on the improvement of motor skills, collaborative experiences,
and personal well being. Units that may be covered: Ping Pong, Yoga, Circus Arts (Juggling, Stilts,
Spin Jammers), Badminton, Power Walking, and the CT Physical Fitness Assessment. Students
will be evaluated based on their daily participation and written unit quizzes.
Grades 11-12
1 Quarter

UNIFIED PHYSICAL
EDUCATION

College Prep
0.25 Credit - PE

This elective course is only available to students who have earned 1 full credit in physical
education, fulfilling their graduation requirements. This class will follow the Special Olympics
model for physical education emphasizing: cooperation, problem solving, and forming relationships
between peers. Student-leaders work and team up with students with disabilities to create a
supportive learning environment while engaging in physical education activities. Key focus points
will include motor development, exercise science, physical activity, movement & wellness
concepts, safety issues, physical and mental fitness. Unified PE encourages growth through
interaction with others in individual and team activities and the development of leadership and life
skills, along with an appreciation for differences amongst the student body. Interested students will
be required to complete an application process to be accepted into this course.

Grade 11-12
1 Quarter

SELF DEFENSE

College Prep
0.25 Credit - PE

In this course students will focus on self-defense tactics, concepts, and strategies. Students will
engage in specific physical defense movements as well as research and present to peers additional
safety options. Students will learn how to de-escalate conflict situations both verbally and
tactically.
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Grades 11-12
1 Semester

YOGA FOR HEALTH
AND FITNESS

College Prep
0.5 Credit - PE

This is an elective course open to 11th and 12th grade students. If you're a teenager looking to to
stay fit and healthy- mentally, physically and emotionally this is the class for you! This course is
designed to introduce postures, breathing techniques, and relaxation methods of Vinyasa flow yoga.
Through this course, students will build a flexible strong body, dissolve tensions, and improve body
composition. Participation will also improve one’s psychological/mental well being by increasing
both self confidence, mental clarity and mindfulness. Over the course of the class, students will
progress from a beginner’s level to the more advanced stage of Power yoga.
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SCIENCE COURSES
A high-quality science education means that students will develop an in-depth understanding of
content and develop key skills—communication, collaboration, inquiry, problem solving, and
flexibility—that will serve them throughout their educational and professional lives. Course
offerings fall under major areas of study: Life, Physical, Earth and Space Science and General
Science.
For the class of 2023 and beyond three credits of science including: Inquiry & Exploration in
Physical Science, Biology and Earth & Space Science are required of all students to qualify for
graduation from Ellington High School; each of these courses should be completed prior to the
spring of Junior year due to state mandated testing.
For the classes of 2021 and 2022 three credits of science including Biology are required to
graduate.
Students may take multiple science classes concurrently; preference for enrollment given to grade
12 and grade 11 students. All students are encouraged to take four years of science, particularly if
they are interested in pursuing STEM fields after high school.
For the Class of 2023 and beyond:
Course Title

Prerequisite(s)

Grade(s)

Credit(s)

Concentration

*Inquiry & Exploration in
Physical Science

N/A

9

1.0/Full Year

Physical

*Biology

IEPS

10, 11

1.0/Full Year

Life

Chemistry

IEPS, Algebra 1

10, 11, 12

1.0/Full Year

Physical

*Earth & Space Science

IEPS

10, 11, 12

0.5/Semester

Earth & Space

Environmental Science

IEPS

10, 11,
12,

0.5/Semester

General

Forensics

IEPS

10, 11, 12

0.5/Semester

General

**AP Biology

IEPS, Biology &
Chemistry

11, 12

1.0/Full Year

Life

**AP Chemistry

IEPS, Algebra 1,
Algebra 2 & Chemistry

11, 12

1.0/Full Year

Physical

**AP Environmental Science

IEPS, Biology &
Chemistry

11, 12

1.0/Full Year

General

Anatomy & Physiology

Biology & Chemistry

11, 12

1.0/Full Year

Life

Physics

IEPS, Algebra 1 &
***Algebra 2

11, 12

1.0/Full Year

Physical
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ECE Physics

IEPS, Algebra 1 &
Algebra 2

11, 12

1.0/Full Year

Physical

*Required courses for graduation, to be completed prior to spring of Junior year
**AP science courses may require summer work
***Successful completion or concurrent enrollment in Algebra 2
Inquiry & Exploration in Physical Science, Earth & Space Science, Environmental Science and
Forensics are all offered heterogeneously for credit at either the College Prep or Honors level. Any
level changes must be completed by the first mid-marking period.

For the Classes of 2021, and 2022
Course Title

Prerequisite(s)

Grade(s)

Credit(s)

Concentration

Inquiry & Exploration in
Physical Science

N/A

9

1.0/Full Year

Physical

*Biology

IEPS

10

1.0/Full Year

Life

Chemistry

Algebra 1

10, 11, 12

1.0/Full Year

Physical

Earth & Space Science

Biology

10, 11, 12

0.5/Semester

Earth & Space

Environmental Science

Biology

10, 11, 12

0.5/Semester

General

Forensics

Biology

10, 11, 12

0.5/Semester

General

Science in the Media

IPES

10, 11, 12

0.5/Semester

General

**AP Biology

Biology & Chemistry

11, 12

1.0/Full Year

Life

**AP Chemistry

Algebra 1, Algebra 2,
Biology & Chemistry

11, 12

1.0/Full Year

Physical

**AP Environmental Science

Biology & Chemistry

11, 12

1.0/Full Year

General

Anatomy & Physiology

Biology & Chemistry

11, 12

1.0/Full Year

Life

Physics

Algebra 1 &
***Algebra 2

11, 12

1.0/Full Year

Physical

ECE Physics

Algebra 1 & Algebra 2

11, 12

1.0/Full Year

Physical

*Biology is a required course for graduation
**AP science courses may require summer work
***Successful completion or concurrent enrollment in Algebra 2
Inquiry & Exploration in Physical Science, Earth & Space Science, Environmental Science and
Forensics are all offered heterogeneously for credit at either the College Prep or Honors level. Any
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level changes must be completed by the first mid-marking period.

Grade 9
Full Year

INQUIRY & EXPLORATION IN
PHYSICAL SCIENCE

College Prep or Honors
1.0 Credit - Sci

This course provides opportunities for students to engage in the investigation and application of the
physical sciences. We will explore the relationship between matter and energy while focusing on
the general concepts of chemistry and physics. Students will delve into and design solutions to
authentic problems based on laboratory explorations. Focus topics emphasize the interdisciplinary
nature of science and its role in innovation and solving local and global issues.

Grade 10
Full Year

BIOLOGY

College Prep
1.0 Credit - Sci

This course will introduce students to the concepts of molecular and cellular biology, metabolism,
cell reproduction, genetics,and evolution. Through phenomena-based units and student-centered
inquiry, students will explore the unity and diversity of living organisms, how they function, and
how they interact with their environment. This course will focus on current biological concepts as
described in the Next Generation Science Standards. Students are expected to apply, analyze,
synthesize, and evaluate scientific knowledge. In addition, there will be an emphasis on effective
reasoning, thinking, and problem solving, which facilitates students’ scientific literacy an
increasingly science-oriented world.

Grade 10
Full Year

BIOLOGY

Honors
1.0 Credit - Sci

The Honors Biology course is designed to cover complex biological concepts of molecular and
cellular biology, metabolism, cell reproduction, genetics,and evolution. Through phenomena-based
units and student-centered inquiry, students will explore the unity and diversity of living organisms,
how they function, and how they interact with their environment. This course will focus on current
biological concepts as described in the Next Generation Science Standards. The rigors of this course
require students to work independently outside the classroom to prepare and participate in a
variety of collaborative work. This course necessitates a strong commitment by students interested
in life science. Students will be challenged to enhance their comprehension of each biological
concept studied by engaging with complex text/readings and lab experiences. In addition, there will
be an emphasis on effective reasoning, thinking, and problem solving, which facilitates students’
scientific literacy an increasingly science-oriented world.

Grade 10-12
Full Year

CHEMISTRY

College Prep
1.0 Credit - Sci

This course provides students with opportunities to investigate phenomena in the real world related
to the nature and interactions of matter and energy. Through looking at real world scenarios,
problems, and challenges this course studies topics such as: atomic structure, matter and energy,
chemical formulas and bonding, chemical reactions and equations, nuclear chemistry, the mole and
stoichiometry. Students are taught mathematical applications, laboratory methods necessary for a
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solid background in basic chemistry.

Grade 10-12
Full Year

CHEMISTRY

Honors
1.0 Credit - Sci

This course provides students with opportunities to investigate phenomena in the real world related
to the nature and interactions of matter and energy. This course studies topics such as: atomic
structure, matter and energy, chemical formulas and bonding, chemical reactions, nuclear
chemistry, and equations, the mole and stoichiometry with an emphasis in examining real world
scenarios and challenges. Students will develop the laboratory skills necessary for a solid
background in chemistry. Honors chemistry students are expected to be highly motivated, have
strong mathematical skills and to be able to work independently outside the classroom.

Grade 10-12
1 Semester

EARTH & SPACE SCIENCE

College Prep or Honors
0.5 Credit - Sci

This course focuses on the study of space and the geologic and atmospheric forces that shape our
world. Students will learn about the history of the earth and the universe, space exploration, plate
tectonics, and the role of earthquakes in determining the internal structure of the Earth. Students
will use and produce models, collaborate on projects and engage in investigations to demonstrate
understanding throughout the course. Upon completion of the course, students will have a clear
understanding of the dynamic forces at work in the world around them.

Grade 10-12
1 Semester

ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE

College Prep or Honors
0.5 Credit - Sci

This course serves as an introduction to the human impact on our environment. Specific topics that
will be covered include: loss of biodiversity, water and air pollution, climate change, waste
management, and the growth of the human population and its effect on the planet. Students will
understand the interdisciplinary nature of environmental science and utilize technology to research
about the causes and effects of these topics on our world and work to design solutions to
environmental issues.

Grade 10-12
1 Semester

FORENSICS

College Prep or Honors
0.5 Credit - Sci

This course focuses on the collection, identification and analysis of crime scene evidence. We will
use case studies, current events, and laboratory exercises to explore the methods that link suspect,
victim, and crime scene. Laboratory exercises may include fingerprinting, handwriting analysis,
bloodstain patterns and blood typing, hair examination, soil analysis and DNA analysis. Forensics is
an interdisciplinary science incorporating topics in Biology, Chemistry, Physical Science, and
Anatomy and Physiology as well as other fields of science and how they relate to a crime scene or a
crime laboratory. Forensics is a project-based course.
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Grade 10-12
Semester

SCIENCE IN THE MEDIA

Honor/CP
0.5 Credit- Sci

This course is designed to engage students in the current science all around them. Students will gain
the tools necessary to explore and think critically about the science that confronts them in all
aspects of their lives for both physical and life sciences. Using materials such as but not limited to
Current Articles, Hollywood Feature Films, Documentaries, Newspapers, Advertisements, Novels,
Viral Internet Videos and student generated questions about how things in their life function.
Students will be able to discern the real science from false and misleading claims. Students will
have the opportunity to further their knowledge of individual interests empowering them to be
involved citizens, self directed learners and effective scientific communicators.

Grade 11-12
Full Year

AP BIOLOGY

AP
1.0 Credit - Sci

AP Biology is an introductory college-level biology course. Students cultivate their understanding
of biology through inquiry-based investigations as they explore the following topics: evolution,
cellular processes — energy and communication, genetics, information transfer, ecology, and
interactions. This course is taken as a second high school biology course by those students who
have an interest in life science. Course work requires time outside of the classroom to research and
prepare for laboratory investigations and classroom discussions. The curriculum is organized
around the fundamental principles and concepts of molecular and cellular structure, heredity,
evolution, organisms, and populations. This course is designed to develop advanced inquiry and
reasoning skills. A minimum of 25% of this course will be focused on laboratory investigations.
Students will be expected to complete a summer assignment, due on the first day of school, and to
take the AP Biology exam in May.
Prerequisites: Successful completion of Biology and Chemistry.
Grade 11-12
Full Year

AP CHEMISTRY

AP
1.0 Credit - Sci

The AP Chemistry course provides students with a college-level foundation to support future
advanced coursework in chemistry. Students cultivate their understanding of chemistry through
inquiry-based investigations, as they explore topics such as: atomic structure, intermolecular forces
and bonding, chemical reactions, kinetics, thermodynamics, and equilibrium. This course meets the
objectives of a college level Chemistry course, as set by the College Board, and is taken as a second
high school Chemistry course. The chemistry curriculum is centered around 6 big ideas in
Chemistry with a focus reaction types, writing equations, equilibrium, thermodynamics, kinetics,
and acid-base chemistry. Students will be expected to spend an extensive amount of time outside of
the classroom to practice problem solving skills and to prepare for extensive laboratory
investigations. Much of the content of this course is reinforced through the completion of formal
labs; a minimum of 25% of this course is spent on lab work. Students are expected to complete a
summer assignment (due on the 1st day of school) which serves as an important review of chemistry
fundamentals.
Prerequisites: Successful completion of Algebra 1, Algebra 2, Biology & Chemistry
Grade 11, 12
Full Year

AP ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE
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AP
1.0 Credit - Sci

The goal of the AP Environmental Science course is to provide students with the scientific
principles, concepts, and methodologies required to understand the interrelationships of the natural
world, to identify and analyze environmental problems both natural and human-made, to evaluate
the relative risks associated with these problems, and to examine alternative solutions for resolving
or preventing them. Environmental science is interdisciplinary; it embraces a wide variety of topics
from different areas of study. The AP Environmental Science course is an excellent option for any
interested student who has completed two years of high school laboratory science — one year of
life science and one year of physical science (for example, a year of biology and a year of
chemistry), and who are willing to take on the challenge of rigorous academic work both in the
classroom and in the field.
Prerequisites: Successful completion of Biology and Chemistry.

Grade 11-12
Full Year

ANATOMY & PHYSIOLOGY

Honors
1.0 Credit - Sci

This course is designed for students interested in pursuing careers in allied health, medicine, or in
biological fields should consider taking Anatomy and Physiology. The course will provide a basic
understanding and working knowledge of the human body. The course begins with a brief review of
topics in Biology and Chemistry and continues with a body system approach to Anatomy and
Physiology. Body systems studied include integumentary, skeletal, muscular, nervous, endocrine,
cardiovascular, digestive, and reproductive. Clinical applications and current issues in health are
integrated throughout the course.
Priority will be given to seniors if all interested students cannot be accommodated.

Grade 11-12
Full Year

PHYSICS

College Prep
1.0 Credit - Sci

The primary aim of this course is to expose the student to a conceptual development followed by
plenty of practice working with both fundamental physical concepts and problem solving skills.
Among the topics covered are: mechanics, heat, waves, sound, light, electricity, and magnetism.
Laboratory work is an integral part of this course.
Prerequisites: Successful completion of Algebra I and either successful completion of Algebra 2 or
concurrent enrollment in Algebra 2.

Grade 11-12
Full Year

UCONN/ECE PHYSICS

ECE
1.0 Credit - Sci

UCONN ECE Physics is a course for students who desire to perform and be challenged at the
college level. This algebra-based college freshman physics course is UConn Physics 1201Q; taught
on a level compatible with the standards set by the UConn Early College Experience Program. An
emphasis will be placed on problem solving and how the fundamentals of physics are applied to
real world scenarios. A strong laboratory component accompanies this course incorporating the use
of digital probes and computer aided data analysis. Formal lab reports are required. Students will
have the opportunity to earn four (4) U
 Conn credits in addition to high school credit. Topics to be
explored include but are not limited to: Motion, Force, Heat and Thermodynamics, Fluids, Energy,
Waves, Sound, Torque and Equilibrium.
Prerequisites: Successful completion of Algebra I and Algebra 2.
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SOCIAL STUDIES COURSES
The Social Studies Department uses an inquiry approach to studying historical and contemporary
issues. Students hone communication and critical thinking skills, develop a sense of civic
responsibility, and understand their roles in a global society.
Course Title

Grade(s)
Offered

Credit(s)

9

Full Year/1.0

Exploring our World Through
Personalized Inquiry and
Research*

9-12

Semester/.5

History of Modern Warfare *

10-12

Semester/.5

Civics/Government*

10 - 12

Semester/.5

Civics

AP Government and Politics

10 - 12

Full Year/1.0
AP

Civics

Economics*

10 - 12

Semester/.5

AP Microeconomics

11, 12

Full Year/ 1.0
AP

ECE Microeconomics

11, 12

Full Year/ 1.0
ECE UCONN

11

Full Year/1.0

US History

11, 12

Full Year/1.0

US History

11

Full Year/1.0
ECE UCONN

US History

Science, Technology, and the Law

11, 12

Semester/ .5

The Refugee and Immigrant
Experience

11, 12

Semester/ .5

12

Full Year/1.0

11-12

Semester/.5
ECE UCONN

12

Full Year/1.0

Modern World History*

Modern United States History
AP United States History
ECE American Studies

Contemporary Issues
ECE European History

Sociology
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Meets Civics or
US History
Requirement

AP Psychology

11-12

Full Year/1.0
AP

*These courses are all offered heterogeneously for credit at either the College Prep or Honors
level. Any level changes must be completed by the first mid-marking period.

Grade 9
Full Year

MODERN WORLD
HISTORY

College Prep or Honors
1 Credit - SS

In this course students will examine modern world history through an overarching lens of
“Conflict, Change, and Cooperation.” Across three chrono-thematic units of study, students will
analyze how historical events such as the Industrial Revolution, Imperialism, World War I and
World War II impacted both Western and non-Western societies. Using an inquiry process,
students will question, research, and evaluate political, social, economic, and intellectual factors that
have shaped the modern world. Students will develop their skills as historical thinkers, learning to
evaluate, corroborate, and use primary sources to develop claims and support their understandings.

Grades 9-12
Semester

EXPLORING OUR WORLD
THROUGH PERSONALIZED
INQUIRY AND RESEARCH

College Prep or Honors
0.5 Credit - SS

In this course, students will apply the Social Studies Inquiry Arc to formulate a research-based
project on a historical topic of personal interest. The course will focus on students developing
compelling and researchable questions, applying disciplinary tools and concepts, and corroborating
and evaluating sources in order to develop greater insight into their topic. Students will learn to use
evidence with sophistication in order to write an effective research paper and to create a
research-based presentation, as well as to communicate conclusions that will lead to informed,
thoughtful action.

Grade 10-12
Semester

HISTORY OF MODERN WARFARE

College Prep or Honors
0.5 Credit -SS

This one-semester course will be an in-depth study of the political, economic and social causes,
events, and results of major wars of the past 50 years. Special attention will be given to the impact
war has on civilization, populations and current politics. Topical segments from literature and films
of major wars will be analyzed. Special focus will be given to the Gulf War, the War in
Afghanistan, the Syrian Civil War, the Conflict in Darfur and the Yemeni Civil War. Students in
this class will spend time engaged in activities designed to improve their reading and writing skills
through inquiry into subtopics that address areas of personal interest to the student.

Grades 10-12
1 Semester

CIVICS/GOVERNMENT

College Prep or Honors
0.5 Credit - SS

This course provides an introduction to the principles and practices of American government.
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Students will investigate the United States Constitution, the Bill of Rights, effective citizenship, and
the three branches of government. They will also demonstrate knowledge of the rights and
responsibilities of citizens to participate in and shape public policy.

Grades 10-12
Full Year

AP GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS:
UNITED STATES

AP
1.0 Credit - SS

This course introduces students to key political ideas, institutions, policies, interactions, roles, and
behaviors that characterize the political culture of the United States. The course examines
politically significant concepts and themes, through which students learn to apply disciplinary
reasoning, assess the causes and consequences of political events, and interpret data to develop
evidence-based arguments. This AP American Government course will prepare students to take the
AP exam and will afford them an opportunity to participate in a college-level course with more
personalized instruction. Summer reading required.
Over the past several years, the College Board has been evaluating and redesigning many courses
and exams to better align them with best practices in college-level learning. During the 2018-2019
school year, the revised AP Government and Politics course was launched. More information
about
the
redesign
rationale
and
model
can
be
found
at
https://aphighered.collegeboard.org/courses-exams/course-exam-redesign. Although much of the
content remains the same, the exam will focus on more application, inquiry, problem-based learning
experiences, and deep understanding than has been the case in the past. Therefore, the experience
of the course and the exam will be at least somewhat different than it was for students who took the
course and/or the exam in the past.
Grades 10-12
1 Semester

ECONOMICS

College Prep or Honors
0.5 Credit-SS

In this course students will be introduced to the principles of micro and macro economics through
project-based inquiry tasks designed to provide real-world application of economic theories. In the
first unit students will develop a life project to reflect how economic concepts such as cost-benefit
analysis can support personal economic decisions. In the second unit students will understand how
different business organizations operate as they collaborate in the Shark Tank project and look at
global economics. A focus on analysis of primary and secondary sources, academic vocabulary,
and writing to support understanding of concepts will be central to course instruction.

Grades 11-12
Full Year

AP MICROECONOMICS

AP
1.0 Credit - SS

The purpose of the AP course in Microeconomics is to provide a thorough understanding of the
principles of economics that apply to the functions of individual decision makers, both consumers
and producers, within the larger economic system. It places primary emphasis on the nature and
functions of product markets, includes the study of factor markets, and of the role of government in
promoting greater efficiency and equity in the economy. This course will then move on to study
national income and price-level determination and also develop students’ familiarity with economic
performance measures, the financial sector, stabilization policies, and economic growth. Interested
students should have a solid background in mathematics. This course prepares students to take the
Advanced Placement Exam which is administered in May.
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*This course may be taught concurrently with the UCONN ECE Microeconomics although course
work and assessments will primarily be focused on preparing students for the AP exam.
Grades 11-12
Full Year

UCONN ECE
MICROECONOMICS

ECE
1.0 Credit - SS

ECE Microeconomics is a study of economic principles concerning individual decision makers
within an economy. The main areas of concentration include basic economic concepts; the nature
and functions of product markets; factor markets; and, efficiency, equity, and the role of
government. Students are expected not only to know the material but also to apply critical thinking
skills to the units covered. Conceptualization of the information presented is a key component of
this class. Students are expected to engage in the analysis of case studies that apply concepts to
real-world examples and applications. Areas of focus include how the invisible hand of the market
functions through the economic decisions of firms and individuals, as well as how prices, wages
and profits are determined, resources are allocated and income is distributed. Topical subjects (e.g.,
energy policy and health care) are also addressed.
This course is a college course. UConn ECE is a concurrent enrollment program that allows
students to receive both high school and college credit for this course. The three credits earned
transfer into UConn and many other institutions. Grades below a C are listed as “audit”, showing
only that the student has attended the course. UConn ECE students are non-degree UConn students
and are eligible for a variety of university benefits. Students in Microeconomics 1201 who have
registered with the ECE program, and who have received at least a C in this class will be awarded 3
UCONN credits (ECON 1201). Students must take this course for the whole year in order to receive
credit.
*This course may be taught concurrently with the AP Microeconomics although course work
and assessments will primarily be project-based.
Grade 11
Full Year

MODERN UNITED
STATES HISTORY

College Prep
1.0 Credit - SS

In this course, students develop their understanding of modern U.S. History through a thematic lens
that allows for rigorous student-centered learning and inquiry. The four themes of study include
The American Dream, Social Change, Conflict, and Economic Prosperity. Students will complete
project-based assessments in these four thematic units. There is an emphasis on inquiry research,
reading both primary and secondary sources, and developing informational and argumentative
writing skills.

Grade 11
Full Year

MODERN UNITED
STATES HISTORY

Honors
1.0 Credit - SS

In this course, students develop their understanding of modern U.S. History through a thematic lens
that allows for rigorous student-centered learning and inquiry. The four themes of study include
The American Dream, Social Change, Conflict, and Economic Prosperity. Students will complete
project-based assessments in these four thematic units. There is an emphasis on inquiry research,
reading both primary and secondary sources, and developing informational and argumentative
writing skills. Students enrolled in the Honors level course will be expected to engage in
challenging and rigorous reading of both primary and secondary sources and independent research
to extend the learning of the course.
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Grades 11-12
Full Year

AP UNITED STATES
HISTORY

AP
1.0 Credit - SS

This Advanced Placement course is designed to provide students of high ability and motivation an
opportunity to learn in a college-level environment. It prepares students for immediate advanced
college courses by making demands upon them equivalent to those of a full year introductory
college course, including extensive reading, writing, and research. Students in this class have the
advantage of more individual contact with the teacher than may be afforded them in a college
setting. Students will work extensively with primary source material and will compose clear,
persuasive essays based upon historical evidence. The course is designed to provide students with
the necessary factual knowledge and analytical skills to examine concepts and problems in
American History. Further, it prepares them to take the Advanced Placement exam which is
administered in May.  Summer reading is required.
Grade 11
Full Year

AMERICAN STUDIES

UCONN ECE
1.0 Credit - SS*

What is an American? A multi-disciplinary inquiry into the diversity of American societies and
cultures. This course, given in cooperation with UConn Early College Experience
(www.ece.uconn.edu) integrates the study of American history and literature in a college level
survey course. It is an intensive study of the political institutions and behaviors, public policies,
social and economic changes, diplomacy, and intellectual developments of the United States. Three
credits at the University of Connecticut may be granted upon successful completion of the course.
Summer work will be required.
Students will analyze, evaluate, and organize historical evidence from a variety of sources. This
course also engages students in becoming skilled readers of prose written in a variety of periods,
disciplines, and rhetorical contexts and skilled writers who compose for a variety of purposes.
Novels along with a wide variety of essays, speeches, short stories, plays, and poetry will be
utilized.
When selecting this course, students are enrolling in a dual-block English and history co-taught
class. American Studies is designed for students who have a growth mindset, are self-motivated,
responsible, and committed to their academic studies. Participation in the National History Day
competition will be required. Three credits at the University of Connecticut may be granted upon
successful completion of the course. See UConn “Early College Experience” credit requirements
for additional information.
*Upon successful completion of the course students will earn one credit in social studies and one
credit in English.
Grades 11 and 12
Semester

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY & THE
LAW

Honors
0.5 credit- Elective

Advances in science and technology are constantly changing society and creating new opportunities
and challenges for the legal community. This course will examine the interactions between science
and law and the ethical as well as legal ramifications of scientific and technological progress.
Students must have successfully completed a civics course prior to enrollment and must be
currently enrolled in or have successfully completed a forensics course.
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Grades: 11/12
Semester course

THE REFUGEE AND THE
IMMIGRANT EXPERIENCE

Level: CP/Honors
English/Social Studies
0.5 credits each*

In The Refugee and Immigrant Experience, s tudents will delve into the experiences of people
persecuted in third-world countries, specifically the experiences of those under duress in Africa and
Asia. The course will emphasize the lives of people who are forced to emigrate, cross borders, seek
refuge, or who are otherwise forcibly displaced within their own countries. Rather than investigate
the lives of people who choose to seek a ‘better life’ in the United States, The Refugee and
Immigrant Experience will offer students a cross-curricular study into both the human experience of
refugees, immigrants, and asylum-seekers through literature, along with the historical context for
the reasons people are displaced or forced to migrate in the first place. This course will be co-taught
through both the English and the Social Studies departments to offer a holistic representation of the
lived human experience of people in these countries.
*1.0 credit total, upon successful completion of course

Grade 12
Full Year

CONTEMPORARY
ISSUES

College Prep
1.0 Credit - SS

Contemporary Issues is designed to prepare students to be active, contributing members of society.
Decision-making based upon rational understanding of issues will be pursued. Individual research,
readings, and other resources will be used to complete myriad assignments. Students are
encouraged to think and participate freely in classroom discussions. The variety of issues discussed
in this class may change from year to year, but a few consistent topics will include diversity, current
events, terrorism, youth culture, government policies and health issues.
Grades 11-12
1 Semester

ECE EUROPEAN
HISTORY

ECE
0.5 Credit - SS

The ECE European History (UConn History 1400 - Modern Western Traditions) course explores
themes and concepts in Western Civilization since the Middle Ages. Students will examine the
political, religious, intellectual and cultural currents of the period through a variety of texts and
lecture. Reading and writing are integral to this class. Readings will consist of textbook selections
as well as numerous supplemental primary and secondary sources. Writings will range from
research papers to book reviews and essay tests. S
 ee UConn “Early College Experience” credit

requirements for additional information.

Grade 12
Full Year

SOCIOLOGY

College Prep
1.0 Credit - SS

This course explores how human beings learn a large portion of their behaviors and examines the
way we interact within groups and societies, through approaches that consider physical and human
patterns and processes. Students will utilize concepts, principles, theories, and methods of
sociologists in examining and attempting to explain social life, develop a sociological imagination
that will enable students to review their own lives within a broader social and historical context, and
analyze social problems and issues and develop alternative choices. Students will develop a unique
perspective that they can use to understand how people and groups in the world develop. The
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overall goal of this course is to introduce students to a new way of seeing the interaction of diverse
groups of people rather than simply conveying information.

Grades 11-12
Full Year

AP PSYCHOLOGY

AP
1.0 Credit - SS

AP Psychology offers highly motivated students the opportunity to study the equivalent of a college
level introductory psychology course. This course is designed to introduce students to the
systematic and scientific study of the behavior and mental processes of human beings. AP
Psychology provides instruction in each of the following 14 content areas: History and Approaches,
Research Methods, Biological Bases of Behavior, Sensation and Perception, States of
Consciousness, Learning, Cognition, Motivation and Emotion, Developmental Psychology,
Personality, Testing and Individual Differences, Abnormal Psychology, Treatment of Psychological
Disorders, and Social Psychology. The course is designed to expose students to the psychological
facts, principles, and phenomena associated with each of the major subfields within psychology, as
well as provide an understanding of the ethics and methods used in the practice of psychology. This
course prepares students to take the Advanced Placement exam which is administered in May.
Summer reading is required.
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THEATRE COURSES
Grades 9-12
1 Semester

THEATRE ARTS I

College Prep
0.5 Credit - Fine Arts

Through the use of theatre games, relaxation, pantomime, improvisation, and voice work, students
develop an appreciation and understanding of the theatrical medium. Students will learn basic
theater techniques, language and strategies for both technical and performance mediums and
implement them throughout the course. The course also fosters communication, creativity, and
cooperation through a variety of classroom activities. This course is the prerequisite for Theater
Arts II.

Grades 10-12
Full Year

THEATRE ARTS II

Honors
1.0 Credit - Fine Arts

Through a multitude of theatrical activities and experiences, students will refine skills developed in
Theatre Arts I. They will improve their acting through improvising action and dialogue, as well as
through concentrated scene analysis. Through involvement in a class production, students assume
leadership roles and explore the relationship of the business and technical crews to the theatrical
process. Students will also explore contemporary and historical plays through several different
mediums and gain a better understanding of theater history. This course requires a serious
commitment to the total EHS Theatre Arts Program.
Prerequisite: Completion of Theatre Arts I and the recommendation of Theatre Arts Instructor.

Grades 9-12
1 Semester

TECHNICAL THEATRE

College Prep
0.5 Credit - Fine Arts

This course is designed to give the student a hands-on introductory experience in each of the
technical elements involved in creating a theatrical production. Students will be exposed to the
processes and procedures for the construction and implementation of theatrical scenery, lighting,
sound, publicity, costumes, make-up, and directing. Safety procedures, building technique,
terminology and technology, project management, and organization will be emphasized.
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WORLD LANGUAGE COURSES

Course Title

Grade(s)
Offered

Credit(s)

American Sign Language I

9-12

Full Year/1.0

American Sign Language II

10-12

Full Year/1.0

Arabic I

9-12

Full Year/1.0

French IA

9-12

Full Year/1.0

French IB

9-12

Full Year/1.0

French II

9-12

Full Year/1.0

French III

10 - 12

Full Year/1.0

French IV

11-12

Full Year/1.0

AP French

12

Full Year/1.0
AP

Latin I

9-12

Full Year/1.0

Latin II

10-12

Full Year/1.0

Latin III

11-12

Full Year/1.0

AP Latin

12

Full Year/1.0
AP

Greco-Roman Mythology

9-12

Half Year/0.5
Elective

Spanish IA

9-12

Full Year/1.0

Spanish IB

9-12

Full Year/1.0

Spanish II

9-12

Full Year/1.0

Spanish III

10 - 12

Full Year/1.0

Spanish IV

11-12

Full Year/1.0

AP Spanish

12

Full Year/1.0
AP
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Grade 9-12
Full Year

AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE I

College Prep
1 Credit - WL

Students will develop beginning level ASL receptive and expressive communication skills with
vocabulary and grammar in a cultural context. Deaf culture and history will be introduced with an
emphasis on making comparisons and connections to one’s own culture. Course instruction and
activities are primarily carried out in ASL.

Grade 10-12
Full Year

AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE II

College Prep
1 Credit - WL

Students will continue to develop beginning level ASL receptive and expressive communication
skills with an increase in vocabulary, syntax, and grammar in a cultural context. Deaf culture and
history continues to be an important part of the course. Course instruction and activities are
primarily carried out in ASL.

Grade 9-12
Full Year

ARABIC 1-MSA

Honors
1 Credit - WL

Arabic 1 introduces students to the study of Modern Standard Arabic, with a lesser focus on various
dialects, such as Shami (Levantine dialect) and Masri (Egyptian dialect). It is designed to provide
students with the skills to begin developing the basics of the language in multiple modes (reading,
writing, speaking, and listening). This course will emphasize thematic vocabulary, common
expressions, and cultural activities /norms. This class will also analyze various Arab cultures
through music, media, art, cultural products, practices, and perspectives.

Grades 9-12
Full Year

FRENCH IA

College Prep
1.0 Credit - WL

French IA introduces students to the study of French and is designed to provide students with the
materials and classroom atmosphere to develop beginning language skills in the target language and
better understand his/her own language. The course will emphasize thematic vocabulary, common
expressions, and enable students to converse in everyday situations. This course relies on authentic
resources, such as popular music videos, newspapers, etc., with supplemental use of the D’accord!
text series. This course corresponds to the middle school grade 7 French program. If successful in
this course, students can continue to study French by enrolling in French IB the following year.

Grades 9-12
Full Year

FRENCH IB

College Prep
1.0 Credit - WL

French IB is the continuation of the work begun in French IA. This course is designed to provide
the student with the materials and classroom atmosphere to develop all language skills (listening,
speaking, reading, and writing) in the target language, better understand his/her own language, and
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develop linguistic abilities in subsequent languages. The study of French culture is incorporated to
make language acquisition as meaningful as possible. This course corresponds to the middle school
grade 8 French program. Eighth grade students who need additional time to master the foundational
language skills of French I may enroll in this course prior to taking French II at the high school.

Grades 9-12
Full Year

FRENCH II

College Prep
1.0 Credit - WL

Throughout French II, students continue to develop all four major language skills (reading, writing,
listening and speaking). The course provides an increased emphasis on using the target language in
classroom instruction and activities. Francophone cultures are studied to make language acquisition
as meaningful as possible.

Grades 10-12
Full Year

FRENCH III

Honors
1.0 Credit - WL

French III is a continuation of linguistic and cultural studies about the French language and
Francophone world. Students will be provided with authentic materials and the classroom
atmosphere to continue developing all language skills. An increased emphasis will be placed on the
use of the target language in classroom instruction and activities. With this, there will be increased
expectations in language production will allow students to incorporate the skills from previous
language studies while expanding fluency. Students will read, summarize, analyze and discuss
authentic selections, current events and other cultural topics to increase vocabulary and grammatical
accuracy.

Grades 11-12
Full Year

FRENCH IV

Honors
1.0 Credit - WL

French IV is designed to prepare students for the Advanced Placement French Language class. The
focus of this course is not only on speaking and understanding both oral and written French with
greater ease and fluency, but also on being able to communicate in greater detail about more topics
both orally and in writing. Students will further refine understanding and language application as
they study diverse topics from the Francophone world. The target language will be primarily used
to develop the students’ fluency.

Grade 12
Full Year

AP FRENCH

AP
1.0 Credit - WL

The AP® French Language and Culture is equivalent to an intermediate level college course in
French. Students cultivate their understanding of French language and culture by applying
interpersonal, interpretive, and presentational modes of communication in real-life situations as they
explore concepts related to family and communities, personal and public identities, beauty and
aesthetics, science and technology, contemporary life, and global challenges. The course is taught
almost exclusively in French.
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Grades 9-12
Full Year

LATIN I

College Prep
1.0 Credit - WL

The Latin curriculum is based on the textbook series, Latin for the New Millennium and has been
carefully designed to bring students to the point where they can read the Latin of classical authors
with confidence. The study of Latin vocabulary and grammar is also meant to enhance general
language learning techniques and aptitudes, including facility with English. Students will develop
an awareness of the culture of the Ancient Romans, its historic significance and its contemporary
relevance, making their language learning as meaningful as possible.

Grades 10-12
Full Year

LATIN II

College Prep
1.0 Credit - WL

The approach to Latin II is very similar to Latin I and serves as a continuation of that course. The
emphasis falls more heavily on grammar and syntax, and reading for understanding. Cultural
background including Roman and early European history and mythology continues to be an integral
part of the program.

Grades 11-12
Full Year

LATIN III

Honors
1.0 Credit - WL

The Latin III course has, at its foundation, readings that are more advanced in style and content, and
contain more complex grammar than earlier courses. Therefore, it serves as a transition from
adapted to original Latin literature. Students learn the language by reading and emphasis is placed
on recognizing grammatical structures accurately and consistently. There continues to be a focus
on knowing and appreciating Roman culture and history.

Grade 12
Full Year

AP LATIN

AP
1.0 Credit - WL

The AP Latin course is designed to develop and increase each student’s ability to read, literally
translate, and analyze Latin texts in both poetry and prose. The primary texts to be studied in depth
are Vergil’s Aeneid, a nd Caesar’s De Bello Gallico. The AP Latin curriculum follows the
Curriculum Requirements as determined by the College Board’s AP Latin Curriculum Framework.
This course prepares students to take the Advanced Placement test which is administered in May.

Grades 9-12
Semester

GRECO-ROMAN MYTHOLOGY

College Prep
0.5 credit- Elective

Ancient mythology pervades myriad aspects of our culture, in both obvious and subtle ways. This

course is an introduction to ancient Greek and Roman Mythology through the examination of the
literature and art of these cultures. We will learn the principal myths and mythological figures of
ancient Greece and Rome, and study the influence these various myths have had on our culture,
especially in literature, art, and film.
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Grades 9-12
Full Year

SPANISH IA

College Prep
1.0 Credit - WL

Spanish IA introduces students to the study of Spanish and is designed to provide the student with
the materials and classroom atmosphere to develop basic language skills (listening, speaking,
reading, and writing) in the target language as well as to better understand his/her own language.
The course will emphasize thematic vocabulary, common expressions, and enable students to
converse in everyday situations. The study of Spanish cultures is included with language study to
make language acquisition as meaningful as possible. This course corresponds to the middle school
grade 7 Spanish program. If successful in this course, students can continue to study Spanish by
enrolling in Spanish IB the following year.

Grades 9-12
Full Year

SPANISH IB

College Prep
1.0 Credit - WL

Spanish IB is the continuation of the work begun in Spanish IA. This course is designed to provide
the student with the materials and classroom atmosphere to develop all language skills (listening,
speaking, reading, and writing) in the target language, better understand his/her own language, and
develop linguistic abilities in subsequent languages. The study of Spanish cultures is incorporated to
make language acquisition as meaningful as possible. This course corresponds to the middle school
grade 8 Spanish program. Eighth grade students who need additional time to master the
foundational language skills of Spanish I may enroll in this course prior to taking Spanish II at the
high school.

Grades 9-12
Full Year

SPANISH II

College Prep
1.0 Credit - WL

Throughout Spanish II, students continue to develop all four major language skills (reading,
writing, listening and speaking). The course provides an increased emphasis on using the target
language in classroom instruction and activities. Spanish cultures are studied to make language
acquisition as meaningful as possible.
Grades 10-12
Full Year

SPANISH III

Honors
1.0 Credit - WL

Spanish III provides a continuation of language acquisition while developing skills within the
interpretive, interpersonal and presentational modes of communication. An increasing expectation
in language production will allow students to incorporate the skills from previous language studies
while expanding fluency. Students will read, summarize, analyze and discuss authentic selections,
current events and other cultural topics to increase vocabulary and grammatical accuracy.
Grades 11-12
Full Year

SPANISH IV

Honors
1.0 Credit - WL

Spanish IV is designed to prepare students for the Advanced Placement Spanish Language class.
The focus of this course is not only on speaking and understanding both oral and written Spanish
with greater ease and fluency, but also on being able to communicate in greater detail about more
topics both orally and in writing. Students will further refine understanding and language
application as they study diverse topics from the Spanish-speaking world. The target language will
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be primarily used to develop the students’ fluency.
Grade 12
Full Year

AP SPANISH LANGUAGE

AP
1.0 Credit - WL

AP Spanish Language and Culture is equivalent to an intermediate level college course in Spanish.
Students cultivate their understanding of Spanish language and culture by applying interpersonal,
interpretive, and presentational modes of communication in real-life situations as they explore
concepts related to family and communities, personal and public identities, beauty and aesthetics,
science and technology, contemporary life, and global challenges. The course is taught almost
exclusively in Spanish.
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EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES OUTSIDE OF EHS
The Counseling Department wants all students to be aware of the following educational options
available through regional and inter-district specialized schools and programs.
PARTNERSHIP/BRIDGE PROGRAMS
Ellington High School continues to participate in the High School Partnership in conjunction with
Asnuntuck Community College (ACC), the University of Saint Joseph, University of Hartford,
Manchester Community College, and other accredited schools. This program is designed for high
school juniors and seniors who are interested in taking a course on the college campus. It was
developed to offer qualified students the opportunity to attend and earn college credits.
Overview:
● Students should rank in the upper 50% of their class
● Maintain an "80+" average
● Receive approval from their school counselor in order to participate.
Students enrolled in one college semester course through a partnership program must be enrolled in
five credits/courses at Ellington High School. One three-credit college semester course is
equivalent to one-half (.50) high school credit.
ROCKVILLE HIGH SCHOOL REGIONAL VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE CENTER
Students in the program are enrolled in Rockville High School and take a comprehensive
educational program with vocational agriculture as one of their elective subjects. The program is
open to any grade 9 or 10 students in the towns served by the Rockville Regional Vocational
Agriculture Center. The town of residence provides transportation and tuition is paid by the local
board of education. Admission is through an application procedure with limited enrollment.
Vocational Agriculture is a three-part educational program consisting of classroom instruction,
supervised occupational experience and the Future Farmers of America. Classroom instruction is
provided in four major areas including Agricultural Mechanics, Animal Science, Natural Resources
and Plant Science.
HOWELL CHENEY TECHNICAL HIGH SCHOOL
Cheney Technical High School provides an opportunity to earn a high school diploma and trade
certification. Students who graduate from Cheney may earn up to 2000 hours towards their
apprenticeship program. The Cheney Tech Advantage is in the nature of its educational delivery.
Throughout the school year students alternate between their academic and shop programs on a three
week cycle. The academic program complements the vocational-technical education program.
Courses are offered in: Carpentry (Construction), Culinary Arts, Diesel Mechanics, Drafting
(machine), Electrical, Heating-Ventilation & Air Conditioning, Electronics, Manufacturing
Technology, Microcomputer Software Technology and Welding.

SUMMER COURSES
Students who wish to take summer courses to meet prequistite requirements or for high school
credit must meet the following before credit is awarded:
- Meet with their counselor prior to enrolling in the course;
- Enroll in an accredited course and submit the course syllabus to administration for
approval;
- Provide the course transcript to guidance;
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-

Submit a portfolio of course work or take the equivalent course exam to demonstrate
competency.
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